
	Term
	Definition

	Access Management
	Applies roadway and land use techniques in order to preserve the safety, function, and capacity of transportation corridors.

	Accessory Unit
	A self-contained apartment in an owner occupied single-family home/ lot that attached to the principal dwelling.

	Alternative Fuels
	Typically, alternative fuels are derived from natural gas (propane, methane, compressed natural gas, etc.), biomass materials or other non-polluting or less-polluting sources such as hydroelectric, wind, or solar power.

	Alternative Modes of Transportation
	For the purposes of this document, alternative (and/or sustainable) modes of transportation include transportation by public transit, bicycle, walking, or alternative fuel vehicles.

	Aquifer
	A water-bearing layer of soil, sand, gravel, or rock that will yield usable quantities of water to a well

	Biodiversity Study
	The study of a variety of all forms of life, through to the broad scale of ecosystems

	Buffer
	A buffer is an area between specific land uses and riparian areas, meant to protect the river, stream, wetland or pond from human uses. Many different types of buffers exist, from vegetative buffers to boulevards.

A landscape buffer is that portion of the building setback area, which is located along property lines adjacent to streets, or abutting lots and which in its entirety contains landscaping. 

	Charrette
	A charette (shu-ret') brings together a group of people who are led through a short, focused study to intensively brainstorm possibilities and create visual designs of the ideas they generate.

A charette produces a highly charged and creative atmosphere that harnesses the talents and energies of all participants. Their diverse ideas and viewpoints contribute to developing creative results that explore a wide range of possibilities.

	Conservation Easement
	A legal agreement entered into voluntarily by a property owner with the purpose of protecting ecologically significant areas occurring on the parcel of property.

	Context Plan
	A plan, which exhibits consistency with the objectives, principles and policies of the Master Plan and the regional geography.  

	Context Sensitive Solutions
	A collaborative, interdisciplinary approach involving stakeholders for the development of a project which fits its physical setting and preserves scenic, aesthetic, historic, cultural and environmental resources while maintaining safety and mobility

	Current Use
	A property tax category that recognizes the economic benefits of working landscapes and open space areas, and grants them a reduced tax rate.

	Cyanobacterial (Blue Green) Algae Bloom
	Cyanobacteria may bloom and form surface scum conditions when excess nutrients such as phosphorus, fertilized fields, lawns, poorly managed manure, storm drain discharges, poorly contained septic systems, and ample sunlight are available for growth. These blooms may travel to different areas of a lake from wind and wave action. Many cyanobacteria contain toxins that are produced and released during bloom conditions. Cyanobacteria can be fatal to pets (usually dogs) and livestock that drink the contaminated water.  In humans, the toxins can cause both acute and chronic health effects ranging in severity from skin and mucous membrane irritations, nausea, vomiting, and diarrhea to liver and central nervous system damage. (Source-NH DES) 


	Eutroficitation

Frontage
	Eutroficitation occurs when pollutants (point-source or non-point-source) flow into a pond, river or wetland, causing an over-abundant water-plant growth, ultimately using all the dissolved oxygen in the water, making a “dead zone” where fish can not inhabit. Ultimately the water fills up with dead plant material and debris, causing its demise. 
The linear distance of a piece of land along a lake, river, street, or highway.  

	Greenway
	Corridors of various widths, linked together in a network in much the same way as our networks of highways and railroads have been linked.

1. Recreational Greenways - featuring paths and trails of various kinds, often of relatively long distances, based on natural corridors as well as canals, abandoned rail beds, and other public rights-of-ways. Trails and routes often have scenic quality as they pass through diverse and visually significant landscapes. Many successful recreational greenways and green spaces occur where networks of trails link with water-based recreational sites and areas. 

2. Ecological Greenways - significant natural corridors and open spaces - usually along rivers, streams, and ridgelines, to provide for wildlife migration and biodiversity, nature study, and appropriate nature studies. 

3. Cultural and Historic Greenways - places or trails with historic heritage and cultural values to attract tourists and to provide educational, scenic, recreational, and economic benefit. They are usually along a road or highway, the most representative of them making an effort to provide pedestrian access along the route or at least places to alight from the car. They can also provide high quality housing environments at the edges of greenway (green space) for permanent and seasonal housing;  accommodate water resources and flood prevention and sensitively located alternative infrastructure for communing (e.g. bike paths within urban areas, recycling of waste and storm water). 



	Habitat
	The natural conditions and environment in which a plant or animal lives, e.g. forest, desert, or wetlands

	
	

	High Priority Lands
	Lands that play a central role in the provision of other ecosystem services, such as water quality and supply, habitat and recharging of aquifers.



	Impact Fee
	A fee or assessment imposed upon development, including subdivision, building construction or other land use change in order to help meet the needs occasioned by that development for the construction or improvement of capital facilities owned or operated by the municipality.

	Inclusionary Zoning
	Land use control regulations, which provide a voluntary incentive or benefit to a property owner in order to induce the property owner to produce housing units, which are affordable to persons or families of low or moderate income.

	Land Fragmentation 
	Fragmentation of land happens when large areas of land are repeatedly divided with roads. This subdivision of land which negatively impacts habitat, erosion, water quality, storm water runoff. Often a consequence of Sprawl.  

	Level of Service 
	A qualitative measure describing traffic conditions along a given roadway or at a particular intersection, including travel speed and time, freedom to maneuver, traffic interruptions, and comfort and convenience as experienced and perceived by motorists and passengers. Six levels are defined from A to F, with A representing the best conditions and F the worst.

	Mixed Use District
	A district, which provides for a combination of complimentary uses. This term is usually used in a conjunction of Business with Residential.

	Multi-use Trails
	Facilities designed to be used by both pedestrians and bicyclists, and possibly others such as in-line skaters and equestrians.

	Nodal Development
	Concentrating new development into centers with existing infrastructure capacity and serviced by transit

	Nonpoint Source Pollution 
	Pollution that arises from an unclear or diffuse source such as agricultural runoff from fields, large areas of impervious surface runoff and vehicle parking areas where auto pollutants freely run off paved surfaces.

	Non-renewable Resource
	A resource which cannot be replaced once it is used up, for example fossil fuels (oil, natural gas and coal)

	Ordinance
	The set of laws and regulations, generally at the city or county level that control the use of land and construction of improvements in a given area or zone.

	Point Source Pollution
	Pollutants discharged from any identifiable point, including pipes, ditches, channels, sewers, tunnels, and leakage from containers of pollutants and toxins of various types.

	Preserved Land
	Land that has been protected through a legal mechanism (eg, easement) that limits future uses for open space purposes.

	
	

	Regulation
	In the context of government and public services regulation (as a process) is the control of something by rules, as opposed to its prohibition. 

	Renewable Resource
	A resource or substance, such as a forest, that can be replenished through natural or artificial means.

	Riperian Zone
	Land area along either side of a waterway, often habitat for plants adapted to wet soils and animals that use the waterway and this zone for their food and shelter.

	Steep Slope Development Standards
	Maximized grading, slope soil stability with the addition of vegetation or erosion controls in order to a) minimize erosion, b) protect the quality of wetlands and water courses below the slope from increased sedimentation; c) protect steep slope plant and animal habitat from disturbance and development and, d) preserve the aesthetic quality of the natural terrain.

	Sustainable Economy
	Economic system in which the number of people and the quantity of goods are maintained at some constant level.

	Tax Increment Financing District
	A public financing tool whereby revenue bonds are issued to pay for the improvement of, or provision of, new public infrastructure in a defined area necessary to support and encourage its development. Once a TIF district is enacted, the tax base is frozen at the predevelopment level.  Property taxes continue to be paid but taxes derived from new development can be captured buy selectmen each year and put into a fund to pay for improvements and other expenses included in the TIF district plan.  Any funds not collected by selectmen or that are left over after the TIF plan has been completed go into the general fund.  


	Third Order Streams
	A third-order stream is one below the confluence of two or more second-order streams

	Traffic Calming
	The combination of mainly physical measures that reduce the negative effects of motor vehicle use, alter driver behavior, and improve conditions for non-motorized street users.

	Transfer of Development Rights
	Provisions in a zoning law that allow for the purchase of the right to develop land located in a sending area and the transfer of these rights to land located in a receiving area.

	Transmissivity 
	The rate at which water passes through an aquifer

	Urban Compact Area
	Refers to an area where the buildings are raised vertically rather than horizontally, and with the configuration of them on a block or neighborhood scale. This makes efficient use of land and resources, and is consistent with neighborhood character and scale. Compact building design reduces the footprint of new construction, thus preserves greenspace. It also allows better absorption and filtering of rainwater, reduces flooding and stormwater drainage needs, while lowering the amount of pollution that washes into our streams, rivers and lakes.

	View shed 
	The landscape or topography visible from a geographic point, especially having aesthetic value.

	Village Plan Alternative
	An optional land use control and Subdivision Regulation to provide a means of promoting a more efficient and cost effective method of land development.

	Watershed
	The specific geographic area usually defined by ridges that allows secondary and tertiary streams to drain into a larger river system or other water body.

	Wetland
	An area that is regularly saturated by surface water or groundwater and is characterized by a prevalence of vegetation that is adapted for life in saturated soil conditions (eg, swamps, bogs, fens, marshes, and estuaries).Includes permanently or intermittently wet areas, shallow water, and land water margins that support a natural ecosystem of plants and animals that are adapted to wet conditions
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