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Case #979 
Hearing: 10-23-07  
                11-27-07           
Decision:  1-22-08 

 
      NOTICE OF DECISION 
 
You are hereby notified of the appeal of Lyle Stenersen, 49 School Street, Rindge NH 
03461, Map 29/Lot 5: Application for an Area Variance from Article I, Section 13 of the 
Rindge Zoning Ordinance – Accessory Dwelling Unit. 
 
The Board found that: 

 1. The Variance will be contrary to the public interest because:  
      It goes against the purpose of what was adopted by the Town in 2006 concerning  
      single family dwellings per lot.  In favor: Breckenridge, Goodrich, Hill, Thomas   
      Opposed: Drouin 

 
2. a. The Area Variance is needed to enable the applicant’s proposed use of the  
         property given the special conditions of the property. The special conditions of  
         the property are: 
         Grade change on the right hand side limits access, split level construction on left 
         side eliminates single floor living.  In favor: Unanimous  And the Area Variance  
         is needed for this because:  
         The above conditions limit the options.  In favor: Unanimous   
    
   b. The benefit sought by the applicant can be achieved by some other reasonably  
        feasible method because:   
       An attached ADU can be constructed to provide housing for elderly parents.  In 
       favor: Breckenridge, Goodrich, Hill, Thomas  Opposed: Drouin   
 
       Special conditions do not exist such that literal enforcement of the ordinance 
       results in unnecessary hardship because:  
       There are no special conditions that exist.  In favor: Breckenridge, Goodrich, Hill, 
       Thomas  Opposed: Drouin 

 
3. The variance is not consistent with the spirit and intent of the Rindge Zoning 
    Ordinance because:  
    It is not consistent with voters’ decision of 2006 regarding ADU’s.  In Favor: 
    Breckenridge, Goodrich, Hill, Thomas  Opposed: Drouin   
 
4. Substantial justice is not done by granting the variance and if the variance is 
    denied, the applicant will not be burdened because: There are alternatives, and  
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there is significant benefit to the Town in denying the variance because:  
It confirms the town vote regarding one house per lot.  In Favor: Breckenridge, Goodrich, 
Hill, Thomas   Opposed: Drouin   
 
5. Granting the variance will not diminish the value of surrounding properties  
    because:  
    There will be minimal traffic increase, limited visibility from the street, it would have 
    the appearance of a carriage house, and does not change the appearance of the current 
    residence.  In Favor: Unanimous   
 

A Motion was made by Goodrich, seconded by Hill to DENY the Area Variance because all 
5 criteria were not met.  The motion carried 4-1. In favor: Breckenridge, Goodrich, Hill, 
Thomas Opposed: Drouin  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Kathy Strasser, Clerk 
 

 


