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Selectmen's Meeting

Rindge Town Office


Date: Wednesday, January 20, 2010
Time: 5:00 p.m.
Draft Meeting Minutes
Call to Order – Meeting called to order by Chairman Brummer
Present were: Jed Brummer, Burt Goodrich, Pat Barry, Carlotta Lilback Pini, Roberta Oeser, Mike Sielicki, Mike Cloutier, Jane Pitt, Kim McCummings, Dan Aho, Jan Goodrich, Tom Coneys, Art Fiorelli, Dick Call, David Pugh, Deb Douglas, Sue Massey, Lisa Wilkinson, Dave Eisenstader, Julie Labonte
Pledge of Allegiance
General Business
Budget Discussion – Pini stated that this is the Selectmen’s work session, since they have already had a public meeting on the budget.  Pini suggested that he not accept a lot of public comment on the budget so that they can get the budget prepared and posted for the 25th .  Pini went over the adjustments that she had made since last nights meeting.  She took $17,000 from the Library budget.  The reason for this is because in a lot of the forums and meetings stress the need for the essential services, Fire, Police and Highway.  The less essential services are the library and the recreation department.  $34,000 was cut from the recreation department, so she split that in half and took it from the Library.  Barry asked about the money for the Ambulance study and if it was still reflected in the budget.  Pini said that it was still in the budget and that she has seen both sides of the argument.  So she feels that it would still be a good idea to have this study done.  We have put ads in the paper to have people volunteer to be on an ambulance study committee.  We didn’t have anyone step forward to be on this committee.  Barry feels that with the economic times, that this is not the time to put this forward.  There was much discussion on this.  It was decided to take this out of the budget.  Pini stated that the $35,000 was taken out for the wage increase.  The employees have not had and increase in salary in two years.  Burt suggested giving a 2% increase starting July 1st that way it is only $17,000 increase.  There was discussion about the raises.  Barry asked Chief Sielicki about when he hired a new Part-time officer, he stated that the overtime line would be less, but if you look at the amount spent in 2008 vs. the amount spent in 2009, 2009 is $9000 more than 2008.  Sielicki stated that a lot of that overtime was due to the Robblee details.  Planning Department was not really touched.  Pini had talked to Pitt about phasing out the master plan, but it does not seem like a feasible option.  They discussed taking $5,000 out of the planning department budget.  
Police Department: 

Emergency Management: Pini did add wage lines to this budget, but she just moved money from other parts of the budget into this these lines.  

Legal: Pini stated that she reduced the budget by $2,000, Barry would like to take another $2,000 out of this budget.  

Welfare: The Selectmen took $6,636 out of this budget.  

With all these cuts, it brings the budget to $7,212 below the default budget.  

There was a discussion of putting on a Warrant Article for the citizens to vote on it.  Put it through with the Selectmen and the BAC 100% behind it.  They talked about it being a Cost of Living increase.  Goodrich suggested putting it on as 2% for the full year, retro active.  
Motion made by Barry to recommend article 4 for the purchase of a plow truck, 2nd by Goodrich.  All in favor.

Motion made by Goodrich to approve article 5 for $250,000 for bonding, 2nd by Barry. All in favor

Article 6, Brummer asked to table this for now until they talk 

Article 7, Goodrich recommends that the operating budget be 

Article 8, Barry made a motion to recommend article 8, 2nd by Goodrich.  All members were in favor.

Article 9, Goodrich moved to recommend article 9, 2nd by Barry.  All members were in favor. 

Article 10, Barry moved to recommend article 10, 2nd by Goodrich.  All members were in favor.

Article 11, Goodrich moved to recommend article 11, 2nd by Barry.  All members were in favor.

Article 12, Barry moved to recommend article 12, 2nd by Goodrich.  All members were in favor.

Article 13, Goodrich moved to recommend article 13, 2nd by Barry.  All members were in favor.

Article 14, Barry moved to recommend article 14, 2nd by Goodrich. All members were in favor. 

Adjournment
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