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Selectmen's Meeting

Rindge Town Office


Date: Wednesday, May 5, 2010

Time: 
6:00 P.M.

Meeting Minutes
(approved 6-8-10)
Call to Order – Meeting called to order by Chairman Goodrich.  Present were Burton Goodrich, Patricia Lang Barry, Jed Brummer, Carlotta Lilback Pini, Town Administrator, Julie Labonte, Administrative Assistant.  
Pledge of Allegiance

Citizen’s Forum – Sue Massey & Kim McCummings were present to update the Selectmen on the Farmers Market.  They would like to have it on the West Rindge Common on Thursday’s from 4pm – 6pm.  They are looking to start in mid-June.  They have talked to Chief Sielicki about traffic and David DuVernay about the sign ordinance.  Goodrich feels that they have made some good progress.  Barry also stated that the Women’s Club voted to give money towards the new fence at the West Rindge Common.

Dick Call asked if the temporary gates down by Hubbard Pong. would be coming down soon, since it is fishing season.  Pini stated that this did come up at their last Roadway committee meeting.  Cloutier has called the state and they stated that they will be opening them up after Memorial Day.  Call stated that fishing season starts in April.  They should be taken down before Memorial Day.  Goodrich stated that he made an excellent point and they will have the Roadway committee look into it and get back to the Selectmen on this. 
John Kauer asked if the Ledger was true in saying that we were going to buy a 7th cruiser.  Goodrich stated that at the last Selectmen’s meeting that Chief Sielicki stated that the four-wheel drive vehicle was going to cost over $4000 to repair and the board suggested that he not put that much money into that vehicle and that he could look into purchasing a used vehicle.  Chief Sielicki has been trying to find a used vehicle under his maintenance budget line.  
Kauer asked what the gallon per minute flow rate on Engine 2 was.  Donovan stated 1000 gallons per minute.  Kauer asked if what out of state inspection then.  Donovan stated that the pump has failed three pump tests already. That is one of the main reasons why it is out of service and it would be a liability to put someone in a house fire with that pump.  The reason why it doesn’t meet state inspection is mechanical issues.  The exhaust system, brakes, and other things of that nature are why it did not pass.  Goodrich stated that it was not on this week’s agenda, but that Donovan was looking into all of the problems and was going to report back to the Selectmen.   

Kauer asked why the current permitting process is the way that it is.  Donovan stated that there is an adopted town ordinance as well as the state has an adopted town building code.  Donovan stated that cosmetic stuff does not need a permit.  They have advertised in several papers and online.  When you start getting into the structure of building, stairs and decks you do need a permit.  If any has any questions, they need to speak with the building inspector’s office.  
Approval of Minutes

04-07-10 – skipped over.
General Business
Officer Scott Radford Re: Police Explorer Program – Officer Radford came forward to explain the Police Explorer Program.  He handed out a packet for the Selectmen.  It does not cost the town anything.  It costs $11 for kids ages 16 – 20 per year for insurance.  He is looking to get the okay from the Selectmen to sign up and get the program going.  It cost $20 to sign up and he will be going before the Police Association to pay for that.  The program will have between 5-10 kids.  They are looking to meet twice a month and go through the whole year.   Brummer made a motion to authorize to establish a Police Explorer Program through the Police Association, 2nd by Barry.  All members were in favor.  
6:15 Public Hearing re: Proposal to do work on Woods Crossing Rd. – The Board of Selectmen have received a request from Mr. & Mrs. Olson to upgrade Woods Crossing Rd.  by recapping it.  All maintenance which includes snow plowing and road upkeep will be the expense of the Olson’s.  Pini stated that the Roadway committee had voted not to allow the upgrade to the road.  Chief Donovan had concerns about the drainage ditches.  He stated that the paved portion is better than the beginning of the road.  There was much discussion on this matter between the board and the citizens.  They would like to create guidelines for upgrading a class VI road.  Pini asked that this be continued for two more weeks so that they can get the opinion of the DPW Director as well.  This will be put back on the agenda in two weeks.  
Argent Cable – Andrew Bauer, VP of Business and Marketing, Susan Kay, President of Argent Cable were present.  Goodrich stated that the purpose of this meeting was to see if we could clear the air and find common ground.  The Board of Selectmen feels that this plan has stalled and they would like to move forward.  Goodrich asked for an update of the infrastructure and the lines.  Andrew Bauer went over what has been going on for the past couple of months.  They presented the board with their Business Plan, Resumes, List of Accomplishments and Customer service letter.  There was talk about what the Town was looking for from Argent in reference to their Financials and the MOU.  There was also talk about the Franchise Agreement and how many years they would have it for.  
David Drouin – Conservation Commission re: Trees – The Commission came to the Selectmen a year ago with a tree policy.   This is the first action on this policy.  They would like to put some Elm Trees in town.  They would like to purchase 3 trees.  The first would be on Main St., south of the Meetinghouse that would replace a maple tree that was damaged three years ago.  The other two trees would go at the beginning of Hillside Cemetery.  They would pull out the two trees out and put them to the back of the Cemetery.  These trees are 2-2 ½ inch gauge and 10’ high.  They need approval of the Selectmen and need to run it by the Beautification committee.  They would like to have them planted by 5/30.  Czekalski stated that about 15 years ago the Boy Scouts had planted a bunch of trees out in the back of the Cemetery; he was not sure what happened to them.  Drouin stated that they would look into it.  Brummer made a motion to purchase 3 Liberty Elm trees by the Conservation commission with the approval of the Beautification committee, 2nd by Barry.  All members were in favor. 
Recreation Director

Recreation Committee By-Laws – Fraley stated that the first question that he had for the committee as to whether or not the committee had By-Laws.  They had been working on the By-Laws and they have approved their By-Laws at their last meeting.  Barry motioned to accept the revised rules of procedure for the Rindge Recreation Department with one correction, 2nd by Brummer.  All members were in favor.  
Cromwell Drive Tennis Courts – The Recreation committee would like to condemn these tennis courts.  They have not been used or kept up.  They will salvage what they can from the courts, including the fence for the Police Department.  Barry made a motion to accept the recommendation of the Recreation Director and abandon the Cromwell Drive Tennis Courts and take any of the useable parts for other places in town, 2nd by Brummer.  All members were in favor.

Recreation Van – Fraley brought forward a recommendation to buy a 47 or 41 passenger bus.  They would keep the van as well since we do not owe anything on it.  School buses also do not work well with Senior Citizens.  Fraley was planning on taking the money out of the revolving account.  Brummer made a motion to approve the recommendation of the Recreation Director to approve the purchase out of the revolving funds of a used recreational bus, pending approval of the DRA in the amount of up to $5000, 2nd by Barry.  All members were in favor.
Barry  would like the Selectmen to recognize the work of Logan Peterson who will be graduating in 10 days from FPU.  He was a big asset to the Recreation Department when we needed him.  They appreciate all that he has done and wish him luck. 

Fraley stated to make the building more accessible to the town and give it a proper name, the Recreation committee decided on calling the building the Rindge Community Center at Wellington Park.  
Argent Cable -   Jane Pitt, Craig Clark, Andrew Bauer and Susan Kay met and came to an agreement for the MOU.  Pitt will update the MOU and email it to the Selectmen for approval.  
Ward Fund Donation for Meetinghouse Lighting & painting – Pini stated that the Ward Fund had agreed to pay for the new furnace at the Meetinghouse.  At that same meeting the Meetinghouse Oversight Committee had asked if they would fund some electrical work and painting in the foyer of the Meetinghouse.  The Ward fund felt that there was merit to the proposal up to $5000.  Barry made a motion to accept the Ward Fund Donation, 2nd by Brummer.  All members were in favor.  Goodrich would like to send a letter of appreciation.  
Jaffrey Timber Tax – Annett Forest – Pini stated that we received an email from Randy Heglin in Jaffrey.  They had a Timber cut for their new water transmission main on Cathedral Rd.  They are asking if the Town of Rindge would waive the Timber Tax of $30.48 associated with that project.  Motion made by Brummer to abate the $30.48  Timber tax bill to the Town of Jaffrey, 2nd by Barry.  All members were in favor.  
Health Insurance Renewal – Pini stated that we got our insurance renewal of 15.9%.  Pini went over the new proposed insurance and the addition of an employee pool for the increase in the deductible.  We put the 15.9% increase in the budget, but if we change the deductible, then we will only increase the plan by 11% and could use the difference for the pool. Pini is proposing that the board allow her to enter into a contract with Primex to renew our health insurance coverage at the same levels, except to increase the deductibles from $500 to $1000 and $1500 to $3000 and to implement this pool.  
Committee Assignments – Julie prepared a memo with the committees and the open seats that are available.  The Conservation Commission has three positions open, one full member and alternate positions.  
Payroll Manifest – Motion made to accept the Payroll Manifest by Barry, 2nd by Brummer.  All members were in favor.  
Accounts Payable Manifest – Motion made by Brummer to accept the Accounts Payable Manifest, 2nd Barry.  All members were in favor.  
Town Administrator’s Report

Ongoing Business – Pini went over the ongoing business for the Board.  
Brummer made a motion that they accept the organizational consultation proposal between the Town of Rindge and Franklin Pierce University of up to $2325, 2nd by Barry.  All members are in favor. 

Barry made a motion for Chief Sielicki to buy a 2006 used four wheel drive vehicle for a cost of $13,250, 2nd by Barry.  All members were in favor. 

Schedule goals work session 
Informational Items / Communication
Draft Street Numbering Ordinance

Non-Public Session per RSA 91-A:3 II.(e) for Litigation - Motion made by Barry to go into non-public session for Litigation, 2nd by Brummer.  All members were in favor.  

Non-Public Session per RSA 91-A:3 II. (a) for Personnel - Motion made by Barry to go out of non-public for Litigation and go into non-public for personnel.  All members were in favor.

Motion made by Brummer to come out of non-public for personnel, 2nd by Barry.  All members were in favor.  

Motion made by Brummer to accept the proposal by Mike Cloutier to hire Jake Kundert and Ethan Perry for the summer mowing job, 2nd by Barry.  All members were in favor.  
Adjournment- Meeting was adjourned at 9:35pm
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