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Selectmen's Meeting

Rindge Town Office


Date: Wednesday, May 19, 2010

Time: 
6:00 P.M.

Draft Meeting Minutes
Call to Order – Meeting called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Chairman Goodrich.  Present were: Burton Goodrich, Patricia Lang Barry, Jed Brummer, Carlotta Lilback Pini, Rick Donovan, Dave DuVernay, Casey Burrage, Mike Sielicki, Julie Labonte.
Pledge of Allegiance

Citizen’s Forum – A representative from US Cellular came forward.   He stated that this past Tuesday that they increased their coverage to areas that are challenged with that opportunity.  He has been driving around the area to see which areas don’t have internet coverage or limited coverage.  They are trying to get coverage to more people.  There was discussion about service in town from US Celluar and Verizon.    
Charlie Eicher stated that a few months back we had some forums about the budget.  One of the issues was the late start and he was wondering if we planned on starting the 2011 budget earlier.  Pini stated that she is still trying to figure out the 2010 budget, but Charlie makes a good point.  There was conversation about starting the process earlier and she will suggest that the Budget Advisory committee take it up at their next meeting and start talking about a schedule for the upcoming budget.  

Dick Call was here to talk about Hubbard Pond and the gates.  He spoke to the Fire Chief the other morning and the Rip Rap on that road.  Call is worried about the accessibility for Emergency Vehicles down that road.  There are three gates down there and he doesn’t think that a vehicle can make it down there.  The Selectmen need to take a good look at it down there.  He feels that there is an underlying issue down there.  
Vehicular Access to Hubbard Pond Dam – Pini stated that the Selectmen had asked her to report on the Hubbard Pond Dam project.  We received a Press Release from the state, Division of Forest and Lands stating that they will be reopening Fire Lane 222C beginning Memorial Day weekend.  The two gates on either side of the Dam will remain closed to prevent further degradation of the site.  The Dam is classified as a significant hazard by DES, it poses a potential threat to downstream inhabitants in the event of a breach.  They will begin Dam restoration this fall, in which they will close off the gates once again.  The Selectmen asked Chief Donovan to look at the roadway and see if there is Rip Rap that was put down, which would ruin the emergency vehicles going down there.  
Approval of Minutes

04-07-10- Barry stated that she had made some corrections and emailed them to Julie.  Barry approved the corrected minutes, 2nd by Brummer.  All members were in favor.  
General Business
Cont’d Public Hearing: Olson Request to Work on Woods Crossing Road – Goodrich stated that there was a site visit two weeks ago.   The Olson’s have two requests before the board, one to add a final coat to the paving and then to do some additional work on the swales on either side of the road.  At the last meeting, the Board had asked the Roadway committee to consider developing some guidelines, by which the Board could evaluate proposal by individuals to do  work on Class VI roads.  The Roadway committee met and broke into a sub-committee.  The policy is not quite ready yet for the Boards approval.  There will be a procedure if someone wants to do work on a Class VI road, they would submit a written request, the request would be reviewed by the Roadway committee and they would determine whether the work was considered maintenance or an improvement.  If it was maintenance, then the roadway committee would handle it.  If it is deemed an improvement, then it would be forwarded to the Board of Selectmen along with recommendations from the Roadway committee.  The committee is in agreement that in the future they would not want to see paving on a class VI road, unless it was a case that makes it necessary to control erosion.  The committee also talked about preserving stone walls and trees.  A lot of discussion was on Emergency access to the road.  The committee will be finalizing the policy and forwarding it along to Town Counsel.  The committee reached a consensus and its recommendation is that the Board allow Mr. Olson to put that second coat of pavement on and that he work closely with the Fire Chief and the Road Agent and Conservation Commission, if necessary, to try and improve the access for Emergency vehicles on that section of the road.  Pini did have a brief conversation with Mr. Olson on the phone and he did seem like he could work with us on this.  Goodrich thanked the Roadway committee for all of their work on this.  Brummer stated that he likes the recommendations that the Roadway committee has made and would like to make a motion to accept these recommendations, 2nd by Barry.  Pini would like to have this in writing after they agree to exactly what they are going to do.  
Candy Starrett re: West Rindge Common Fence  - Bill Harper was present to represent Candy Starrett.  This project has been ongoing since 2008.  Harper showed the Selectmen the fence that they were planning on installing in West Rindge.  The price of the fence in 2008 was $16,600 and now they are $18,500, The auguring of the holes will be $1300 and Bill will give the labor as a donation.  He knows that Candy went to the Woman’s club to get a donation.  $20,000 was approved by the Woman’s Club.  Brummer stated that Mike Cloutier had talked to PSNH about moving the pole that is in the front and relocate it, which they have agreed to do.  Cloutier has agreed to remove the old fence.  Barry made a motion for a total of $22,800 for the installation of the fence on the West Rindge Common, 2nd by Brummer.  All members were in favor.  Kim McCummings asked if there was a time frame and Harper stated that the fence was 5 weeks out.  
Rick Donovan, Fire Chief 

Report on Engine 2 – Donovan was present to talk to the board about Engine 2.  Donovan read a memo for the Selectmen and the general public.  The pump failed its pump test.  It is supposed to pump at 1000/gpm but it is only pumping at 873.  The pump is supposed to pump at NFPA standards.  It also failed the NH safety inspection.      Barry made a motion to follow the Chief’s recommendation to appropriate up to $22,000 to fix Engine 2, Pini stated that they will have to transfer this money from another department in order to find this money.  Brummer wants to know what services will be cut.  He wants to make sure that public safety is not hurt because of this.  Brummer wanted to make it contingent that other services are able to keep public safety.  2nd by Brummer.  All members were in favor.  
ESF’s for Emergency Operations Plan – Barry made a motion to except the chapters in the ESF for Public Works  and Transportation, 2nd by Brummer.  All members were in favor.  Pini stated that the town is working with Dr. Kristen Nevius to be able to use the Radio Station at Franklin Pierce University at 105.3.  They will be able to do pre-recorded messages and use it for other emergency situations.  They are still working out all the details.  
Street Numbering Ordinance – Donovan stated that Burrage was taking his Fire Inspector II class and he had to come up with an ordinance.  Donovan gave him this ordinance to work on to help the town and to use for his project.  Burrage explained the ordinance for the board.  The ordinance is consistent with state regulations.  He also researched with other towns.  Brummer made a motion to accept the hard work that Casey has done in adopting the new ordinance for street numbering, addressing and naming ordinance and also wanted to acknowledge the fact that Casey was a paramedic in the Town of Rindge, 2nd by Barry.  Barry wanted to know who the E911 liaison was.  Donovan stated that the board has appointed Deb Douglas and Rick Dononvan as co-liaisons.  Kauer stated that in the town of Walpole that they required the townspeople get the green reflector signs.  Call asked about if the house is way off the road and the mailbox is on the other side of the road.  
Rindge Farmers and Crafters Market – Kim McCummings and Sue Massey came forward to present their plan for this venue.  McCummings went over the rules, application and other information that was in their packet.  Pini talked about the funds and in the income and expenses.  She ran it by the Recreation Committee and the Conservation Commission about running these through their revolving accounts and neither one wanted to do that.  For now we will have to accept the revenue and put out the expense in the budget.  
Abatement Application – Map 18, Lot 10 – DuVernay came forward about his septic system abatement application.  The Supreme Court ruled that their septic system is exempt, but then the rule was changed and now he will be grandfathered and exempt.  Brummer made a motion to accept the abatement application of David DuVernay, 2nd by Barry.  Charlie Eicher asked if this was in perpetuity, and if the Septic system would decrease in value.  Goodrich asked if the exemption went with the property or the owner.  DuVernay stated that it went with the property.  All members were in favor.  
Paving Bid – Cloutier went out for bid on the Paving.  He received 4 bids and PJ Keating is the lowest bidder at $70.40 per ton.  They have been the lowest bidder for the past 13 years.  Barry made a motion to accept the recommendation of the Road Agent to award the paving bid to PJ Keating, 2nd by Brummer.  All members were in favor.  
Payroll Services – Pini stated that this came up at the Budget Hearing.  Alex Douglas a member of the Budget committee took the intiative and contacted Timepays for us and they came out and met with Helene Rogers, Pat Miller, Julie Labonte and Carlotta Pini to discuss our services.  They project that they can save us $2,000, which is 20%.  Pini would recommend that we switch our payroll service from Paychex to Timepays, this will give them time to switch us over for July 1st.  Brummer made a motion to accept Timepays as the new payroll company with a saving of $2,000 and a July 1st start date, 2nd by Barry.  There was some discussion on this.  All members were in favor. 
Health Savings Account – (Flexible Spending Account)- We are being offered this through Primex.  It is up to the employees as to whether or not they want    fill in  Brummer made a motion to accept the flexible spending accounts from Primex for our employees with the caveat that we look into the fill in, 2nd by Barry.  All members were in favor.  
Civil Forfeiture Letters – This letter is for people that have new dogs that have not yet registered their new dogs with the town.  They have received two letters so far from the Town Clerk and have not registered yet.  Motion made by Barry to 
Unanticipated revenue of $512.82 for Bench on the Common – Motion made Brummer to accept the $512.82, 2nd by Barry.  All members were in favor.  
Unanticipated revenue of  $20.00 for Swap Shop – Motion made by Barry to accept the $20 for the Swap shop, 2nd by Brummer.  All members were in favor.  
Payroll Manifest – Barry made a motion to accept the payroll manifest, 2nd by Brummer.  All members were in favor.  
Accounts Payable Manifest – Brummer made a motion to accept the Accounts Payable manifest, 2nd by Barry.  All members were in favor.  
Town Administrator’s Report

Ongoing Business – Pini stated that the town and Franklin Pierce are back on track in their Town Gown meetings and their next meeting is June 5th.  
The MOU with Argent has been signed.  We now need to figure out who the five people are that will sign the non-disclosure agreement to review their financial statements.  

Electric Light Fund Report – Pini stated that Mr. Kauer had questioned our financial report of the Electric Light Fund that had a balance of over $600.  We found a warrant article from 1956, the Warrant Article sent us to the state legislature.  It states that all or some of the principal can be spent on fill in.  Kauer stated that he is shocked with the answer.  
Informational Items / Communication
April Expenditure/Revenue Summary Reports

Non-Public Session per RSA 91-A:3 II. (a) for Personnel – Motion made by Brummer to go into non-public session, 2nd by Barry.  All members were in favor.  

Barry made a motion to hire Jennifer Ely for Camp Director at a rate of $12.00 and Katie Clark-Kevan for Assistant Camp Director at a rate of $
Adjournment
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