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Selectmen's Meeting

Town Office

Wednesday, January 21, 2015
6:00 P.M.
Present:  Selectmen Roberta Oeser, Bob Hamilton, Dan Aho, Finance Director Ellen Smith, Interim Town Administrator Jane Pitt, Executive Secretary Nicole Sesia 
Approved Minutes
Call to Order / Pledge of Allegiance

Citizen’s Forum
Bob felt insulted by Roberta at the last Planning Board meeting. 

Roberta explained that at the Planning Board meeting she had stated that neither of the other BOS members had expressed interest in the Planning Board.
Bob feels that he has expressed interest in learning about all of the various Boards and activities in the Town of Rindge. 

Dan explained that he would have no problem being the ex officio for the Planning Board or to rotate each year but he had thought since Roberta had an interest in the Planning Board she was a better fit.
General Business
Dan made a motion to approve Accounts Payable and Payroll for 1/22/2015. Bob seconded and the Board voted unanimously in favor. 

School Budget by Rick Sirvint

Rick presented his report on the School Board Budget. (See attached report)

Rick Sirvint is the only Jaffrey- Rindge School Board Budget Advisory Committee Member from the Town of Rindge. There are two members from Jaffrey but both did not attend a sufficient amount of meetings. 

Roberta was shocked that the School Board was budgeting for gas at $3.50 per gallon when currently gas is under $2 per gallon. 

Charlie Eicher, School Board Member, wanted to cut the school budget by an additional $100,000 but the rest of the School Board did not agree. 
The School Board Deliberative Session will be February 4th, 2015 at 6:30pm at Pratt Auditorium in Jaffrey. 
In order to make a floor motion at Deliberative Session to reduce the budget at least 150 citizens need to attend and be in favor of the reduction. 

Pipeline
The January 26th Board of Selectmen meeting with Kinder Morgan has been canceled due to Kinder Morgan not being able to attend. 
Jane explained that it would be a better idea to hold a public meeting after the February 3rd Kinder Morgan open house, that way at least we would have some new information.

Matthew Abdifar, public affairs manager at Kinder Morgan, and Lucas Meyer met with Jane and Ellen today at the Town Office. 
Jane explained that nothing was learned from the meeting. They were very elusive and used the phrase “this is the process”.
The questions the Board of Selectmen submitted back in December 2014 were finally answered today.

Jane explained that we could post the questions and Kinder Morgan’s responses on the webpage.
The Board has not made a formal request to Kinder Morgan or FERC stating they will not allow Kinder Morgan to survey on Town Property, although the Board did vote to deny Kinder Morgan the access to Town Property for the purpose of surveying. 
Mary Ann Harper took it upon herself to send letters to some possible abutters to inform them of the Kinder Morgan Pipeline.
Mary Ann suggested that a task force or committee be formed so that the Pipeline concerns can be dealt with without taking up all of the Town Employees time. 
Roberta explained that we will be sending out information for February 3rd Open House Kinder Morgan is hosting. Jane questioned whether it would be a good idea to send out flyers for the Open House if affected residents are ill informed. Jane’s main concern was that the affected residents would sign paperwork without being informed of the Pros and Cons of the pipeline.

Mary Ann asked if she could do a PowerPoint presentation at Deliberative Session to explain the last three Warrant Articles, dealing with the Pipeline, which she submitted. The Board of Selectmen agreed that Mary Ann could make a short presentation at Deliberative Session to explain the three Warrant Articles on the Pipeline. 
The Town of Rindge needs to write two letters to Kinder Morgan and the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC); one from the Conservation Commission and one from the Board of Selectmen. 
There was a question on whether people would be allowed to hand out anti-pipeline information outside the Kinder Morgan Open House at Hidden Hills. It was decided that the owner of Hidden Hills would be the one to ask. 
Kelen Geiger inquired about whether there would be Police Officers for the event. Jane explained that it was up to Kinder Morgan to hire our Police Officers for the evening. 
Finalizing the warrant
DPW Director Mike Cloutier found that he could purchase a new dump plow truck for $156,590 instead of the $161,000 that he had originally thought.
Jane researched the options of 3, 5, and 7 year lease options using the amount of $156,590.

3 year lease $55,132 per year totaling $165,398 with an interest rate of 3.10%.

5 year lease $34,147 per year totaling $170,738 with an interest rate 3.17%


7 year lease$25,610 per year totaling $179,274 with an interest rate 3.69%

Roberta suggested that if the Board keeps the outright purchase on the ballot that they remove the article to put the $30,000 for Capital Reserve.

Ellen explained that we would only have to raise 152,090 for the new dump truck due to the trade in of the old dump truck. Ellen compared the Warrant articles and Budget with last years and explained that we would only be expending an extra $17,990 or a 3.28% increase in the tax rate. If all Warrant Articles pass there would be an increase our tax rate from $4.60 to $4.63.
Ellen and Jane brought forward the idea of eliminating the Energy Commission Warrant Article this year and using funds out of the Impact Fees instead. There is an estimated $6,000 in the Impact Fee Fund.
Bob explained that he would rather pay one large sum for the plow truck but thinks that the lease is more likely to pass.

Al Lefebrve asked if it was possible to have Article 12 (lease purchase of the dump plow truck) and Article 13 (purchase of the dump plow truck) stating if Article 13 should fail a three year lease would take place.
The Board agreed that a lease is risky due to every year having citizen’s vote to approve the next payment. 
Tom Coney’s, Chairman of the Budget Advisory Committee, inquired why there was a pickup truck purchased for the Highway Department if the Town knew that a plow truck was needed. Tom would have preferred that the estimated $30,000 that was spent to purchase a pickup truck for Mike was used towards the purchase of the plow truck.
Bob made a motion to make the outright purchase of the Highway Dump Plow Truck appear as a Warrant Article on the 2015 Warrant and to eliminate Article 12, the lease purchase of the Highway Dump Plow Truck.  Dan seconded the motion and the Board voted unanimously in favor. 

Article 9 is the Budget. Ellen will put together a PowerPoint presentation for all Warrant Articles. 
Article 10 is the Fire Truck Lease. Chief Rick Donovan will speak about this if there are any questions
Article 11 is the Wellington Bridge Capital Reserve. Roberta will present this Warrant Article.
New Article 12 is the Highway Dump Plow Truck purchase. Jason Paolino, Capital Improvement’s Plan Committee, will do a PowerPoint presentation on this Warrant Article.


New Article 13- Energy Projects- Jane suggested the possibility of eliminating the Energy Projects Warrant Article and taking some money out of the Impact Fees to continue with Energy Projects at the Police Department. Pat Martin, Energy Commission, explained that she would not be in support of the Energy Projects Warrant Article being pulled and would not feel comfortable with just replacing the windows at the Police Department. 
Dan explained that he is not against the energy projects but feels that the Highway Truck would be more likely to pass if some Warrant Articles were eliminated this year. 
Dan made a motion to strike Article 15 stating to appropriate $30,000 to be added to the Highway Capital Improvements Fund. Bob seconded and the Board voted unanimously in favor. 
Larry Cleveland asked how long it would take to “payback” all of the money we have spent on Energy Projects over the years. 

Pat Martin, Chairman of the Energy Commission, explained that there is an estimated $15,000 per year in cost avoidance.
Dan suggested changing the Energy Projects to $10,000. 
Bob made a motion to remove the Energy Commission Warrant Article. Roberta seconded the motion for discussion. The Board voted one in favor two opposed. 
Dan made a motion to decrease the amount of funding in Article 13, Energy Projects, from $15,000 to $10,000. Roberta seconded the motion and the Board voted two in favor and one opposed.
New Article 14 is $5,000 for the 250th Celebration- Roberta will present this article. 
New Article 15 is the Recreation Vehicle. Timothy will answer questions on this article.
New Article 16 is the Library Expansion. Flo Marsh, Library Trustee, will present this article. 
New Article 17 is $25,000 to come out of the Library Restricted Fund. Flo will present this article. 
New Article 18 is to allow the Trustees of Trust Funds to hire Capital Management. Roberta will present this article. 
Roberta made a motion to post Articles 9-12 to the 2015 Warrant. Dan seconded the motion and the Board voted unanimously in favor. 
Dan made a motion to post Article 13 to the 2015 Warrant. Roberta seconded the motion and the Board voted two in favor and one opposed.

Bob made a motion to post Article 14 to the warrant. Roberta seconded the motion and the Board voted two in favor one opposed.

Bob made a motion to post Articles 15-18 to the warrant. Dan seconded the motion and the Board voted unanimously in favor.
Article 19 is a Zoning Petition Warrant Article dealing with Impact Fees. 

Articles 20-22 are Petition Warrant Articles dealing with the Pipeline. 
The Budget Advisory Committee will vote on Articles 9-15, 17, and 18.

The Warrant will be posted Monday 1/26/2015 by 6pm. 
Vision Statement
Jane explained that we did not have to have a Vision Statement in this year’s Town Report instead in the Board of Selectmen Report it could be stated that the Board is working on revising the Vision Statement.
Energy Commission Appointment
Mike Kennedy requested to be appointed a member of the Energy Commission.
Roberta made a motion to appoint Mike Kennedy as a member of the Energy Commission. Dan seconded the motion and the Board voted unanimously in favor.
The Board of Selectmen signed the Deed to release the property located at 121 North Street back to the owners with taxes paid in full.

Pandelina Construction hired the Rindge Police Department for a detail involving the construction of the new turn lane at the intersection of Forristal Road and Route 202.  It has been over a year and they have finally paid for this service. 
Sally Maquade (Rice) came to the Board meeting to discuss her family property. She owns what is known as “the Rice property”.  This is the white building just above the Veteran’s Memorial in the center of Town. The septic system for the property is located on the Town Common. There would need to be an easement in order for the properties septic to be maintained correctly. Sally is looking for an easement so that she may sell this property. 
Jane recommended that Sally talk with her Septic Company and see if there is any possible way to move the Septic or if there was any other solutions. 
Adjournment
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