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Selectmen's Meeting
[bookmark: OLE_LINK5][bookmark: OLE_LINK4]Town Office	
Wednesday, October 19, 2016
6:00 P.M.

Present:  Selectmen Bob Hamilton, Roberta Oeser, Jim Qualey, Finance Director Ellen Smith, Town Administrator Joe Byk, Executive Secretary Christine Smith	
10/19/16 Minutes
	
CALL TO ORDER / PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The meeting came to order at 6:00 PM.  
Public Hearing pursuant to RSA 31:95-b regarding the Award to the Town by the United States Department of Justice of a COPS Grant in the amount of $125,000, said Grant to be used to partially fund the hiring of an additional Police Officer (8th officer).  
The Board of Selectmen asked everyone to sign in and mark on the sign in sheet if they wanted to speak at the public hearing. 3 minute allowance to speak/testify.  Meeting today to discuss two decisions that need to be made regarding COPS grant; would the Town like to add an 8th officer for 2017 and should the town accept the COPS grant. Some things have not been definitely answered; matching funds not allocated for that purpose, can we accept this grant – no definitive answer, the Board of Selectmen want to stay within the law. Audience viewed power point presentation compiled by Chief Todd Muilenberg. Power point reviewed the police department now, the current effect on officers, MRI recommendations, costs to fill shifts, comparisons to other communities and tax impact for years 1-4 of the grant period. The Town of Rindge is one of only four towns awarded a COPS grant.  Approximately 50 members of the public attended the hearing, 23 signed in to speak, the majority were in favor of accepting the grant and the addition of an 8th officer. A few expressed concerns that they would like this to be a warrant article and how the balance that is not covered by the grant would be paid for and what other Towns have gone through and done about accepting a grant like this. Roberta Oeser stated that funds were allocated in the budget for this purpose – the funds have been lawfully appropriated for an additional police officer. Jim Qualey said that he has only heard from a fraction of the voters and that the grant was received via email on October 3rd. The Town has 90 days from the October 3rd date, roughly 11 weeks to work out the specific mechanics for NH law. Jim also stated that he listened to the Chief, has looked at the shifts and there is a case for an 8th officer. The Chairman closed the public hearing at 8:00pm.
Roberta made a motion for Chief Muilenberg to recruit and hire an additional, preferably experienced, F/T officer Bob seconded. All in favor 3-0. Roberta also mentioned that Todd needs a pay scale and what he can offer a potential candidate to recruit?

CITIZEN’S FORUM

GENERAL BUSINESS
1. Approval of:

       a)  Accounts Payable, 10/13/16 & 10/20/16
A motion to approve the accounts payable for 10/13/16 & 10/20/16 was made by Roberta, seconded by Jim, approved 3-0.

      b) Payroll, 10/13/16 & 10/20/16
A motion to approve the payroll for 10/13/16 & 10/20/16 was made by Roberta, seconded by Jim, approved 3-0.

2.  Minutes, 10/05/16
A motion to approve the minutes for 10/05/16 was made by Roberta, seconded by Jim, approved 3-0.

3.  General Business

a) Announcement of Town Tax Rate
 2016 Tax Rate is $27.91. The Town portion has gone down .49 cents. The school portion is up .39 cents and the county portion is up .12 cents.

b)  Unlicensed Dogs – Notice of Forfeiture
    	  A motion to approve the Town to send out Notice of Forfeiture letters was made by Roberta,   
  seconded by Jim, approved 3-0.

c) Acceptance of unanticipated revenue under RSA 31-95-b 2016 Bulletproof Vest           Partnership $990.66
 Tabled

     d)    Adoption of Local Emergency Operations Plan
A motion to adopt the Local Emergency Operations Plan was made by Roberta, seconded by     Jim, approved 3-0.

     e)    Announcement of Trick or Treat Hours: 4-7pm on October 31, 2016
  	Trick or Treat hours were announced.

     f)    Town Report Publisher
            Tabled


4. Non-public re: hiring per RSA 91-A-3ii(b)
        Tabled


 5.  Information Items/Communications/Updates
       Trunk or Treat, date changed to 10/28 due to weather forecast.


[bookmark: _GoBack]6.  Any other business to come before the Board
Chief Donovan announced a retirement reception for Deputy Fire Chief Rob Jackson on 11/5/16 at       6:00 pm at Hidden Hills. 

On 10/29/16 the Fire Dept. will be conducting a mass casualty drill using Main Street in front of the Meetinghouse and Payson Hill Road. Roberta made a motion to have Payson Hill Road open to one way traffic only on Saturday, October 29th from 8am – 12 pm and to close the Main Street and Payson Hill intersection. Seconded by Jim, approved 3-0.


    Adjournment
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