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Selectmen's Meeting
[bookmark: OLE_LINK5][bookmark: OLE_LINK4]Town Office	
Wednesday, February 24, 2016
5:00 P.M.

Present:  Selectmen Robert Hamilton, Roberta Oeser, Executive Secretary Katy Robbins, Finance Director Ellen Smith, Town Administrator Jane Pitt.
 Absent: - Dan Aho

APPROVED Minutes
	
CALL TO ORDER / PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

CITIZEN’S FORUM
 
Kelen Geiger expressed her concern for the lack of information on the website for the residents of Rindge. She stated that she has complained consistently and will continue to complain until it is taken care of.  She said at the previous meeting 2/10/16, she was upset that Candidates Night was not up on the website in a timely manner.  She stated that it is unacceptable that the website is not providing information a month in advance for meetings such as Planning and Board of Selectmen.  She is also concerned that the Facebook page has not been utilized.  

She asked how long the Town’s contract with Mainstay is in effect and are we looking at possibilities for another website company? 

Jane stated that we are in a contract with Mainstay and we do not have grounds to cancel the contract, they have not violated any of the provisions of the contract. 
The Town did not want to spend a lot of money on the website and we have a basic package.  We are currently researching options for a new website.

Bob stated he spoke with the College to see if they could have their IT students look at our website and offer any suggestions.  He was told that they started work on their own website 5 years ago and are still in the process of building.

A brief discussion regarding the Town Facebook took place.  Holly Koski felt it is helpful for situations such as when Nancy Martin posts information if there in is an instance when the computer system is down for Motor Vehicle Registrations etc.

Jane stated this is better than what we had, but not a good as it could be.

Larry Cleveland wanted to confirm the amount of money that is allocated for the Memorial Day Celebration.  We would like to have the Flags looked at for possible replacement.

Much discussion took place regarding the issue needing a Committee Chair.  Bob motioned to appoint Larry Cleveland the Director of the Memorial Day Celebration, Roberta seconded, approved 2-0.



GENERAL BUSINESS

Roberta made a motion to approve the accounts payable and payroll manifests for 2/18/16 and 2/25/16, seconded by Bob and approved 2-0.
Roberta made a motion to approve the minutes of 2/10/16, with correction, Bob seconded and approved 2-0.
Pipeline Update
Roberta stated that a right to know letter was sent to DES for all minutes and correspondence with Kinder Morgan, a meeting is being set up to go through all the documentation.

Jane Pitt, Jason Paolino, and Jan Griska are working on the amendment for the site plan review regulations for blasting and construction.  There are quite a few items to look at this and it is going before the Planning Board.  There are questions regarding Bonds and road crossings, weight limits, escrows for consultants.  Some good news, the Town already has the process set up for Bonding.

Maryann Harper stated that at their last meeting there were questions as to a statement made by KRT, that some residents may receive royalties on their land.  However, this is not correct, this would be a one-time lump sum payment.  Jane will address the concern.

Library Hours
The Library Trustees meetings will take place on the 4th Thursday of the month at 4:30 pm.

Transfer Station Permits – 2015 Discount
The permits for 2016 will be in next week.  Roberta made a motion to reduce the price of the 2015 Transfer Station Tickets to $5.00.  The pricing for stickers for 2016 remains the same as 2015, Bob seconded the motion and approved 2-0.

Annual Report and Voters Guide Updates
This year’s report has an Appreciation page to our volunteers.  Voters’ Guide will be in the mail on Thursday, February 25th.

Town Committees
Jane addressed the questions that were raised at the February 10, 2016 meeting regarding the forming of a Committee.  
Jane stated that what she had done was to encourage 3 department heads to sit down and discuss their facility needs in connection with developing the Capital Improvement Plan due to the fact the Facilities is part of the whole plan. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]There were meetings with Todd, Rick and Mike to go over what their space needs were and their facility needs.  The old plans were dusted off that the Town had spent thousands and thousands of dollars developing a potential combined building for Public Safety.  She checked with the New Hampshire Municipal Association as to whether that type of meeting would be subject to the Right to Know, there response was no.  I have copies Right to Know Law are available.

There were no committees operating without the authority of the Board of Selectmen.  There are very often 2 or 3 managers that get together over a common issue which happens all the time.  There are Department Head Meetings that take place to exchange information.  If we were going to establish a committee, we would have come to the Board of Selectmen for authorization.  I believe that the word committee was used out of context.  
I feel this is a useful exercise. You can call the NH Municipal Association who puts out a decision tree which you can determine if a situation constitutes an open meeting or not, there are copies here.  There is also a 2 page brief on what the Right to Know Laws are all about, especially when it comes to Municipalities as opposed to the State.  
The Attorney General also has a memorandum that you can find online if you Google, Right to Know.  This is a very detailed document.
Larry Cleveland stated that he feels the law is convoluted and could be interpreted several different ways.  He feels that transparency is key and the public should be notified when this subject is being discussed and should be welcome to attend.  
Jane stated she can guarantee that no one is planning any construction on a building.  The only purpose was to try to make sure the facilities we have are adequate and last.  
Larry stated that he is not buying the part that you are not talking about construction.  I feel that there is planning going on right now.  I believe that when department heads and the Town start talking about a 3 to 4 million project, the public should know about it.  It goes back to transparency there is a huge mistrust of this Town Hall.  
Bob Hamilton stated that as far as the minutes are concerned, are they available within 5 business days?  

INFORMATIONAL ITEMS/COMMUNICATION

March Meeting Schedule
The Board of Selectmen’s meetings well be at 6:00 pm on March 9, 2016 and March 23, 2016.

January Revenues & Expenditures

Any other business to come before the Board


Adjournment
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