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Selectmen's Meeting

Town Office

Wednesday, March18, 2015

6:00 P.M.

Present:  Selectmen Roberta Oeser, Dan Aho, Robert Hamilton and Finance Director Ellen Smith

Approved Minutes

Call to Order / Pledge of Allegiance

Roberta opened the meeting with the announcement that Nicole would not be present and she would be taking the minutes. The order on the agenda was changed to elect the Chair before any other business. Dan nominated Bob as Chair with a second by Roberta. Vote unanimous and Bob assumed the Chair’s position.
Dan nominated Roberta as Vice-Chair with a second by Bob. Vote unanimous.
Citizens’ Forum
Roni Hamilton asked Roberta about seeking grants for more fiber internet to expand Fastroads since that company seems to be defunct. Roberta said that Fastroads has been used as a generic to describe high speed internet and the only way the town would get more would be from grants.
General Business
Dan made a motion to approve the accounts payable and payroll manifests for March 12th and 19th with a second by Roberta. Approved 3-0.

Dan made a motion to approve the minutes of  March 4th with a second by Roberta. Approved 3-0.

Selectmen committee assignments: After some discussion Roberta made a motion to combine the Telecommunications and Technology Committees with a second by Bob. Approved 3-0.
The committee assignments:

Telecommunication/Technology – Roberta

Planning Board – Dan

Budget Advisory Committee – Bob

Meeting House Oversight – Roberta

Recreation – Roberta

Capital Improvement Plan – Dan

Town/Gown – Bob

Bob announced that Officer Horne is not available to be sworn in but there will be an honorary ceremony at the meeting on April 1st.

Police Officer Mark Griffin was recognized for his excellent service with the reading of a letter of commendation from Chief Todd Muilenburg.

Monadnock Regional Special Response Team: Chief Todd Muilenburg introduced Lt. Terry Choate of the Jaffrey Police Department as the Team Commander of the unit. Terry explained the purpose and history of the team: that there had been several attempts to organize over the years and that there are presently 8 departments that participate. Being on the team requires 96 hours of training a year and although they do go through SWAT training at possible incident sights (such as schools) they are not a SWAT Team. Their purpose is to handle lesser incidents or to act as the rapid response team until the state SWAT team can arrive if necessary. Members volunteer their time and sometimes pay for their own equipment. Coverage for this team is approximately a 20 mile circumference from Peterborough.
Questions from the audience: Roni Hamilton gave accolades for the demonstration at Crime Watch. Kelen Geiger requested that more notifications be done for future fund raising for the team. Larry Cleveland wanted people to know that the individual members provide much of their own equipment. Bob inquired about the team being called out: the incident commander (generally the Chief of Police in the town of occurrence) makes a request and of the team leader and they make the determination on several factors.

Pipeline Update: The meeting on March 25th is a BOS meeting to be held at the Rindge Memorial School gymnasium at 6:00. Kinder Morgan will do a presentation and then take questions from the audience. Maryann Harper requested an opportunity to also give a presentation on behalf of the Rindge Pipeline Awareness group. The board concurred that it would be after the Kinder Morgan group was gone.  There was discussion about the new maps that have been released showing much broader impact areas of up to ¼ mile from the proposed pipeline. Maryann requested that the Town notify FERC of the three warrant articles that passed with the vote count included as it would have more impact that coming from citizens. Also a request that a taskforce be appointed to include members from the Conservation  Committee, Planning Board, Board of Selectmen, Police Chief, Director of Public and Life Safety, Director of Public Works and two members from the Rindge Pipeline Awareness group. Maryann also requested information about the Coalition meetings and if she could attend. Roberta explained that they were open meetings and that the next was scheduled for March 31st at 9:00 am at the Brookline Town Hall.
In more discussion, FPU has offered to film the March 25th meeting and they would like to be involved in the task force. They will not be having a forum as originally planned due to scheduling issues with Kinder Morgan. Roberta gave a brief update on the Coalition meeting that morning and distributed material to the board. Some will be posted on our web page.

Staples Credit Card: Ellen explained that obtaining one will enable the town to purchase for all departments instead of putting in on one card as Nicole has been doing. Dan made a motion to apply for the card with a second by Roberta. Approved 3-0.

Memorial Day Parade: As no one from the Veterans group has come forward to organize the parade this year Jane suggested doing a service in the Sanctuary at the Meeting House by Revered David Jadlocki followed by the picnic on the Common. Due to David being out of town on Memorial Day weekend, scheduling was discussed. Larry Cleveland offered to investigate doing the parade and will discuss with Jane. Jim Qualey suggested having it outside or in the Meeting House instead of not having it on the 25th. Pat Martin reminded all that the Cathedral of the Pines does a ceremony on May 30th.
Electric Trust Fund: Bob and Roberta went to the State House to testify before the Senate committee last week. With a minor amendment it was passed by the committee as ‘out to pass’ and will be going to the House. Plans are to testify at the hearing.

Impact Fee flyer: Bob wanted to make sure that all knew that the BOS had no knowledge nor approved either side of the flyer as reported in the Keene Sentinel and the Monadnock Ledger-Transcript. The Sentinel did run a correction but have not seen one in the Ledger-Transcript.

Expenditure Reports for February were distributed and discussed. Numbers are still pretty much in line with last year. Mutual Aid has still not been paid.

Adjourned at 7:45
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