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Selectmen's Meeting

Town Office

Wednesday, April 15, 2015

6:00 P.M.

Present:  Selectmen Roberta Oeser, Dan Aho, Robert Hamilton, Interim Town Administrator Jane Pitt and Finance Director Ellen Smith

Approved Minutes

Call to Order / Pledge of Allegiance

CITIZEN’S FORUM

Charlie Eicher updated the Board on the open positions being filled at the Jaffrey-Rindge Cooperative School District.  There are currently 4 positions needing to be filled, Superintendent, Principal Rindge Memorial School, Assistant Principal at Conant High School and Assistant Principal at Jaffrey-Rindge Middle School.  The two Assistant Principal positions would replace the current Deans of Students.  

General Business
Dan made a motion to approve the accounts payable and payroll manifests for April 9, 2015 and April 16, 2015 with a second by Roberta, approved 3-0.

Roberta made a motion to approve the minutes of April 1, 2015 with a second by Dan, approved 3-0.

Abatement Request – 151 Red Gate Lane:

A memo from Assessing Clerk, David DuVernay, was distributed for consideration.  The parcel owner, Thomas Frost applied for abatement of taxes on a vacant parcel at Map 34 Lot 46, located across the road from his residential dwelling.  After reviewing the memo, the Board determined that the matter needed to be looked into further and additional information would need to be brought forward in order to make a determination.  Roberta made a motion to table the request until the April 29, 2015 BOS Meeting, Dan seconded, motion passes 3-0.  

Rindge Farmers Market:
Kim McCummings announced that the market was entering its 6th spring/summer season and she is here to request permission to operate the market at West Rindge Commons as it has been in years past.  The market will operate on Thursday’s between May 14, 2015 and October 8, 2015 with hours of operation from 3:00 – 6:00pm, vendors will be allowed to setup starting at 2:15.  Roberta made a motion to sanction the farmers market to function on West Rindge Common as requested, Dan seconded, motion passes 3-0.
Appointment of Conservation Commission Alternate:
David Drouin, Chairman, Conservation Commission, is recommending the appointment of Jan Griska as an Alternate.  Roberta made a motion to appoint Jan Griska as an Alternate on the Conservation Commission for a term of three years, Dan seconded, motion passes 3-0.
It was also noted that both Fred Rogers and Richard Mellor’s terms are up this year and will need to be reappointed.

Destination Imagination – “Bucket Day” at the Transfer Station:
Dan made a motion to allow Destination Imagination to hold Bucket Day April 25, 2015 at the Transfer Station as long as their members stay on the lawn area outside the gates and do not venture onto the pavement, Roberta seconded, motion passes 3-0.
Pipeline:
Jane drafted two letters regarding the pipeline as a result of the Town Meeting vote. 

The first was addressed to Kinder Morgan informing them that the Board of Selectmen, in accordance with the vote of the Town Meeting, have voted to deny permission to Kinder Morgan/Tennessee Gas Pipeline Company, LLC, its representatives, contractors, subcontractors, and associates access to any Town-owned properties for the purpose of conducting surveys or other related land investigations in furtherance of the Northeast Energy Direct Pipeline Project. 
The second was addressed to FERC reiterating the wishes of over 70% of Rindge voters to oppose approval of the construction and installation of the pipeline in addition to the permission denial referred to in the above paragraph.

Roberta motioned to submit both of the letters, with certain edits to the first, in accordance with the vote of the people of Rindge at Town Meeting, Bob seconded, motioned passed 3-0.
Maryanne Harper announced that there will be a meeting held at the Rindge Recreation Center on Tuesday, April 21, 2015 at 6:30 pm for affected property owners/pipeline opponents.
Town Administration (future planning):

With Jane’s contract expiring on December 31, 2015 it seemed prudent to start a discussion about the future of the Town Administrator position.  Since the start of Jane’s tenure, she has been able to fulfill the job requirements within a 30 hour work week putting this at a part time position.  Jane would consider staying on for one more year if this is the desire of the Board.
Selectmen’s Goals:

Jane provided the Board members with a copy of the Selectmen’s Goals and Objectives which was the result of the Toah Nipi retreat in 2013.  The following is a summary of the Board’s comments:
1. Trail Networks – Ongoing project.  Economic Development Committee with the Rindge Chamber of Commerce will be moving forward with the map and trail head marking project in conjunction with Franklin Pierce University.
2. Town Facilities – Ongoing project.  There was a meeting earlier in the day with the “facilities group”, Chief Muilenberg, Chief Donovan, DPW Director Cloutier, Town Administrator and Planning Director at which time many facility related issues were discussed.  Jane recommended that this group meet on a regular basis to gain an understanding of all the needs of all the buildings including maintenance projects, improvements and new facility feasibility, identifying needs vs wants.

3. Compensation – Ongoing project.  Progress has been made but we still need an overall plan.

4. Technology – Grossly successful.  

5. Roads & Bridges – Ongoing project.  DPW Director will bring his road plan to the Capital Improvements Program Committee meeting next week so members can gain an understanding.

6. Meetinghouse – Ongoing project.  Thanks to the Ward Fund this historic building has undergone much needed painting at no cost to taxpayers and future projects include interior improvements.

7. 250th Anniversary – Ongoing project.  Rev Jadlocki will be gathering Town groups together to discuss plans.

8. Capital Improvements Program – Members have been added to this committee and are currently meeting with Department Heads to gather a correct inventory of capital items before analyzing how to fund them.

9. Utilize FPU resources – Ongoing project.  Town/Gown meeting regularly.  Future collaboration on pipeline matters, trail mapping and possible intern opportunities.
10. Support energy conservation – Ongoing project

11. Communications with Townspeople – Ongoing project.

New goals were discussed such as sale of surplus town property & keeping the tax rate as level as possible.


INFORMATIONAL ITEMS

March expenditures were distributed.
Follow up on the Fairpoint box installed on the corner of Wellington Road and Main Street.  A Fairpoint engineer met with Chief Muilenberg and Mike Cloutier and was able to arrange moving the box back away from the corner which will improve the line of site.  This group also identified a similar project taking place in West Rindge and was able to address the positioning of the box before installation.
Bob summarized the Tuesday hearing he and Roberta attended in Concord regarding the Electric Light Trust.  The legislature is considering an amendment that would eliminate the unreasonable voter turnout requirement of 50% of registered voters at elections to access these funds.  It would also require 66% of the voters who do turnout to agree to any expenditure.  Ellen clarified that this hearing addresses only the Electric Light Fund and does not include any other funds held by the Trustees of the Trust Funds or the Library Trustees.
Adjournment

