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Selectmen's Meeting

Town Office

Wednesday, April 1, 2015

5:30 P.M.

Present:  Selectmen Roberta Oeser, Dan Aho, Robert Hamilton and Finance Director Ellen Smith

Approved Minutes

Call to Order / Pledge of Allegiance

CITIZEN’S FORUM

Betty Anders asked about the status of the Pipeline Task Force and the letters to be sent to Kinder Morgan, FERC and NHSEC.  It was explained that Town Administrator Jane Pitt has been ill but once she returns these items would be addressed.  She also announced that there would be a “Pipeline Pilgrimage”, described as a peaceful walk, starting in western MA and ending in Dracut MA, later this month.  Chief Muilenberg asked to be put in touch with the organizers to discuss safety concerns.
General Business
Roberta made a motion to approve the accounts payable and payroll manifests for April 2, 2015 with a second by Dan, approved 3-0.

Roberta made a motion to approve the minutes of March 25, 2015 with a second by Dan, approved 3-0.

Chairman Hamilton ceremoniously swore in Tom Horne as a full time Police Officer.

2015 Assessment Review:

Greg Heyn, Real Estate Appraiser Supervisor with the New Hampshire Department of Revenue Administration, advised the Board that every five years the Town is required to have an assessment review. This process tests the Town’s policies and procedures and verifies, through physical inspection and/or statistical data testing that there are no material deviations from the standards set by NH RSA’s.  

Abatements:
David DuVernay announced that the Town has received 9 abatement applications for the year 2014.  
The BOS was asked to consider the abatement request of Cheryl Kottke which Dave recommended be granted.  The BOS agreed with Dave’s recommendation. Dan made a motion to reduce the valuation on Map 31 Lot 9-1 from $ 357,600 to $285,000, Roberta seconded, the Board voted unanimously in favor.

Monadnock Tenants Co-op Subordination Agreement:
On February 15, 2001 Monadnock Tenants Cooperative executed a Property Lien and Mortgage with the Town of Rindge in the amount of $312,500 on their mobile home park.  The money was provided them by the NH Office of State Planning under a CDBG grant to provide funds with which to construct a septic system in consideration of their offering rental plots to low- and moderate-income individuals.

The terms of the mortgage are such that no payments nor interest are due and should it go full term, the mortgage would extinguish (in fact, it extinguishes by 1/20th each year to 11/15/2021).

Defaults include nonpayment of a superior lien; failure to maintain the property; failure to pay taxes, utilities, and other expenses; sale of property outside Monadnock Tenants; etc.

The Mortgage provides that Mortgagee may subordinate its lien to others.

At this date, the mortgage lien has fallen from $312,500 to $93,750.

Roberta made a motion to sign the agreement, Dan seconded, the Board voted unanimously in favor.

Scott Hakala – Atlantic Drive Petition:
Scott Hakala and Larry Olin submitted their formal petition to the BOS to layout and accept as a public road Atlantic Drive.   

Dan disclosed that he will have to recuse himself as Mr. Hakala is a relative and Roberta disclosed that she represents Mr. Olin in real estate transactions.  Since Dan is disqualified, RSA 43:7 Appointment by Board to Fill Place of Disqualified Officer, would apply, whereby “The place of a selectman or other officer so disqualified shall be supplied by appointment, by the other members of the board, of a qualified person who has theretofore holden the same office in the town, or, in the case of committees, by a new appointment”.  It was suggested that former Selectman Sam Seppala be asked by Jane to serve in this capacity.

There was discussion about the Roadway Committee’s recommendation that Atlantic Drive be bonded until Michael’s Drive is completely built out.  Mike Cloutier, DPW Director, voiced his concern over the costs associated with the acceptance of roads as well as the potential for damage to a Town road during construction on Michael’s Drive which is not a town road.

Roberta made a motion to find occasion to hold a public hearing on May 13, 2015 regarding the layout and acceptance of Atlantic Drive located off Route 119, Bob seconded, motion passed with 2 in favor.
Memorial Day Update:
Jim Qualey spoke on behalf of the group organizing the Memorial Day Parade.  They are in the process of gathering information from various groups in Town that have participated in the past.  The picnic is tentatively set to begin at noon and the parade at 2:00 Monday, May 25, 2015.
Economic Development Committee:

It was decided that Roberta will serve on this committee.

Refund of Town motor vehicle fees:

Nancy Martin, Town Clerk, submitted a request for the Town motor vehicle fees paid by Rose Knight be refunded to her.  The vehicle was returned shortly after registration because it was a lemon.  Roberta made a motion to refund $ 647.00 to Rose Knight, Dan seconded, the Board voted unanimously in favor.


INFORMATIONAL ITEMS

February Revenues were distributed.
Concerned citizens have been commenting on the danger that is being posed by a new utility box affixed to a pole at the corner of Wellington Road and Main Street.  The Roadway Committee also identified this as a line of site issue.  Ellen placed a call to FairPoint to have the box relocated.  Since that call the box was moved down about a foot which we believe may be unrelated to Ellen’s call to FairPoint.  This will be followed up on.

Adjournment

