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Selectmen's Meeting

Town Office

Wednesday, April 29, 2015

6:00 P.M.

Present:  Selectmen Roberta Oeser, Dan Aho, Robert Hamilton, Interim Town Administrator Jane Pitt and Finance Director Ellen Smith

Approved Minutes

Call to Order / Pledge of Allegiance

CITIZEN’S FORUM

Don Cook asked about the advertisement for a Police Officer position.  He was told that it was for an anticipated upcoming vacancy and not for the “8th position”.
Burt Goodrich toured the Police Station recently and was pleased with the BOS supported improvements.

Holly Koski asked the following questions:

1. Had the road weight limits had been lifted?  Yes, they were lifted early this year, on Tuesday April 28, instead of the normal May 1st.  

2. Were annual burn permits now required?  Yes, they were required as of last weekend.

3. What was the Fire Department doing on Crocroft?  Per Chief Donovan the Department was conducting pump training.

General Business
Dan made a motion to approve the accounts payable and payroll manifests for April 23, 2015 and April 30, 2015 with a second by Roberta, approved 3-0.

Roberta made a motion to approve the minutes of April 15, 2015 with a second by Dan, approved 3-0.

Meetinghouse Town-Wide Yard Sale:

Burt Goodrich and Marcy Miller were her on behalf of the First Congregational Church seeking permission from the BOS to hold their 9th annual town wide yard sale.  Chief Donovan reported that a special event permit had been filed and is in the final stage of approval.  Roberta made a motion to allow the First Congregational Church to use the Common on Saturday May 16, 2015 in accordance with the special event permit, Dan seconded, approved 3-0.
DPW – Hiring replacement for David Bilodeau and Transfer Station Update:
David Bilodeau is retiring after 12 years of service to the Town.  DPW Director Mike Cloutier went into great detail about the position that needs to be filled and an overview of what his Department does throughout the year with a power point presentation.
At the end of the presentation, Budget Advisory member Don Cook asked the Director some specific questions:

1. Are there any special licenses needed to perform the Heavy Equipment Operator/Truck Driver job?  
Training is performed by the Director in conjunction with classes.  Licensing is required for the Transfer Station.
2. With 7 plow routes, how long does it take to do one route?  
4-5 hours.

A former Town employee in the audience stated that years ago they tried cutting down the full timers and it did not work and there were constant no shows.

A different audience member raised the concern of putting more responsibilities on the remaining staff, stating that they would suffer burnout and potentially endanger themselves or others by not getting proper rest or working too many hours.

Dan Aho asked how long it would take to fill the position.  Mike responded that he has already received 15 applications and 3 have the proper qualifications.  
Roberta made a motion to move forward with the hiring of a full time replacement for David Bilodeau with a second by Dan, approved 3-0.

Rick Donovan – Update Town Fee Schedule & Appointment of Ron Osimo to Emergency Management Committee:
Chief Donovan recommended that Ron Osimo be appointed to the Emergency Management Committee as he is currently involved with the mandatory update of the Local Emergency Operations Plan.  This Committee is in the process of applying for a grant to cover the costs of the plan such as expenses associated with drills and administrative operations.
Bob made a motion to appoint Ron Osimo as a citizen-at-large member of the Emergency Management Committee, seconded by Roberta approved 3-0.
Chief Donovan distributed to the Board existing and proposed fee schedules used by the Buildings Department explaining that the proposed fees will bring the Department’s revenues in line with its expenditures and comparative with surrounding communities.  

The BOS will review the schedule and comment at a later date.

Deputy Fire Warden Appointments and Reappointments were made.

Jim Qualey – Library Trustee Alternate Appointment:
Jim Qualey would like to continue as a Library Trustee Alternate, a position he has held for several years.  Bob made a motion to appoint James R. Qualey, III as a Library Trustee Alternate for a term on one year, to expire March 31, 2016 with a second by Dan, approved 3-0.
Deb Qualey – Women’s’ Club President’s Project:
Each year Rindge Women’s Club gives their President $500.00 to spend on a community project.  Deb, being the recipient of these funds for 2015, is proposing a beautification project at the Library.  The project will involve plantings near the Library’s sign.  She asked if the DPW would be able to assist with the removal of bushes around the sign which may cause the sign to be pulled out of the ground.  Jane recommended that she speak directly with DPW Director, Mike Cloutier about the necessary assistance.  Roberta made a motion to grant permission to Deb Qualey, RWC President, to execute her proposed beautification project seconded by Dan, approved 3-0.
Rindge Veteran’s Association – Flags at the Veterans’ Memorial:

The Rindge Veteran’s Association is proposing a plan to add six (6) additional flag poles to the Memorial Park in the center of town.  The fiberglass poles will be twenty (20) feet high with 3’ x 5’ flags, 3 poles on each side of the walkway.  Roberta made a motion to allow the Veteran Association’s project with approval from the DPW Director as to the exact position of the poles, Bob seconded, approved 3-0.
Abatement Requests:

# 14-01 Thomas Frost Map 34 Lot 46

Roberta motioned to deny the abatement seconded by Bob, approved 3-0.
# 14-03 Jamison Van Dyke Map 3 Lot 38-2

Roberta motioned to table this abatement until the next BOS meeting to be held May 13, 2015 Dan seconded, approved 3-0.

# 14-06 Mikael Lassila Map 4 Lot 3-2-3

Dan motioned to decrease the assessment to $ 255,000 seconded by Roberta, approved 3-0.

# 14-07 Jacques Veilleux Map 6 Lot 90-2, party not present at meeting.

Dan motioned to decrease the assessment to $ 290,300 seconded by Roberta, approved 3-0.

# 14-08 Charles Wright Map 6 Lot 54-1-8, party not present at meeting.

Roberta motioned to deny the abatement seconded by Dan, approved 3-0.

Vehicle Registration Refund:

Enterprise Fleet Services registered a vehicle in error.  The State of NH has already refunded the state portion; they are now requesting a refund of the Town portion.  Roberta made a motion to refund the Town portion of $ 114.50 to Enterprise Fleet Services seconded by Dan, approved 3-0.

Pipeline Update:
A draft letter, prepared by the NH Municipal Pipeline Coalition, was presented to the Board.  The draft, to be addressed to the Governor, Congressional delegation and NH Senators and Reps, voices opposition to the Kinder Morgan/Tennessee NED proposal.  Roberta motioned to notify the Coalition that Rindge will sign the letter once it is presented in its final form, Bob seconded, approved 3-0.
Jane distributed a memo regarding a Pipeline Task Force to be established.  The memo outlined the charge of the task force and recommended several members.  Bob would like this group up and running ASAP.  Jane will reach out to the public through Facebook and our website to recruit 2 community representatives.  Roberta motioned to create the Pipeline Task Force as outlined in the draft, seconded by Bob, and approved 3-0.


INFORMATIONAL ITEMS

Earlier in the meeting, Burt Goodrich gave the Board a brief description of the work to be done to the Meetinghouse in preparation for the town’s 250th anniversary.  Projects will include interior beautification, paint, flooring, cleaning repairs to freeze damage.  The Meetinghouse Oversight Committee will be bringing an RFP forward for the Board’s approval at a later date.  It is anticipated that the Ward Fund will be able to fund most of these items.
March revenues were distributed for review.

Chairman Hamilton made a motion to strike the word “Interim” from Jane’s title, officially making her Town Administrator; Dan seconded approved 3-0.

Roberta presented a letter addressed to the Town Health Officer; Dave DuVernay signed concerned residents of Rindge’s Payson Village.  The letter states that the water hasn’t been tested since 2012 at Payson Village.  Roberta clarified that the well had in fact been tested as required and she posted the test results at Payson Village.  As far as the concern over air quality this is not an issue over which the Town has jurisdiction.  

Jane announced that former Selectman, Sam Seppala, has agreed to sit in Dan’s place at the public hearing for the acceptance of Atlantic Drive as a Town road.  Dan had to recuse himself from the subject as he is related to the parties involved.

Adjournment

