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Selectmen's Meeting

Town Office

Wednesday, July 8, 2015
6:00 P.M.

Present:  Selectmen Roberta Oeser, Dan Aho, Robert Hamilton, Town Administrator Jane Pitt and Finance Director Ellen Smith

Approved Minutes

Call to Order / Pledge of Allegiance

CITIZEN’S FORUM

David Drouin asked the Board if there has been any thought into the planning for the Town’s 250th Anniversary.  Roberta explained that the plan is to get the volunteer groups in Town together for another meeting to discuss the event.  

The Family Festival, held on July 3, 2015, was a huge success and the Board thanks all of those involved.

General Business
Dan made a motion to approve the accounts payable and payroll manifests for July 2, 2015 and July 9, 2015 seconded by Roberta and approved 3-0.

Dan made a motion to approve the minutes of June 24, 2015 seconded by Roberta and approved 3-0.

Franklin Pierce University (FPU) Crosswalks:
Doug Carty from FPU met with the Roadway Committee to discuss ways to enhance the safety of students and locals around the waterfront.  The Roadway Committee recommended adding signage and cones at key locations; see attached map.  Roberta made a motion to grant permission to FPU to install temporary signage and cones on Town roads in accordance with the Roadway Committee’s recommendations, at no cost to the Town, Dan seconded, approved 3-0.
Rindge Fire Department (RFD) Emergency Management Grant:
The Town of Rindge is applying for an Emergency Management Performance Grant (EMPG) to develop a New Local Emergency Operations Plan (LEOP).  The total project cost will be $ 11,706 to be offset by $ 3,000 in grant funding and $ 3,000 in soft matching through staff and volunteer time.
The Town of Rindge Board of Selectmen, in a majority vote accepted the terms of the Emergency Management Performance Grant as presented in the amount of $ 3,000 for the purchase of a laptop computer and other Emergency Operations Center (EOC) supplies and materials to develop the new LEOP.  Furthermore, the Board acknowledges that the total cost of this project will be $ 6,000 in which the Town will be responsible for 50% soft cost match ($ 3,000).  It is further moved to authorize Jane Pitt, Town Administrator, to sign on behalf of the Board of Selectmen.
Pearly Pond Pollution Control Update:

FPU and the Pearly Pond Association have teamed up to address water quality problems of Pearly Pond.  FPU is applying for grant funding to help offset the costs of the projects.
Dick Isakson, on behalf of the Pearly Pond Association and Dr. Catherine Owen Koning, on behalf of FPU, presented the Board with the Draft Watershed Management Plan.  The plan outlines the causes and sources of the pollution and identifies ways to address the problems.  The University plans to install structures to intercept and filter storm water.  One of the areas identified as suitable for a rain garden, collection basin replacement, porous paver and erosion control is a Town owned property located on Kimball Road. 
The Town and the Pearly Pond Association have an agreement, signed in 2013, which outlines the terms for use of the property.  That agreement contained certain provisions that need to be amended as follows:
1. Extend the length of time allowed to back out of the agreement from 30 days to a longer period of time.
2. Add language to address this particular pollution control project as an allowed use in addition to the RFD access.

3. Note that the Town is not responsible for any associated costs of this project but may be asked to provide help in the form of heavy equipment operation.

The BOS agreed to allow FPU and the Pearly Pond Association to install a rain garden and porous pavement system; no formal vote was taken.

Library Expansion Plans:

The Architect hired by the Library Trustees presented conceptual plans to the BOS for the final phase of the library expansion project. The major components include a multipurpose room with an approximate capacity of 56 seats on the children’s room level of the building, a large space on the main floor over the new multipurpose space and expansion of the 3rd floor.  Dan Aho asked how much square footage would be added to each level, answer, 1,108 lower floor, 989 main floor and 1,200 3rd floor.  This expansion is estimated to cost approximately $ 1,300,000 which includes a fire suppression sprinkler system.
Other topics touched upon were:

1. Q - Will there be enough parking?  A – Yes, there should be 1 space for each 400 sq ft.  The lot will gain a few spots due to the positioning of the addition.

2. Q – How will the construction take place with patrons still using the facility?  A – There is typically a shut-down period.

3. Q – What will the ongoing operational costs be?  A – Cannot tell at this point, this will be addressed further along in the process.

4. Q – How will the project be funded?  A – Ingalls 1894 Association, a non-profit organization, has been established to fundraise.  The officers include Gillian L’Eplattenier, President, Roberta Gordenstein, First VP, Sharon Rasku, Treasurer and Jim Qualey, Secretary.

Bob is recommending that a conference call be set up with Terry Knowles of the AG’s Office, Jane, Ellen and members of the Association to get a full understanding of how the non-profit, Library Trustees and Town Administration will work together.

Police Detail Rates:

With the New Hampshire Retirement System employer rate increase taking effect 7/1/15, it was time to update the Police Detail rates.  The last adjustment to these rates was in 2011. Chief Muilenberg distributed to the BOS an analysis of how Rindge compares with surrounding towns.  He found that both the rate at which we pay our officers and the rate at which we bill vendors has not kept pace with other communities.  The Chief is recommending increasing the officer’s hourly rate to $ 47.50 per hour from 

$ 42.50 per hour, eliminating the overtime rate and keeping our $ 75.00 per detail cruiser fee flat.  Roberta made a motion to adopt Proposal #2 as recommended by the chief, effective 7/13/15, seconded by Dan, approved 3-0.
Pipeline Update:
FERC has scheduled a series of “Scoping Sessions”.  As a member of the NH Municipal Pipeline Coalition, Rindge will have legal guidance in identifying unique characteristics that may be affected by the Pipeline.  Items such as Town owned properties, aquifers and conservation land would be identified as well as eminent domain concerns.
Roberta reported that Coalition members met with US Representative Ann Kuster, trying to get NH to join MA and NY congress members together to assist in slowing down the pipeline approval process.

The Coalition will be sending a letter to the Public Utility Commission (PUC) recommending that they not accept the agreement with Liberty as there does not seem to be a need for the gas and also to note that the pipeline appears to be oversized and it will create an unnecessary burden on ratepayers. Bob made a motion to authorize Roberta to sign the letter to the PUC on behalf of the BOS, seconded by Dan approved 3-0.

Inventory of Town Owned Property:
The Rindge Conservation Commission provided the BOS with narrative outlining their position on several properties acquired by tax deed over the past several years; the narrative is attached.  The Commission designated four properties as “Prime”, they are as follows:

Map 3 Lots 92-5, 6 & 10 – 48 acres on Lord Hill and Main Street

Map 5 Lot 14-4 – 7 acres on Abel Road

Map 6 Lots 26-3-1 to 3-14 – 49 acres Cromwell Court

Map 39 Lots 21, 31 & 36 – Kimball Road Right of Ways (ROW’s)
The Board of Selectmen and the Conservation Commission agreed that the properties listed above on Lord Hill, Main Street and Abel Road will not be sold at this time.  
The property on Abel Road will be held due to the presence of Tarbell Brook, the ability to fish and due to the fact that the land is wet.

The properties on Lord Hill and Main Street will be held for now to see what happens with the pipeline.

The ROW’s on Kimball Road were not on the list as being considered for disposal.

Cromwell Court has an approved Planned Unit Residential Development (PURD) which needs to remain intact.  Part of the PURD is a significant amount land that will remain undeveloped. The parties agreed to put the properties up for sale with a deed restriction which would require the buyer(s) to abide by the terms of the PURD.
The next property discussed was Map 2 Lot 15 – 22 acres on Rand Road.  The Conservation Commission designated this property as “Interested” due to its proximity to other conserved land and to the rail trails.  After much discussion it was agreed that the Town would look into subdividing this parcel resulting in 3 to 4 buildable lots.  A sale may not be able to take place until the spring.

The remaining properties on the Conservation Commission’s list were not being considered for disposal.

After the joint discussions were finished, Jane briefed the BOS as to the agreement reached between the 2 parties interested in the 2  lots located on Hemlock Av, Map 45 Lots 48 & 49.  Since the Town is the current owner of the parcels, the BOS has to sign the application for a Technical Subdivision to be submitted to the Planning Board for approval.  Roberta made a motion to authorize Chairman Hamilton to sign the Technical Subdivision on behalf of the BOS, seconded by Dan approved 3-0.
A note was made to look into Map 1 Lot 16A to be sure the Town took it by tax deed.

The Board agreed that the Town should move forward with the processes involved in selling the following properties:
Map 6 Lot 26-3-1 thru 3-14 
Cromwell Court

Map 6 Lot 84 


Lord Brook

Map 34 Lot 36 


Red Gate Lane

Map 36 Lot 3-1 

Weidner Drive

Map 45 Lot 1


Deschenes

Map 45 Lot 10


Loop Road

Map 45 Lot 11


Sandy Shores

Map 45 Lots 80-1 & 81-1
Beach Ave & Spruce Ave

Map 47 Lot 20


Watatic Road

Map 47 Lot 28


Cheshire Road

Map 47 Lot 53


Loop Road

Map 47 Lot 72 


Sharon Pl


INFORMATIONAL ITEMS

Primex Premium Holiday:
The Town will receive the following Premium Holiday’s from PRIMEX which will first be applied against the 2015 premiums and the remainder applied to the 2016 premiums:
2013 Workers’ Compensation Program

$ 21,520. 91

2014 Workers’ Compensation Program

$ 15,782.53

2014 Unemployment Compensation Program
$   2,616.68

HB 258:
The Town Clerk, effective July 1, 2015, will receive a fee of $ 2.00 for the preparation of each motor vehicle registration document.  This is an increase from $ 1.00 per document.

KRT Letter to Homeowners:
The administration has received numerous complaints about a letter that was sent out by KRT Appraisal purported to be from both KRT and the BOS.  This letter was not reviewed by the BOS.  Any future correspondence from the appraisers to the residents must be reviewed by the BOS.
Letter from Superintendent O’Neill re: Veterans’ Memorial:

In a letter to the BOS dated June 12, 2015, the school district agreed to work with locals and school maintenance staff to assure that the Memorial on the grounds of Rindge Memorial School be properly maintained.
Adjournment

