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Selectmen's Meeting
[bookmark: h.30j0zll]Town Office	
Wednesday, March 9, 2016
6:00 P.M.

Present:  Selectmen Robert Hamilton, Roberta Oeser, Dan Aho, Executive Secretary Katy Robbins, Finance Director Ellen Smith, Town Administrator Jane Pitt

DRAFT Minutes
	
CALL TO ORDER / PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Police Department: Swearing – In, Appointments and Commendations
Chief Todd Muilenberg swore in Max Rocheleau as a full-time Police Officer and Amanda Swanson as a part-time Police Officer for the Town of Rindge.

Chief Muilenberg then read a commendation for call that took place on January 29, 2016.  Officer Rachel Malynowski and Officer Max Rocheleau had responded to a call where, due to their efforts, quick response and professionalism, resulted in saving a life.

Reverend David Jadlocki was presented with a badge and installed as the Town of Rindge, Police Department Chaplin.


CITIZEN’S FORUM
 

GENERAL BUSINESS

Dan made a motion to approve the accounts payable and payroll manifests for 3/3/16 and 3/10/16, seconded by Bob and approved 3-0.
Roberta made a motion to approve the minutes of 2/24/16, Dan seconded and approved 3-0.

Bob stated that the Board of Selectmen (BOS) had planned a Non-Public meeting to discuss the Town Administrator’s position, however, Jane Pitt requested that this be heard in the Public meeting.
He stated after the last BOS meeting on February 24th Jane Pitt tendered her resignation to him, the following day Jane sent an e-mail to Dan Aho and Roberta Oeser to confirm her decision.  Jane then reconfirmed on the following Monday and stated she would stay on as needed.  Which leaves us in a position as to how we go about replacing Jane, what timeframe.  Due to the fact Jane requested this part of the meeting be in the Public session, she was given the opportunity to make a statement.

Jane stated going back almost 3 years she was contacted by Sam Seppala, when the Town of Rindge was experiencing a bit of chaos, I agreed to come in for 4 months.  The goal was to calm things down and make sure things ran smoothly and properly.  Also to address a number of outstanding issues and problems that existed.  One of my goals which goes along with having an effective government that serves its people is civility and mutual respect and I thought we had achieved a great deal of that.  I was stunned at the last selectmen’s meeting to realize we have not achieved that.  We have personal attacks and accusations about dishonesty and untrustworthiness which was a broad brush, but directed toward me and Ellen.  I am at an age now where I do not need to put up with it, and I won’t put up with it.  This is a sad situation that the Town is in and I am sorry to have to leave on that note.

Bob asked the other Selectmen if they wanted to discuss this in open session or go into Non-Public.  Roberta stated that this is Town business and we are in a bit of a problem, there is not money in the budget to pay someone adequately for what Jane does for the Town.  

Dan stated how he was thankful for the job she has done for the Town of Rindge.

Al Lefevere stated he was not at the last meeting, however could not understand how anyone could infer, insinuate dishonesty, secrecy or anything of that nature with regard to Jane.  I admire the stability that has been provided to the Town during her tenure.  We will miss you, I do not know how the Town will get that back and wish that the people that have offered up those insinuations would offer up an apology.

Bill wanted to know how we got this point, the lack of civility and the tone of the meetings.  I am embarrassed by this current situation.  

A number of people spoke on behalf of Jane and the staff of the Town Office.  Residents expressed their feelings, frustration and anger regarding Jane’s resignation.  A number of residents in attendance questioned as to where these allegations were coming from.  

Larry Cleveland spoke regarding the statement that was made at the last meeting, he stated that he has heard from many people in Town and that there is a lot of mistrust in this Town Hall, that is exactly what I said and I mentioned no names.  So if you took that personally Jane, that tells me something right there.  I never mentioned your name or a single person’s name to that Board.  

Roberta stated that if someone has a problem or concern with a Town employee, there is a form to fill out and the issue should be brought to the Board of Selectmen in a non-public session, not in Citizens Forum.

Many residents asked what it would take to have Jane change her mind regarding her resignation, however she feels that it is beyond the point of returning.  

Todd Muilenburg stated that he is has nothing but respect for Jane and understands her position regarding her resignation.  He stated that he may have misspoke with the word Committee and feels terrible that he might have any part in the current situation.

It was suggested that a mediator might be a possibility to help bring the Town together.

Carol Donovan & Linda Tower Camping Permits
Roberta motioned to approve the Camping Permits for Carol Donovan and Linda Tower for 2016, seconded by Dan, and approved 3-0.


Appointment of Phil Simeone to Conservation Commission
Roberta made a motion to appoint Phil Simeone to the Conservation Commission to expire 2017, seconded by Dan seconded and approved 3-0.



7 East Monomonac Road Abatement Request
Dave DuVernay presented to the BOS, the Carpenters live on 7 E. Monomonac Road, 2 parcels of land that were severed in the 1960’s, when the State developed Route 119.  Map 3, lot 58-1, is a 1.0 acre triangular piece of unbuildable property and Map 23 lot 5 is .17 acre.
Roberta made a motion to forego another KRT review and reset these 2 undevelopable properties back to $500.00 each, seconded by Dan, approved 3-0.

INFORMATIONAL ITEMS/COMMUNICATION

Roberta made a motion to accept $500.00 for the Woman’s Club to help with the purchase of candy for the Easter Egg Hunt and Day Camp Scholarships as unanticipated revenue, Dan seconded, approved 3-0.

Any other business to come before the Board


Adjournment – 8:50 pm





image1.png




