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Selectmen's Meeting

Town Office

Wednesday, April 30, 2014
6:00 P.M.
Present:  Selectmen Roberta Oeser, Dan Aho, Bob Hamilton, Interim Town Administrator Jane Pitt, Executive Secretary Nicole Sesia and Finance Director Ellen Smith
Approved Minutes
Call to Order / Pledge of Allegiance

Citizen’s Forum
 The flag at the Meetinghouse is torn and should be replaced. Roberta explained that new flags had just come in and we would be replacing the old ripped flags shortly. 
The Veterans Association requested to borrow the Fire Department flashing sign to use at their car wash to raise money for a scholarship. Roberta explained that the Fire Department purchased the sign, so this needs to be run by Chief Donovan. The fire department has to move and program the sign because there is a liability issue for non-town employees to move or work on town property. 
Kelen Geiger requested that the next time a Board of Selectmen meeting is public but isn’t open for public input that it be posted to state that.  Roberta explained that public input is completely up to the Chairman of the Board. Bob asked why there were no guidelines or rules that made it so the Board had to take public input.  Roberta explained that the Chairman has authority to acknowledge the public to speak. 
Peggy Gilmour attended the meeting to keep communication open between the Town of Rindge and the Senate. Peggy reported on the Senate’s recent activities and announced some bills that are pending. 

General Business
Electric Trust Fund was moved up on the agenda in order to brief Senator Gilmour. In 1917 the Town owned their own electric company. This company was sold to PSNH’s predecessor for $124, 336.99 in 1957. The account is currently at $936,731. To use the money the Town would need to have half of the voters on the checklist to vote and then there must be a super majority in favor. Peggy Gilmour agreed to sponsor legislation to change this vote requirement. The money could be used to seed the capital reserve fund. Ellen and Jane will sit down with the Trustee of Trust Funds to discuss how this money is invested.
Park Theatre
Caroline Hollister from the Park Theatre made a short presentation on what to expect when the rebuild of the Park Theatre is complete. There will be 375 seats open year round for movies, plays, and concerts. The goal is to have the theatre open by the spring of 2016. 
Dan made a motion to approve the accounts payable and payroll for 4/24 and 5/1. Bob seconded the motion and the Board voted unanimously in favor.

Dan made a motion to approve the minutes from 4/2, 4/16 and 4/21 with suggested changes. Roberta seconded the motion and the Board voted unanimously in favor. 
Nicole reported on the new webpage and how the webpage would not be going live until all bugs had been removed. This could mean pushing the live date out a few more days. 
Tax Anticipation Note
Ellen reported that the Town needs to borrow up to 1.5 million dollars to cover the school payment. This note will enable the Town of Rindge to meet its expenditure obligations, specifically the May and June 2014 payments to the Jaffrey Rindge Cooperative School District. 

Selectmen Dan Aho made a motion to issue a Tax Anticipation Note in an amount not to exceed            $1, 500,000. Selectman Bob Hamilton seconded the motion and the Board voted unanimously in favor. 

The Energy Commission requested permission to spend $240 for the purchase of replacement of certain LED lights for the Police Department.  

Dan made a motion that the energy commission can spend the $240 out of the warrant article. Bob seconded the motion and the Board voted unanimously in favor.  

Perambulation
The Selectmen need to perambulate the border of the Town and ensure there is no encroachment from bordering Towns and to replace any markers that have fallen into disrepair. It was suggested that maybe the Boy Scouts could be assigned to perambulate the Town borders. Ellen said she would check into having the Boy Scouts walk the Borders. 

Informational Items / Communication

Telecommunications Committee Report
Craig Clark from the Telecommunications Committee updated the Board about what the committee has been doing. 
There is an opportunity for 442 people to be connected to the fiber. 
It would cost $23,000-$30,000 per mile for adding line to existing live fiber. 
FCC Connect America has a grant for rural broadband coming up in the fall. Interest for the grant was due on March 7th although applications won’t be coming out until towards the ends of summer. Late summer or early fall would be the deadline for the application and the grant would be awarded in early 2015.  
Due to recent votes against HUD and Southwest Regional Planning Commission it will be hard to apply for these grants. 

Eighty Seven homes in Rindge have taken the fiber service.  

Also due to the vote for there to be no affiliation with the Southwest Regional Planning Commission Al Lefevbre’s request to them to pay with money that is generally available to pay costs for attendees at conferences, was denied.

Dan made a motion to pay for Al Lefevbre’s fee plus mileage to go to the Broadband conference. Bob seconded the motion and the Board voted unanimously in favor.

About 25% of the homes in Rindge have access to the fiber. 

Public works list of repairs were distributed.  Mike Cloutier is trying to do more repairs to highway equipment in house. 

January February and March revenues were distributed for the Selectmen to revenue. Ellen pointed out that in the March revenues motor vehicle revenue is up. Ellen has a question in to Mike French about Jaffrey court payment’s and why they are low. We are up about $38,500 in revenues over last year. 

Adjournment
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