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Selectmen's Meeting

Town Office

Wednesday, June 11, 2014
6:00 P.M.
Present:  Selectmen Roberta Oeser, Dan Aho, Bob Hamilton, Interim Town Administrator Jane Pitt, Executive Secretary Nicole Sesia and Finance Director Ellen Smith
Approved Minutes
Call to Order / Pledge of Allegiance

Citizen’s Forum
Roberta announced the arrival of our new chairs and they were free.

Larry Cleveland announced that there was an obvious attempt to discredit him and save our town in the Sentinel on Tuesday. 

Roberta explained that it is impossible to set up a special town meeting to receive a grant, there just isn’t enough time. Rick explained that for federal grants he knows he usually has 30 days to respond. Grants are not usually announced within the time frame to be accepted at town meeting. 

Jane read a memo from Al Lefebvre explaining how the planning commissions could help with broadband mapping. 

Bob brought up the article that was in Tuesday 6/9/2014 Sentinel and explained he had called the author about who the “town officials” referred to in the article were and got the response that the other official was Jane. Jane explained that she had not spoken to the reporter directly but had left a voice message.  
Roberta congratulated Kelen Geiger for obtaining a letter of deficiency in regard to the Woodmere Association Issues.  

Holly Koski expressed her desire to have  a “lost and found” section on our Facebook page. She has had a grey cat in her neighborhood and would like to ensure the animal is returned home safely.

General Business
Bob made a motion to approve accounts payable and payroll for 6/5/2014 and 6/12/2014. Dan seconded and the Board voted unanimously in favor. 

Bob made a motion to accept the minutes from 6/4/2014 with a correction. Dan seconded the motion and the Board voted unanimously in favor. 

SCBA Presentation
Captain Dale Smith and Firefighter/EMT Casey Burrage presented the new air packs. The new packs are about 10lbs lighter, we now have a voice amplifier, RIT connection and buddy breather. 

The town now has 15 of the older SCBA’s that need to be disposed of. 

Chief Rick Donovan listed our options: 
1. Mascenic High School has a firefighter one program that will be including Conant Students. One option is to donate the air packs there.
2.  The second option is to donate the air packs to Meadowwood Training Facility This is a training facility for Firefighters that will be in Rindge or surrounding towns.

3. The third option is to sell them to Dalmatian Fire. Rick received a price of $3970 for all of the packs.

Rick recommends at this point to either donate them to Mascenic High School or to sell them to Dalmation Fire. Rick expressed that the program at Mascenic could be very beneficial to the town, we could receive trained firefighters from this program. Currently Mascenic doesn’t have any SCBA’s, they have been borrowing from surrounding town’s in order to complete the Firefighter One course. 

Roberta suggested going for the money and since Jaffrey just received a similar grant maybe they will decide to donate their SCBA’s.
Roberta made a motion to sell them contingent on the fact that their price is no less than 2900 and we don’t have to pay for shipping back. Dan seconded the motion.
Dan suggested that no less than $3500.
Roberta amended her motion to a minimum of $3500. Bob seconded the motion and the Board voted unanimously in favor. 
Building Permits
Rick presented the board with a memo informing them of the issues with building permits. There have been several sheds buildings and decks built without permits. 

Rick listed his recommendations

1. Sheds that are over 10 years old be put on the tax card with no building fee. 
2. Projects that do not concern a life safety issue should get a permit fee of double the price and waive the penalty fee. 
3. Any structures that are concerns for life safety should not be waived and should pay the proper fees and penalties. 

Rick Donovan, Deb Douglas and Dave Duvernay are spending large amounts of time researching these structures. 
The home owners who don’t know of the current laws usually come in and pay the fees right away.
Rick explained that the Board is the only one who can waive the penalty fee of $275.

One situation is a horse barn where the owners have been told several times they needed a building permit. The barn encroaches on the setback and it still doesn’t have a building permit. 

There are 39 cases sitting in front of the Board today
If a structure is on a property for 90 days it is considered to be permanent. Currently you have to have a building permit for anything 25 sq. feet and over. Larry Cleveland explained that a lot of the sheds at home depot are 120 sq. feet.
Dan made a motion to allow any building over 25 square feet that is more than 5 years old or transfer of ownership will be added to the tax card without a fee. Bob seconded the motion and the Board voted unanimously in favor.

Dan made a motion for any sheds or out buildings constructed or installed within the last 5 years being 25 sq. feet or larger that are not subject to a life safety  be subject to double the permit fee with no penalty fee. Bob seconded the motion and the Board voted unanimously in favor.
Dan made a motion to adopt the section r105-2. Bob seconded and the Board voted unanimously in favor. 
There are 2 houses in Rindge that are condemned. The Townowns one of these houses  and the other is in tax title.
Dan makes a recommendation to remove the structures. Bob seconded the motion and the Board voted unanimously in favor.
Parkonen abatement
Mr. Parkonen has a 2 bedroom, two bathrooms, Cape Cod style house with cathedral ceilings but is appraised the highest out of the surrounding houses.  

Dan made a motion to abate the property by......Roberta seconded the motion 2 in favor (one abstained)

Personnel Evaluations
Jane provided two forms for the evaluations of town employees. Since there is now a schedule on wages, it was felt that all Departments should do evaluations. Each department head does an evaluation for their employees. The BOS does the evaluations for the management with participation of the Town Administrator. The Board agreed that this process should be underway before the end of August.
Acceptance of donation to the Rindge Beautification Committee
Bob made a motion to accept the donation of $100 from Rindge Chamber for the Rindge Beautification Committee. Dan seconded the motion and the Board voted unanimously in favor.
Bob made a motion to appoint the Recreation Director Search Committee as Lydia Hatch, Greg Hodgson, Jeanette Gutteridge, Mike Cloutier, Roberta Oeser, Jamie Hennessy and Tom Cigler. Dan seconded the motion and the Board voted unanimously in favor.
Informational Items / Communication

Police chief search update

Essays have been scored. Next, preliminary background checks will be done and the final cut made by the end of the month.  Interviews will be done shortly after with the BOS. 
Mike French is going back through candidates in Officer Griffin’s group to try and avoid advertising fees when hiring a new fulltime officer. 

Dan made a motion to authorize up to $8000 to be taken from the revolving fund for the maintenance of cruisers. Bob seconded the motion and the Board voted unanimously in favor.

The Police Department would like to give their ATV to the Fire Department. 

Bob made a motion to transfer the Police Department ATV and trailer to the Fire Department Dan seconded and the Board voted unanimously in favor.
The Conservation Commission found a rock to be moved to the Christmas Tree to hold the Dedication Plaque for Bob Cleland.
Renee Sangermano’s contract-

Jane drew up a contract for Renee. Renee’s only concern was that she doesn’t think she can do an adequate job in 20-25 hours. Ellen and Jane looked at Renee’s average for the year if she was to work 40hours for the term of this contract and decided she would still be considered part time. 
Bob made a motion to approve the employee agreement for Renee Sangermano with the change in hours from 20-25 to up to 40hrs. Dan seconded and the Board voted unanimously in favor.
Michelle turned us down on our offer for the Police Department secretary.

Jane distributed the information on the Jamie Vandyke impact fee case.
IT Progress

The Technology committee has completed inventory, along with what systems are on each computer. The Toughbooks the Police have are currently not being fully used, due to lack of software.
Bob made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Meeting adjourned 9:30pm
Adjournment

1
2

