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Selectmen's Meeting

Town Office

Wednesday, August 20, 2014
6:00 P.M.
Present:  Selectmen Roberta Oeser, Dan Aho, Bob Hamilton, Interim Town Administrator Jane Pitt, Executive Secretary Nicole Sesia and Finance Director Ellen Smith
Approved Minutes
Call to Order / Pledge of Allegiance

Citizen’s Forum
Kelen Geiger requested that the Board not use acronyms for the agendas or the minutes. This would make things clearer for citizens who did not attend the meeting.

Ronnie Hamilton continued her inquiries regarding the Interim Police Manager Mike French. Ronnie was wondering if it would be more cost efficient to let Mike French go before the new Police Chief started. 

Roberta explained that so far Mike French has given the Board a draft summary of some of the concerns and accomplishments of the Police Department. The hiring of the new Police Chief will be completed within the next few days and then his name will be released. His start date will be September 22nd.  

General Business
Mike Cloutier addressed the concerns that were brought forward at the last meeting regarding Tom Duffy using the Transfer Station for his resident’s recyclables.  Mike explained that the transfer station is for residential trash and recyclables not commercial. The Transfer Station Attendant had approached Tom Duffy and explained that he couldn’t dump commercial trash there. Mike looked into this situation further and determined because this was only recyclables from the senior housing it would be no different than someone taking their neighbors recyclables to the transfer station. 
Mike Cloutier announced that all of Perry Road, Candlelight Road, the back side of Thomas Road and Hunt Hill Road have been paved. 

Dan made a motion to approve Accounts Payable and Payroll for 8/14/2014 and 8/21/2014. Bob seconded and the Board voted unanimously in favor. 
Dan made a motion to accept the minutes of 8/6/2014 with amendments. Bob seconded the motion and the Board voted unanimously in favor. 

Public Hearing for acceptance of donated property to the Conservation Commission.
The property is on the corner of County Road. It consists of four acres of wetlands.  The daughter of Agnes and Carl Johnson is the current owner and she has decided to give a quit claim deed to the Town. She has also requested that this property be named the Agnes and Carl Johnson Wilderness Sanctuary and to be managed by the Conservation Commission or its designees. The Property is Map 10 Lot 34.
Bob made a motion to accept the donation of the property located at Map 10 Lot 34 and name it The Agnes and Carl Johnson Wilderness Sanctuary. Dan seconded the motion and the Board voted unanimously in favor.  

Roberta closed the Hearing at 6:30pm
The Conservation Commission bridge project is coming along nicely. 

 It is a floating bridge with railings. The bridge is 80 feet long and will have railing lining the entire bridge. This should not require much maintenance except maybe a coat of finish in about 5 years.
Try and save the Honey Bees, is another project the Conservation Commission is passionate about.
The Conservation Commission along with volunteers from Camp Wildwood are cutting back some trees to allow various pollinators to be able to pollinate the various seasonal flowers. They hope to create an open meadow for wildflowers to grow and pollinate. There are 2 groups of workers that will be cutting down trees and cleaning up this area. The funding for this project has come from a grant that was raised due to the purchase of "moose plates". This project is called Native Pollinator Habitat Enhancement. 

Public Hearing on Map 3 Lot 25B 

This property is located on Main Street at Map 3 Lot 25B Town council stated that because the Board put the restriction on the land, the Board can remove it. This property was discussed two weeks ago at the last Board of Selectmen meeting and was decided to have a public hearing. There were several pieces of land taken by tax deed that were coded as unbuildable around the time this one was coded. Roberta believes that this might have been an attempt for population control. Bob had recommended asking how the abutters feel. Candice Starrett questioned if there was enough frontage to build a home there. Attorney Lund announced that the frontage is 268 ft. which would make this a one home buildable lot. Currently the land is appraised at 16,000. By lifting the restriction and making the lot buildable it would be appraised at roughly $70,000. Dan had mentioned last meeting that there is a fee for changing the use and had suggested that we should use a similar scale to determine a fee for releasing this restriction. The current use scale is done by 10% of the value the land will have when the restriction is lifted. The Board agreed that 10% seemed too high.  Town Council confirmed that if the Selectmen want to charge a fee they could. Roberta was thinking $5000  fee would be sufficient. Rachel and Josh West, who are interested in acquiring the land to build their residence, asked if they could have a couple minutes to discuss the offer and make a decision. Roberta recessed the Public Hearing for a few minutes to let the West’s discuss the fee. 

 Public hearing was reconvened at 7:00pm.
Rachel and Josh West decided that they would accept the fee.

Jane explained that the release should have no representations warranties or guarantees from the Town. 
Dan made a motion to remove the building restriction on Map 3 Lot 25B for a fee of $5,000. Bob seconded the motion and the Board voted unanimously in favor.  

July expenditures were distributed. Ellen explained that the Police Department has already used  the whole part time budget, and about 62% of the overtime budget, but with current staffing vacancies the overall budget is projected to stay on track.  Officer Griffin will be graduating soon and then he will have field training before he is on his own. He is already being paid as a fulltime officer. 

Information Technology Request for Proposal is not quite finished. Tom Strickland has agreed to reduce the cost of rental workstations to $ 69.00 per month after the end of the original 4 year term. Jane and Ellen are hoping to get quotes from Dell and HP to get some serious figures in the next day or so. Tom Strickland has not followed through on a lot of things he said he would do. Currently most of our machines are Sequoya’s. In the next year we hope to have the lease for the machines and the technical support be from different companies. 
BOS Goals and Objectives 

The BOS Goals and Objectives from last year were distributed for review. For the last two years the goals and objectives have been adopted. The Board read over last year’s Goals and Objectives and decided some were completed and others were still being worked on.  

Informational Items / Communication

Jane announced a good Town Gown meeting in which the idea of setting up an internship for Franklin Pierce University students was brought forward. These can be credit internships, one possibility would be one to help in the finance department. Another one could be to go through ordinances and policies and RSA’s etc to make sure we are in compliance. The Police Department and Fire Department also expressed interest in having interns. 

Update on the School Board Meeting

The meeting with the Superintendent and the School Board has been set up for September 17th at 6pm. The time is flexible.

Adjournment
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