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Selectmen's Meeting

Town Office

Wednesday, August 6, 2014

6:00 P.M.

Present:  Selectmen Roberta Oeser, Dan Aho, Bob Hamilton, Executive Secretary Nicole Sesia, Interim Town Administrator Jane Pitt and Finance Director Ellen Smith

Approved Minutes

Call to Order / Pledge of Allegiance

Citizen's Forum

 Kelen Geiger inquired whether the disposition of the Payson Hill Well had been finalized or what was the status. Jane explained that the proposal to return the well is being reviewed by Payson Hill Village Associates’ lenders. 

Kelen asked if the FastRoads project had been completed or if the project was extended. Ellen Smith explained that Lola Grab, the Community Development Block Grant Administrator, told her that they would be closing out the grant by September 30th. The hiring of employees is the responsibility of Fast Roads , it is not the Town’s responsibility.
Ronnie Hamilton asked if the search for a new Police Chief has taken the Town over its budget. Jane and Ellen explained that these costs are manageable through the Police Department’s existing budget. There will be no charge for the polygraph test since the City of Keene is willing and able to administer this test at no cost. The Psych evaluation will be done by Mike French and reviewed by an outside source. 

General Business

Dan made a motion to approve accounts payable and payroll for.  Bob seconded the motion and the Board voted two in favor, one absence.

Dan made a motion to approve the minutes from 7/23/2014. Bob seconded the motion and the Board voted two in favor, one absence.  

Bob asked about the complaints Evie Goodspeed had brought forward about the Police and Fire Association Comedy Night collection calls. Jane stated that she had addressed these concerns with the Fire Chief and the Police Chief the following day. 

Charlie Eicher made a presentation on the school board budget, see attached slideshow.

Jane announced that the Superintendent and the School Board would like to meet with the Selectmen.

Roberta joined the meeting at 6:50pm.

A Wednesday in late September would be best to meet with the school board and the superintendent.

Tom Duffy, owner of the Renaissance Senior Housing, came before the Board to discuss recycling.

Tom has been taking some of  his residents’ recyclables to the transfer station. He was told that commercial recyclables are not accepted at the Transfer Station. Roberta explained that citizens should get dump stickers and throw out their individual trash. Tom stated that some of these residents are physically unable to do this.
Dan made a motion to allow Tom Duffy  to continue to recycle the resident’s trash while the Board researches the Ordinance and discusses the issue with the Public Works Director.  Bob seconded the motion and the Board voted unanimously in favor.
Map 3 Lot 25B

Attorney Lund appeared in front of the Board representing Mr. and Mrs. West, who are interested in purchasing this property. This lot is a vacant 5 acre lot. The Town took the property for taxes and sold it in 2003. At the time of the sale, the Board of Selectmen put a restriction on this lot which  made it unbuildable. Roberta explained that this was an effort by the Board of Selectmen to control growth in Town.. Roberta feels that we can reverse this restriction but she feels that doing so has value. Roberta believes that this should be done in a public hearing.  Jane took Attorney Lund’s information and will talk with Gary Kinyon about how the restriction can be released and whether the Town can require payment for releasing it.
Personnel Policy Handbook

Dan hasn’t fully read through the Personnel Policy Handbook but, he has no problem discussing it. Ellen went over the changes to the handbook. 

Bob made a motion to adopt the changes to Policy #205, namely adding to  the probationary period  to allow for a  12 month probationary period for Police and Fire at the Department Head’s discretion. Dan seconded the motion and the Board voted unanimously in favor.
Bob made a motion to adopt Section #213, Indemnification for Employees. Dan seconded the motion and the Board voted unanimously in favor.
Roberta made a motion to adopt Section #305, namely adding that the floating holiday must be used within the year. Dan seconded the motion and the Board voted unanimously in favor.
Bob made a motion to update Section #316, Health and Dental Insurance to be in compliance. Dan seconded the motion and the Board voted unanimously in favor.
Roberta made a motion to update  the stipend amount to the current annual payment of $3,500 and strike the non-applicable paragraph in the Section #380, Health Insurance Stipend. Dan seconded the motion and the Board voted unanimously in favor.
Section #507, overtime, the Board decided to hold off on changing for the time being.
Bob made a motion to change the wording on Section #510, Emergency Closing, to state Town Office instead of Town Facilities. Dan seconded the motion and the Board voted unanimously in favor.
Disciplinary Action Section #716 has already been adopted but where it says CEO is incorrect it should state their immediate superior.

Jane announced that Larry Cleveland had come in and looked through the books about his right to know request. Jane explained that she spent between 15 and 20 hours working on this right to know request when all that was needed was the last 6 months to a year's worth of information. Jane would like to set up some sort of fee schedule to account for future requests that take long periods of time. There have been several right to know requests in the last year one that was very simple regarding wage increases and was very specific. One other one regarding Carlotta’s departure was very elaborate and took many long hours to go through.  

Recreation Director Search Committee would like to get authorization from the Board to do a conditional offer of employment. 
Bob made the motion to allow the Recreation Director Search Committee to give a conditional offer of employment. Dan seconded the motion and 2 were in favor, Roberta  abstained because she is on the Search Committee.. 
Informational Items / Communication

Jane announced that Thomas Road, Candlelight Road, and Hunt Hill Road  will be paved. 
A letter was distributed from a citizen praising Officer Minihan for her service. 
Rindge fire call stats were distributed.

Jane reported that we received a $3,895.00 payment for the Self Contained Breath Apparatuses.
Dan made a motion to go into nonpublic RSA 91-A:3, II (c) Reputation. Bob seconded and the Board voted unanimously in favor. 
Adjournment



