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Wednesday, July 22, 2015
6:00 P.M.

Present:  Selectmen Roberta Oeser, Dan Aho, Bob Hamilton, Executive Secretary Katy Robbins, Town Administrator Jane Pitt and Finance Director Ellen Smith
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APPROVED Minutes

	
CALL TO ORDER / PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

CITIZEN’S FORUM
 
Don Cook asked about the town positions that are open in the Town of Rindge.  The Executive Secretary position has been filled, Mike Cloutier filled the position at the DPW and Chief Muilenberg is in the process of working with Board of Selectmen to hire a new Police Officer. 

The upcoming 5K/10K road race was not on the agenda, but Roberta explained that the Recreation Department is sponsoring this event on August 1, 2015. The roads in Town Common area will be temporarily closed only at the beginning of the event.  Volunteers are needed for this event.

Roberta also mentioned for the July 4th celebration in 2016 they would like to put together a Soapbox Derby along with the bike parade and other events.

Regarding the July 4th event, Ronnie Hamilton indicated that many residents were unhappy with the cost of the food for sale by the Firefighters, it was far too expensive.  Board recommended that we have more food vendors to open the possibility of more competitive prices.


GENERAL BUSINESS

Dan made a motion to approve the accounts payable and payroll manifests for July16, 2015 and July 23, 2015. It was seconded by Roberta and approved 3-0.

Dan made a motion to approve the minutes of July 8, 2015. It was seconded by Roberta and approved 3-0.


Fire Department Roof Replacement:

Ron Osimo distributed some of the pictures of the Fire Department roof and water issues.  The roof needs replacing as soon as possible.  There is a major problem with leaking, currently requiring several tarps and buckets to contain the water coming through the roof.  The water is coming through the main bays, light fixtures and over the dispatcher’s office equipment.  The addition that was put on the building has no asphalt shingles left. During the winter, Mike Cloutier removed snow from the roof and indicated that the metal is exposed, Mike felt that the roof is beyond repair.  This has since caused insulation that was installed to save on heating costs to become saturated and moldy and required removal.

Mike Cloutier asked for authorization to put out an RFP in early August for replacement of the roof. The cost for this may run between $13,000 - $15,000.  This project needs to be completed before the winter.  Mike has potential bidders including the company that took care of the Police Department roof.

Ellen stated that we currently have $5,700 in the Public Facilities Impact Fee, Rick Donovan has money in the Fire Department emergency fund and the Town has the Insurance Premium refund.

Roberta moved to authorize Mike Cloutier to put out an RFP for the replacement of the Fire Department roof. It was seconded by Dan and approved 3-0.

Ron Osimo also spoke and shared pictures of the water conditions at the Fire Station.  Currently the water is undrinkable.  There is a Reverse Osmosis System in place that needs replacing. 
The CIP recommended that the water issue be taken care of in 2016.  However with the condition of the water, this problem could become far worse if this project is put on hold.

Sharon Rasku raised a question regarding the Fire Trucks, she is concerned that with the current condition of the water, would this affect the equipment on the trucks since they are washed at the Fire Station.

New filters will run about $6,000.  

Bob moved to authorize Rick Donovan to put out an RFP for the water system. It was seconded by Roberta and approved 3-0.

Deputy Town Clerk Position:

Carla Rousseau has been hired as Deputy Town Clerk subject to a background check.


Town-Owned Property Sales Update:

Abel Road, Main Street and Lord Hill Road are very densely wooded areas.  Roberta recommended that the land be logged to generate some income.

We will not be able to sell the 22 acre parcel on Rand Road this year.  This property had 3 owners.  The town took 2/3rds of the property and 1/3rd was deeded to the town.

The St. Jean Auctioneers will be here August 5th for the Board of Selectmen meeting.

 Jane will ask Mike Cloutier to contact a Forrester regarding these properties.







Pipeline Update: 

Roberta reported that FERC is meeting with Coalition Representatives on Tuesday.  Roberta will be speaking on the public land taking that she believes will have the most impact to Rindge with the crossing of 10 Town roads and  3 Aquifers. 

We have not been notified of a 3rd scoping session but we were advised that this information will be sent to the Town of Rindge and meeting may take place in Keene.


Bob Hamilton recommended that, in addition to Roberta, Maryann Harper be authorized to speak on behalf of Rindge. Roberta –made a motion to have her speak for Rindge. Dan seconded the motion and it was approved 3-0.

INFORMATIONAL ITEMS

June Expenditures:

Detailed expenditures for the first 6 months of the year.  
Only 25% of budget has been spent for legal services.

Heat and electricity for town buildings are doing ok.
Police budget - fabulous job with schedule 62% of part-time budget spent and only 29% of overtime budget spent.

Welfare doing very well, only 20% spent at this time 
Solid waste is right on budget.
Charlie we owe small amount to the Keepers of the Checklist.

The IT budget is at 50%. Roberta questioned whether we need to replace any hardware. We do not want to get into the trap of not replacing items when needed.


Adjournment
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