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Selectmen's Meeting
[bookmark: OLE_LINK5][bookmark: OLE_LINK4]Town Office	
Tuesday, December 16, 2015
5:30 P.M.

Present:  Selectmen Roberta Oeser, Dan Aho, Bob Hamilton, Executive Secretary Katy Robbins, Town Administrator Jane Pitt, Finance Director Ellen Smith

APPROVED Minutes
	
CALL TO ORDER / PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

CITIZEN’S FORUM
 
Kelen Geiger requested that all future meetings for the Board of Selectmen and other committees be added to the upcoming calendars on our website.  She feels that there is quite a bit of confusion as to when some of the meetings begin.  Bob explained to Kelen that we are aware and are working towards a resolution

GENERAL BUSINESS

Dan made a motion to approve the accounts payable and payroll manifest for 12/17/15, seconded by Roberta and approved 3-0.
Roberta made a motion to approve the minutes with necessary corrections of 12/9/15 seconded by Dan, and approved 3-0.

Michael Licata, Director of Government & Community Affairs, Liberty Utilities

Mr. Licata introduced Rich McDonald, Director of Gas Operations, Bill Clark the Director of Business Development, was unable to attend.

Liberty is 2 companies under one umbrella, Granite State Electric an electric distribution center and Energy North, a natural gas company.

Mr. Licata gave a presentation and provided a handout (see attached), explaining the Liberty Utilities Natural Gas Franchise.

MaryAnn Harper also presented a handout (see attached) from the residents opposing the pipeline.

After the presentation, Mr. Licata offered to answer any questions that people may have.  

Bob began with a comment and question for Mr. Licata, showing him the map provided by Liberty Utilities showing the Liberty Utilities line going up to Franklin Pierce University.  

Bob “You said that you have not gone out to speak to the potential customers?”
Mr. Licata – “Correct”
Bob – “This map you can get rid of!  As of yesterday, I spoke with Nathaniel Pierce from Franklin Pierce University, he is their Chief Operating Officer and I have read this back to him as I quoted him. He has no need for the Natural Gas being proposed by Liberty Utilities and has had no contact with Liberty.  Nathaniel had read about this in the newspaper regarding the proposed Liberty line going up to the University, he has never been approached about this.  They do not need it nor do they want it.  So that entire proposition is down the drain and as far as I am concerned that would have been your major buyer of the gas.  Looking at the rest of the pipeline you may have 5 people that may hop on.

You made a comment “Should the Northeast Energy Direct Pipeline (NED) be sited, but the application at the Public Utility Commission says, regardless.

Many residents had several questions regarding the pipeline:


· What is the monthly fee for having this service?

Mr. Licata stated he is not exactly sure, however he believes the cost is the delivered rate.  Just like with an electric company there is a fee, he believes it might be $20.00 per month.

· Are you going ahead with the proposed pipeline, even if NED does not approve it?


	
· Can you explain the relationship between Liberty and Kinder Morgan?

Algonquin is Liberty Utilities parent company, it also owns a number of regulated utilities like Liberty Utilities here in New Hampshire and are regulated by Public Utilities.  One of the unregulated companies under the Algonquin umbrella is an investor in the NED Pipeline or I should say the Northeast Expansion LLC, which account for 2 or 10% interest in the pipeline.  The pipeline would be operated by Tennessee Gas, I believe this handout is showing the relationship.

· Why don’t you have a slide of what you are going to build in Rindge that is going between the NED Pipeline and your distribution site?  And we would like to see exactly what this would look like inside and out.

Liberty utilities can provide that to you, it would not be a compressor station, it would be a take station or a gate station.  Essentially it looks like a small shed.


· Do we have transit pipes in Rindge like Winchester does, are any of those asbestos pipes?

· What are some of the other chemicals that are in Natural Gas?

In the fracking process and the supply process it is not just natural gas that is coming out of the frack well it is also oil, propane, butane and number of combustible fuels that come out of this process.  The gas is run through process that cleans out most of the impurities, this is done in Pennsylvania at the well head.  As far as content of natural gas it is a hydro-carbon, methane product approximately 1,000 BTU per cubic foot and has a specific rattery of .9, which is lighter than air.

	Further clarification was asked for and they said it was a question for Kinder Morgan.

· The maps Will there be a franchise agreement?  If so, are we a party to that agreement?
· Who qualifies the operators and contractors?  And are they licensed by any agency?
· Will Liberty publish the list of the 72 customers in the Town of Rindge along the two corridors and the 48 multi-family meters along the way?

· Who pays the cost to convert a house from their current heat source to Natural Gas?

The customer pays for the conversion.  If the home already has propane, the transition would be fairly easy and not terribly expensive.  If a resident would like to convert to natural gas that has oil or other means of heating, Liberty Utilities can help with a payment plan.

Bob asked Mr. Licata, Mr. McDonald and Mr. Clark (who was unable to attend) to come back to Rindge and give the residents the opportunity to have more time to allow questions to be answered by Liberty Utilities.


Pipeline Update

Roberta would like the Town to consider staying part of the Coalition.  She mentioned the importance of this organization helping Rindge, whether or not the Pipeline goes through.  They would be able to support the Town in negotiations in the future.  The cost to the Town would be $25,000 for 2016. Roberta recommended encumbering funds from the 2015 budget.

Mike DiPasquale, Recreation Department Staffing

Mike is the Chairman of the Recreation Committee, he is asking the Board of Selectmen to consider combining the positions of the Sports Coordinator and Extended Day Program Coordinator.  Currently they are 2 separate positions and the Recreation Committee feels it would help with retention of an employee.  The Sports Coordinator position is currently available and posted as a part-time position.  The Extended Day Program Coordinator will be leaving in June 2016.

Jane recommended that the Recreation Department put together some facts regarding a job description, salary ranges, compensation etc. and present it to the Board of Selectmen with their findings in April or May of 2016.

Library Budget

Wages & Benefits – There is an increase for the 2016 budget.  The current Library Director, will be retiring in November 2016 and subsequently there will be a training period encompassing a new salary and the current Librarian.  The 2016 budget is based on the possibility that the new employee will be taking a family plan for health and dental.

Budgeted $146,162.00 for 2015, budget for 2016 is $157,302.00.

Operating – the 2015 budget was $28,450.00, a slight decrease for 2016 as a result of taking into account offsetting revenues. 

Capital Improvement Plan Presentation

Ellen and Jane on behalf of the Capital Improvement Plan Committee, presented the CIP. (see attached).

Jane gave a history of the CIP over the years and the work that has gone into reviving the plan.

Ellen – This is a living document for the future. One way may the CIP may be funded is by auctioning off property taken by tax deed. 
The Town recently sold tax deeded property in the amount of $205,000.  This did not cost the Town any money out of pocket.  We plan to have other auctions as properties come out of redemption status.

Legislation was passed making the Electric Light Fund easier to access with a Town vote. The idea is not to touch any of the current principal. 

Rick Donovan, Deb Douglas and Mike Cloutier will be working on a grant application to the State over the next 12-18 months to replace the Wellington Bridge.


2016 Wage Pool

Chief Todd Muilenberg spoke regarding a proposed Step Program for wages for the Town Police Department (see attached).  He also presented a report that was prepared for the Board of Selectmen and the Budget Advisory Committee regarding the cost of a Resigning Police Officer (see attached).
Rick Donovan also spoke regarding wages for the On-Call Firefighters.  A question was asked regarding the Mutual Aid Budget.  The 2016 budget has increased 6%, mainly due to the Town of Charlestown withdrawing from the system.  Rick suggested that if further information is needed, the BAC can contact Chief Turrell or Chief Chamberlain regarding a breakdown.



INFORMATIONAL ITEMS/COMMUNICATION

Permission to close the Transfer Station at 3:00pm on Thursday, December 24, 2015.

Dan motioned to approve the Transfer Station to close at 3:00pm, Thursday, December 24, 2015, seconded by Roberta, and approved 3-0.

Any other business to come before the Board
Public Session adjourned.
Non-Public Session pursuant to RSA 91-A:3, II(b) Hiring Public Staff
Roberta motioned to enter into Non-Public Session pursuant to RSA-A:3, II(b), Dan seconded, and approved 3-0.

Adjournment
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