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PLANNING BOARD

RINDGE, NEW HAMPSHIRE 
March 3, 2015
DATE:  March 3, 2015
  TYPE: Public Hearing  
APPROVED:  March 17, 2015
TIME:  7:00   pm
CALL TO ORDER:      7:00 pm 
ROLL CALL MEMBERS:  Vice Chairman Phil Simeone, Bruce Donati, Jonah Ketola, Charlie Eicher
ROLL CALL ALTERNATES:  Holly Koski
ABSENT:  Chairman Hank Whitney, Sam Bouchie
EX OFFICIO: Roberta Oeser
PLANNING DIRECTOR (Interim):   Kirk Stenersen
PLANNING SECRETARY:  Susan Hoyland
APPOINTMENT OF ALTERNATES:  Holly Koski for Hank Whitney
OTHERS PRESENT:   Kelen Geiger, Ahmad Mortada, Jason Paolino, Betty Commerford
Pledge of Allegiance

Vice Chairman Phil Simeone appointed Holly Koski to sit for Hank Whitney.  
Announcements 

Roberta Oeser said that Candidates’ night is tomorrow night.   She said tonight is not her last night as our Ex Officio but things could change after the upcoming election.  

Phil Simeone said that he attended a meeting at FPU (Franklin Pierce University) for the Miller’s River Trail.  They are studying water quality, flow rates, temperatures and may be putting in a monitoring system to include Pearly Pond, Tarbell and Lake Monomonac.  He said this was a very interesting meeting.
Roberta Oeser said that sign up has opened for the  21st Annual Spring Planning and Zoning Conference which will take place on May 2, 2015 in Concord this year.  She said there is money in the budget to pay for members who have not previously attended.  Sign up closes on the 23rd.  Roberta encouraged members to attend this conference.   
Approval of Minutes

 
1.  February 3, 2015
MOTION: Jonah Ketola moved to approve the minutes of February 3, 2015.  Holly Koski seconded the motion.   Vote:  6-0-0
New Business/ Public Hearings 


1.  Conceptual Consultation:   Ahmad Mortada - Hometown Gas, 462 US RT 202, Tax Map 6, Lot 18-1.
Kirk Stenersen of Higher Design PLLC presented before the board on behalf of Ahmad Mortada and said the following:  

· Ahmad is looking to update the Hometown gas station to an Irving Station

· He has his approval from Dave Duvernay for the sign.

· The building will be updated including interior renovations as well as the addition of a white metal roof and a glass storefront. 
· The location of the existing diesel pumps create a difficult traffic circulation and will be relocated.  Kerosene will be temporarily eliminated. Future location for kerosene is unknown at this time.
·   The Board was provided with a Conceptual Site plan dated March 3, 2015 (Higher Design PLLC) showing the proposed new location for the diesel tanks.
· Mr. Mortada will be putting in a new pad so that diesel trucks can pull in without affecting the car traffic.  

· The Drive through window roadway is located in the same area but presents no difficulty with this conceptual plan.

· These changes bring up the question of whether or not the Planning Board believes that a Site Plan Review application is necessary.

Board members asked the following:
· Will the gravel area stay gravel?  (Kirk Stenersen said it will remain the same with a concrete pad added.)

· What about the tanks and the plumbing?  (Kirk Stenersen said that nothing is changing with the underground tanks, the gas lines that run to the pumps will be changing.  Ahmad Mortada said the new regulations require double wall lines so he would have to dig these up anyway to upgrade them from single wall to double wall.

· Will there be a canopy over the diesel pumps?  (There will not be.)

· Where is the location of the ROW (Right of Way) for Allen Mathewson Energy?  (Ahmad said that Allen Mathewson has a right to access through his property but it is not in a specific location)

· What about parking lot and building lighting.  (Lighting will be downcast on three light poles shown on the plan.  There are no plans for any additional building lighting.

Canopies will have their own lighting.)
The Board reviewed the Site Plan Regulations and, by unanimous agreement, determined that no Site Plan Review application was required for the proposed changes to Hometown Gas.
Distribution of Driveway Regulations

Members were given updated copies of Driveway Regulations to replace those in their Zoning Ordinance Notebooks.  
Master Plan Review
Planning Director Kirk Stenersen asked if Board Members had reviewed the Master Plan.  He said that he still has the same question as to what level of review the Planning Board would like to see happen.  He said he reviewed Chapters One and Two and the biggest question that he has would be in regard to visions that have been completed.  He referred to the following in Chapter One:

“A community that is fully utilizing its community center whether it is a central building or a defined number of locations that suit the town’s social and political needs.”

Kirk Stenersen said the Town has built the Recreation Building.  Should this statement now be updated or come out of the Vision Chapter as it is completed?
Kirk referred to another example of a vision that has been completed:

“Become a Model in Providing Services to its Residents

.Some of these services will be provided by others: businesses, professional offices, or elderly housing that the Town will attract to Rindge.

Kirk said that elderly housing has been built in town.  Do we now remove this statement from our Vision statement?
The Board discussed the following:

· Phil Simeone suggested expanding FastRoads or seeking more internet services
· Roberta Oeser recommended that the technology and telecommunications groups combine.  

· Roberta Oeser suggested seeking grants for expanding FastRoads.

· Bruce Donati asked if the $6500 in our budget was to be used to work on two chapters of the Master Plan (Vision and Land Use) as well as updating the SPR’s (Site Plan Regulations

· Bruce Donati suggested that rather than working on all three, and reaching year end with a percentage of each done; that we concentrate on finishing one or two of these objectives 100% so that we have something concrete to show for our expenditure.

· Kirk Stenersen said he had no problem with prioritizing, but he said having a subcommittee to meet regularly would allow all three objectives to be accomplished this year.

· Kirk Stenersen said the overhaul of the Site Plan Regulations will be the largest task

· Roberta Oeser said that the former Master Plan Committee was a large group of over 30 people who worked very hard.  She said there are new people in town who may enjoy working on this now.  She said that we need to encourage some of the people from the Save Our Town committee to come and help work on this.  
· Phil Simeone said he would like to see a Steering Committee formed of town residents, not just one area of town, but town wide and different members from different neighborhoods.

· Kirk Stenersen asked the Board for direction on how much update of these chapters they are seeking and for specifics from members on each chapter.
Bruce Donati said that he had taken notes as he reviewed the Master Plan and made some suggestions that included the following:

The Vision Statement:

· Bruce likes the first paragraph

· Bruce would like to see a paragraph added that addresses economic development and is not vague.

· Bruce said that the second paragraph regarding private water and sewer systems should be in the Natural Resources section

· Bruce Donati questioned if the mention of the Farmer’s Market was truly a planning board function?

· Bruce Donati suggested a statement encouraging people to donate lands.

· Bruce Donati asked how the planning board would strengthen a village?  He said that is up to the people in the village and not the planning board.

· Bruce suggested having some wildflower gardens (plots of land next to the roads) considered throughout town similar to Surry and Gilsum.

· Bruce Donati said the word “community” is overused in the current Master Plan and suggested replacing it with the word “town”.

Planning Director Kirk Stenersen thanked Bruce Donati for ‘doing his homework’ and providing these comments.  Roberta Oeser said that Bruce has done an outstanding job as the Chairman of the Economic Development Task Force.

Bruce Donati said that the statement “to balance landowner’s rights and the protection of our natural resources” summarizes the responsibility of the Planning Board.  


Vice Chairman Phil Simeone asked if any other board member wanted to weigh in on the Master Plan discussion.  There were none.

Adjourned:  7:45 PM


Respectfully submitted, 

Susan Hoyland
Planning Secretary
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