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PLANNING BOARD

RINDGE, NEW HAMPSHIRE 
March 17, 2015
DATE:  March 17, 2015
  TYPE: Public Meeting  
APPROVED:  April 7, 2015
TIME:  7:00   pm
CALL TO ORDER:       
ROLL CALL MEMBERS:  Phil Simeone, Bruce Donati, Jonah Ketola, Charlie Eicher, Jason Paolino, Sam Bouchie
ROLL CALL ALTERNATES:  Holly Koski, Cheves Walling
ABSENT:  
EX OFFICIO: Roberta Oeser
PLANNING DIRECTOR (Interim):   Kirk Stenersen
PLANNING SECRETARY:  Susan Hoyland
APPOINTMENT OF ALTERNATES  
OTHERS PRESENT:     Larry Cleveland, Roni Hamilton, Gillian and Alfred L'Eplattenier, Pat Martin, Kevin Rukstela
Pledge of Allegiance

a. Call to order and Roll Call by the Chairperson

Phil Simeone welcomed Jason Paolino to the Planning Board.
Election of officers:

MOTION:  Bruce Donati nominated Phil Simeone to serve as Chairman.  Jason Paolino seconded the motion.  Vote:  7-0-0
MOTION:  Charlie Eicher nominated Bruce Donati to serve as Vice Chairman. Roberta Oeser seconded the motion.  Vote:  7-0-0
Announcements 

Roberta Oeser said that the Spring Planning Conference will take place on May 2nd this year in Concord.  She strongly encouraged any planning board members or alternates who have not attended to consider going this year.  Kirk Stenersen said that there is money in the budget to pay for this for anyone who has not attended previously.  Roberta Oeser said that if she is named as Ex Officio, she will be attending for legal updates.  
Approval of Minutes
 
1.  March 3, 2015

MOTION:  Bruce Donati moved to approve the minutes of March 3, 2015.  Jonah Ketola seconded the motion.  Vote:  6-0-1 Sam Bouchie abstained.  
Rules of Procedure

Chairman Phil Simeone asked all members and alternates to review the Rules of Procedure and be familiar with them.
Planning Office Report



1.  2015 Master Plan Updates

Interim Planning Director Kirk Stenersen said that in an effort to get as much public input as possible, he suggested that the Planning Board should set up a Master Plan public input session for Chapter 1 of the Master Plan (Vision Statement).  He said the Vision Statement will set the tone for future chapters.  He outlined the following tasks:
· Planning Board to set a date

· Invite people who were previously involved with the Master Plan by e-mail or letter

· Put a notice in the paper seeking input

· Put a notice on the Facebook page and Town website seeking input

· Inform chairs of each of the Boards in town about the meeting

· Inform groups with interest in town (Save our Town, Chamber, etc.)

Kirk Stenersen said he thinks it would be helpful to outline what a Master Plan is; the purpose for having one; what the NH RSA’s (New Hampshire Revised Statutes Annotated) say about Master Plans.  He said there are a lot of different opinions around town and it is important that the Planning Board hear those opinions.  After that, the Board could begin to look at the current Vision and Land Use Chapters and make changes as appropriate.  
Planning Director Kirk Stenersen said that he is willing to take the lead on this and compile the data from the first meeting; plan a second meeting to finalize things and then move this to public hearing for acceptance. He asked for feedback from the Board on the Plan of Action he had provided in their agenda packets.

· Roberta Oeser said that the last time this was done, they were starting from scratch.  She said they had a steering committee made up of Planning Board members and others. There was quite a large group of people who participated at that time.  The participants were organized in small groups and each group brought forward ideas for the Master Plan.  She said the timetable Kirk has offered in his Plan of Action is very fast. .  Roberta said that she would like to participate in the Master Plan input sessions.

· Cheves Walling said he thinks the timetable is pretty streamlined but is a good document and something to work with.  He asked if Kirk Stenersen envisioned a group or citizen committee coming together out of this discussion.  He said it seems like the Board would be biting off more than they can chew with this plan. 
·  Kirk Stenersen said that currently the Vision Statement is two pages and he believes it can be done.  Kirk Stenersen said that once the process starts, we can see how it goes and determine our next steps from there.  
· Phil Simeone said it is a good idea to do this in sections and not try to accomplish too much at one time.  

· Bruce Donati asked if it is possible to break up some of these points that Kirk brought up; and have committees to work on each chapter.  

· Roberta Oeser said that the Steering Committee dealt with one chapter at a time; brainstormed one idea and then went chapter by chapter. 
·  Roberta Oeser said that with the pipeline issue, doing a natural resources chapter is important, and how the community feels is important.  
· Kirk Stenersen said that we will get feedback from the first meeting to know how the citizens feel and get some direction from the town as to what they would like to see done.

· Jason Paolino said that he would support a kick-off meeting inviting everyone who would like to attend;  gauge the interest at that point; and give folks who have strong sentiments one way or another the opportunity to help form the Vision Statement and work from there.

· Phil Simeone asked for other comments from Board members.  There were none.  

Chairman Phil Simeone asked if the Board would like to set a date tonight for this initial meeting.  The Board decided to set the date for this meeting for the second meeting in May, May 19th.  

Chairman Phil Simeone and the Board discussed various mailing lists and ways to contact the public which would include advertising in the newspaper, utilizing town and public bulletin boards, social media, town website, different associations in town.  Bruce Donati asked if a movable sign could be placed at the intersection of 202 and 119 to advertise this.  
Interim Planning Director Kirk Stenersen said that he will check out possible venues for this meeting.  Chairman Phil Simeone asked if the Planning Office could handle this.  Susan Hoyland said that she sees this as doable at this time.  

Planning Office update
Susan Hoyland distributed updated Sign and Zoning Ordinances to members.

Kirk Stenersen updated the Board on activity in the Planning Office which included:

· Hannaford has continued with the court appeal process.  Susan Hoyland has supplied town counsel with the Certified Record.

· The Van Dyke subdivision has been completed and recorded.

· The ATA subdivision has been recorded with the exception of driveway agreement which is pending.

· The Voluntary Merger forms have been corrected and completed

· The L’Eplattenier subdivision is complete and recorded.

· FPU Clubhouse will be sent in this week as the check has finally arrived for recording

· The Michaels Drive/Atlantic Drive dispute has been resolved and settled out of court.

· Kirk made some headway with Arc/View software to create a map for the Conservation Commission showing parcels and power line easements for the proposed Kinder Morgan project. 

· Kohlmorgan Excavation permit has expired.  They have taken very little material out but need to reapply to extend the permit date.  Kirk Stenersen said that our regulations state that a new application process is required and asked the Board for feedback.  Kirk Stenersen said that Mr. Kohlmorgan could fill out a new application and utilize the plans that are already on file from his previous application if the Board was agreeable to that.   The Board discussed this and agreed unanimously that a new application would need to come before the Board utilizing the prior plans and that the Board could renew this by extending the permit for another year.  
Town Gown
Chairman Phil Simeone said that the Town Gown group was formed to ease friction between the Town of Rindge and Franklin Pierce University.  Members of the Board include Police Chief, Fire Chief and Planning Director, Town administrator, BOS member and officials at FPU.  Phil Simeone said he has been attending these monthly meetings for the past year and would like Kirk Stenersen to begin to attend.  Roberta Oeser said she is fine with this as long as it can be done within the budget.  Kirk Stenersen said that he believes there will not be an issue.  This meeting is once a month for two hours, on the fourth Tuesday at 2:00PM.  The next meeting will be on March 24, 2015 and Kirk Stenersen will attend.  
Kinder Morgan
Roberta Oeser said that the Kinder Morgan presentation will be on the 25th at the Memorial School in the auditorium at 6:00 PM.  Kinder Morgan will be paying for the police detail.  Larry Cleveland asked if this meeting would allow for public comment.   Roberta Oeser said she set this up as a BOS (Board of Selectmen) meeting and that there would be questions following their PowerPoint presentation.  

EDTF (Economic Development Task Force) and REIS (Real Estate Inventory Subcommittee)
Jason Paolino asked Bruce Donati for an update on the REIS.  Bruce said that they have completed an inventory of town owned properties and will be reviewing that spreadsheet at their next meeting on Monday, March 23, 2015 at 1:30PM.  Following their review, the BOS will decide what to retain and what to convey.  There are up to 43 properties on this list.  Jane Pitt has asked Bruce Donati to continue the subcommittee on this project to help promote the auctions.  Bruce Donati said that Jane Pitt, Candice Starrett, Dave Duvernay and Kelen Geiger have all been very helpful with this committee.  Bruce Donati said that once the list is approved, it will come before the Planning Board.  Chairman Phil Simeone said that other departments may wish to see this list as well.  
Adjourn:  7:50PM

Respectfully submitted, 

Susan Hoyland
Planning Secretary
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