 Meeting Minutes

October 18, 2016
PS, BD, JK, SB, CE, JP, BH, HK, KS

PLANNING BOARD

RINDGE, NEW HAMPSHIRE 
October 18, 2016
DATE:  October 18, 2016
  TYPE: Public Hearing  
APPROVED:  November 1, 2016
TIME:  7:00   pm
CALL TO ORDER:    7:00 PM   
ROLL CALL MEMBERS: Phil Simeone; Bruce Donati; Jonah Ketola; Sam Bouchie; Charlie Eicher; Jason Paolino 
ROLL CALL ALTERNATES: Holly Koski
ABSENT:  Cheves Walling
EX OFFICIO:  Bob Hamilton
PLANNING DIRECTOR:  Kirk Stenersen
APPOINTMENT OF ALTERNATES:  none
OTHERS PRESENT:   Kelen Geiger, Roniele Hamilton, David Drouin, June Sailor O’Day, John O’Day, Jan Griska, Sarah Benoit
Pledge of Allegiance

Call to order and Roll Call by the Chairperson

Announcements 


Phil Simeone said that Charlie Eicher is very busy with the School Board meetings and is finding it difficult to make the Master Plan Subcommittee meetings.  Charlie is looking for a member to replace him.  No board members volunteered to serve on this committee.  

 Approval of Minutes

1. October 4, 2016

MOTION:  Jason Paolino moved to approve the minutes of October 4, 2016.  Jonah Ketola seconded the motion.  Vote: 4-0-3 Sam Bouchie, Phil Simeone and Bruce Donati abstained.

New Business/ Public Hearings
1.  Public hearing requested by Eversource Energy, 13 Legends Drive, Hooksett, NH 03106,  for the purpose of the trimming and removal of trees on Fitzgerald Road, a scenic road.  

Dave Crane, Regional Arborist from Eversource Energy said that what they are proposing is part of their regular maintenance program of trimming trees.  They will be line trimming in approximately 3/4 of the Town of Rindge this year.   The specifications they will be using on Fitzgerald Road are the same as in the past.  They will be trimming brush and limbs less than four inches in diameter which are located within eight feet to the side of, ten feet below or fifteen feet above conductors.  Larger trees or limbs which present a threat to Eversource lines or other equipment because of decay or other defect will be removed on a case by case basis.  Eversource has contracted with Asplundh Tree Expert Company to perform this work.  Each landowner will be contacted prior to the commencement of work to address individual concerns.
Chairman Phil Simeone read the letter from Eversource into record.  

Chairman Phil Simeone opened the discussion to questions from the Planning Board members.

Bob Hamilton asked Mr. Crane if Eversource would be trimming around the telephone lines and cables as well.  Mr. Crane said they are working in coordination with Fairpoint on this project although the specifications will be a bit different for phone lines.  Bob Hamilton asked if each landowner would be contacted about this.  David Crane said they would be.   Phil Simeone said that he noticed that sometimes trees are trimmed where branches are taken from one side only and this leaves the trees lopsided.  He asked that on this scenic road, if trees could be trimmed in a more symmetrical way.  Mr. Crane said they do not have the equipment nor the financial resources to get to the backside of each and every tree, but they do try to in cases where they can.  Bruce Donati said that part of Fitzgerald Road goes by Grassy Pond.  He asked Mr. Crane if there are additional specifications to add protection and avoid problems to the pond.  Mr. Crane said when they are working near ponds, they sometimes just top the trees rather than taking limbs off to avoid additional sediment to the waters.  

Evie Goodspeed, 230 Fitzgerald Road, asked about the trees that are presently wrapped with ribbons.  Will these be the trees to be removed?  Mr. Crane said they have begun to mark trees that will be removed.  Mrs. Goodspeed said that there is an evergreen on her property that she would like to see not removed.  Mr. Crane said he would have a representative be in touch with her regarding this.  
Craig Clark, 107 Fitzgerald Road, said there is an elm tree on his property that hangs over the power lines.  He asked if there would be any mitigation done to protect that tree from damage if Eversource is to cut that tree.  Mr. Crane said they would use the same pruning techniques that they use with other trees to prevent disease.  Craig Clark said he would like to see this tree continue to live as it is a large tree and there are very few elms left.
Craig Clark asked if they focusing on sugar maples, or are they looking more at red maples.  Mr. Crane said they will be looking at any type of tree that may be over their lines.  Mr. Crane said that sugar maples grow more slowly than some other trees, so they do not have to cut them as often as some other faster growing trees.  Craig Clark asked if Eversource would be cutting back in the Right of Ways going to homes.  Mr. Crane said that Eversource is focusing on primary lines which are of higher voltage than the lines going to homes.  Mr. Crane said typically, they only trim those primary lines.  Craig Clark said that the last time Asplundh cut, they left trees that had been ribboned to be cut.  Mr. Crane said that he would have a representative call Mr. Clark to meet with him.  

Evie Goodspeed said that the last time trees were trimmed, while Asplundh was very accommodating, they did leave brush behind that the neighborhood had to clean up.  Mr. Crane said that Asplundh normally leaves the wood but cleans up the brush.  If the brush is not cleaned up, he would ask that someone contact him through the Town Office or directly at Eversource.

MOTION:  Bruce Donati moved to allow Eversource Energy to remove trees and trim trees as discussed on Fitzgerald Road, a scenic road.  Jason Paolino seconded the motion.  Vote:  7-0-0
Reports of Officers and Subcommittees
1.  Zoning Amendment discussion
Board members discussed the ADU ordinance warrant article to be sent to the Town Warrant.  

Bruce Donati said he was approached by two residents in town asking if the Impact Fee Warrant article 10 which was on the ballot a few years back and failed to pass, be put forward again.  Bruce Donati said that the Phased Development Ordinance should be reviewed at this time as well.  

Chairman Phil Simeone and Planning Director Kirk Stenersen said that Impact Fee and Phased Development ordinance should be discussed at the next Work Meeting of the Planning Board.  

Board members discussed “content neutral” signs.  Bob Hamilton said that when the time comes to review the Sign Ordinance, he would like to make it more “small business” friendly when it comes to fees.  

2. Site Plan Regulations for Blasting and Heavy Construction Activities 
Chairman Phil Simeone said that Jason Paolino and Jan Griska have made the edits to the Regulations.  Chairman Phil Simeone asked Planning Director Kirk Stenersen to review the edits and then to pass this document along to Town Counsel for review at this time.   
MOTION: Jason Paolino moved to have Planning Director Kirk Stenersen review the document and pass it along to Town Counsel for their review.  Bruce Donati seconded the motion.  Vote:  7-0-0 

3. Site Plan Regulation Review

Chairman Phil Simeone will chair this subcommittee and will send out an email on the time and place.

4. Economic Development Task Force

Chairman Phil Simeone said that the EDTF was a joint subcommittee with the Planning Board and the Board of Selectmen.  Bruce Donati and many members have stepped down at this time.  Joe Byk, Town Administrator, has asked if anyone on the Planning Board is interested in continuing this work or should it be tabled at this time.  Bob Hamilton and Kirk Stenersen said that Bruce Donati and Candice Starrett and others on this taskforce did a great job on the inventory of the properties that were ultimately sold.  Bruce Donati said that perhaps when the economy improves, this task force may want to reconvene.    Charlie Eicher said that without town sewer and water, it is quite difficult to attract certain types of businesses to Rindge.    Chairman Phil Simeone said that we could then table this task force until a later date.  It will sunset on December 2017.  

Planning Office Report

1.  Budget
Planning Director Kirk Stenersen and Chairman Phil Simeone presented the current budget figures and discussed next year’s budget.  Planning Director Kirk Stenersen will bring the proposed numbers to the next meeting.  

Other Business that may come before the Board

David Drouin said he would like to speak about the Kohlmorgen sand pit.  Mr. Drouin said that the Kohlmorgen property has three pits; one which has been reclaimed and two that have not been, one of which was not approved in the first place.  Mr. Kohlmorgen has not re-applied for his permit.  David Drouin would like to know from the Planning Board what happens now. How and when will these pits be reclaimed?

Board members discussed possible procedures including turning this over to Dave Duvernay as Code Enforcement officer.  Planning Director Kirk Stenersen said that Mr. Bob Van Dyke had been the excavating contractor.  Mr. Van Dyke passed away recently and that is perhaps why Mr. Kohlmorgen has not returned to reapply.  Mr. Stenersen said a phone call to Mr. Kohlmorgen would be appropriate action at this time.  Bob Hamilton said he believes that Dave Duvernay should be contacted as well to determine what the timeframe and follow-up procedures should be.  
Adjourned 8:09 PM     
Respectfully submitted, 

Susan Hoyland
Planning Secretary
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