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PLANNING BOARD

RINDGE, NEW HAMPSHIRE 
April 18, 2006

DATE:  April 18, 2006
TYPE: Public Hearing
DATE 05/02/06
TIME:
7:00PM-9:30 PM. Kim McCummings -Chairperson
CALL TO ORDER, at 7:00 PM 
ROLL CALL: Dick Isakson, Deb Sawyer, Kim McCummings, Art Fiorelli, Doug Gutteridge, Jed Brummer, James Hoard, Robyn Payson, David Tower, John Vorfeld, Jo Anne Carr  

ALTERNATES Dick Isakson for Deb Sawyer
Announcements
Jo Anne submitted a letter of interest in one of the alternate positions from Dr. Gerald Parker.  
Jo Anne distributed W2 forms to the new board members and to those who had not previously received them.

Jo Anne reviewed an announcement from South West Regional Planning’s presentation “Integrating Social Capitol as Component in Community Planning”, this was the same presentation shown at the SWRP quarterly meeting.  Dave Tower commented that the presentation at the quarterly meeting was excellent.  It was suggested that a presentation of this program would be beneficial to the surrounding communities as well.
Art Fiorelli said that in light of the fact that so few of the members of the board were able to attend the Office of Energy and Planning Conference on April 1 due to such high attendance, he suggested the local communities co-sponsor some of the speakers for a regional training session.  He felt SWRP should be approached about organizing a training session.
Stearns and Wheeler, is representing Franklin Pierce College in the upgrade of their waste water treatment plant.  They are asking for their initial hearing be a joint hearing with the Planning Board and the Zoning Board of Adjustment.  Because of the nature of the proposal and its depth and detail, they felt it would be in their best interest to start the hearing process with a joint hearing.  
The Planning Board Hosts the hearing and opens it on behalf of both the Planning Board and the ZBA.  The Planning Board Chairperson is Chair of the hearing, following the presentation and question and answer session, the hearing is adjourned and the boards return to their own schedules for deliberation.  Jo Anne suggested that the Planning Board wait until the ZBA has completed the hearing on the variance before scheduling Site Plan Review to allow the applicant to make a comprehensive presentation.  The date of this hearing is May 16, at the Meeting House.  
Jed Brummer made a motion to agree to a joint meeting with the ZBA on May 16, 2006 Art Fiorelli 2nd motion carried unanimously.
Review of meeting minutes

April 4, 2006 Site Walk Art Fiorelli made a motion to approve the minutes, John Vorfeld 2nd the minutes were approved unanimously.
April 4, 2006 Meeting Art Fiorelli made a motion to approve the minutes Jed Brummer 2nd the minutes were approved unanimously.
NEW BUSINESS

David Tower recused himself

Advisory Opinion – Sign Ordinance

Map 6 Lot 99-6-1

GFA Federal Credit Union

Kelly Mason of GFA Federal Credit Union is seeking an advisory opinion to the ZBA in reference to an off site directory sign on the left hand corner at the entrance to Sonja Drive.  The intention is for the sign to be the same shape, color and relative size as the existing sign on the opposite side of the road for the commercial park.  

Dave Duvernay asked if there was a representative from Navian Development present.  Ms. Mason said she had a letter of permission from them to build the sign.  Dave said Navian Development should be aware of what is being done because it affects not only GFA, but other tenants as well.  Ms. Mason said she had discussions with them to share with them what was being proposed and they were comfortable as long as there were provisions made for the other future tenants of the building.  

Art Fiorelli said that without a plan it is impossible to tell exactly where the sign will be located or the dimensions of the sign.  In his opinion, the sign should replicate and be located as near as possible to the Letourneau sign.  He would be reluctant to make a motion without that information.

Keith Halloran said from the audience that emulating the Letourneau sign might not be the best solution.  

He challenged the Board, the petitioner and the developer of the office building to explore constructing a "Monument" sign consistent with the architecture of the new building complex that the petitioner now occupies (e.g., a fieldstone/small boulder base) big enough to accommodate the Directory sign arising from it of the currently developed building tenants as well as eventual future tenants on the abutting yet presently undeveloped site, so that we can assure an aesthetically superior sign, consistent with public safety requirements, without the need to readdress the problem once the abutting property is developed and occupied.

James Hoard said he was in favor of the sign, and happy with the information put forth.  

Doug Gutteridge asked if a monument sign might be more appropriate.  

There was more discussion by the board about different sign styles.

Art Fiorelli stated that his concern was that the board was being asked to make an advisory opinion to the ZBA without a Site Plan.  

Jo Anne said that this is not Site Plan Review and there is no Site Plan pertaining to this issue before the Planning Board.  What GFA is asking for is permission from the Board of Adjustment to locate an off premise sign because they don’t have visibility from their parcel to RTE 202.  The sign is consistent with the dimension requirements of the Sign Ordinance, the only thing is whether or not they can have a sign.  Her only concern was that it be a directional sign to avoid multiple signs at that intersection.  

Art Fiorelli made a motion that the Planning Board recommends that the ZBA approve an off premise directory sign for GFA and four other (currently blank) businesses.  With the condition that the ZBA remand the application back to the Planning Board for final approval of design and location of the sign.  Jed Brummer 2nd motion carried unanimously.

David Tower recused himself

Minor Site Plan

Map 28 Lot 17 Payson Hill Rd

Christine Noel and Ivan Raid

The intention of this Site Plan is to demolish the existing house, and build a 3 bedroom house with a 2 seat hair salon included.  The Septic Design has already been approved.  The applicant is asking to waive the landscaping and snow removal requirements from the Site Plan Check List.  Jo Anne said that as this is a residence, these requirements are un-necessary.  

James Hoard made a motion to waive the landscaping and snow removal requirements Art Fiorelli 2nd motion passed unanimously.  

Dick Isakson made a motion to accept the plan James Hoard 2nd the motion carried unanimously.

Dick Isakson made a motion to approve the plan with the following conditions:

· Require lighting on the Plan 

· Require sign on the Plan

· Both of which will be reviewed and approved by the Code Enforcement Officer and the Planning Director.

The Plan was approved unanimously.

WORK MEETING
Planning Board Rules of Procedure

Previous changes to the Rules of Procedure were reviewed and other changes were made.
Robyn Payson presented to the board the information obtained from the Local Government Center regarding seating of alternates and regular member recusal.  She proposed a paragraph from the response be added to the Rules of Procedure.

Jed Brummer made a motion to incorporate the language into the Rules of Procedure Art Fiorelli 2nd.  
James Hoard said that it was a waste of ink and time because it was the decision of the Board member whether or not to recuse himself.

Motion carried with James Hoard voting -No
Discussion of Alternates

Dave Tower made a motion that nominations be closed Dick Isakson 2nd motion carried unanimously.
Dave Tower nominated Keith Halloran for the first 3 year alternate position. Art Fiorelli 2nd, Keith was appointed unanimously.
Art Fiorelli nominated Dr. Parker to fill the 2nd 3 year alternate position, Jed Brummer 2nd 
James Hoard said that Roberta Oeser should be an alternate because of all the work she did on the sign ordinance which is not yet complete.
Dr. Parker was appointed with James Hoard voting-No

Meeting Adjourned 9:30 pm

NEXT MEETING 

May 2, 2006

Respectfully submitted, 

Robyn Payson
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