
Meeting Minutes April 5, 2011 KS, KMC, DT, HW, TH, MQ, PS, PB, RP, JP 

Meeting Minutes April 5, 2011 KS, KMC, DT, HW, TH, MQ, PS, PB, RP, JP 1

PLANNING BOARD 

RINDGE, NEW HAMPSHIRE  

April 5, 2011 

 

DATE:  April 5, 2011 TYPE: Planning Board Hearing  DATE APPROVED: 5/17/11 

 

TIME: 7:00PM-PM 9:30pmCHAIR: Kirk Stenersen 
CALL TO ORDER: 7:00PM  
ROLL CALL MEMBERS: Kirk Stenersen, Kim McCummings, Mike Quinlan, Dave Tower, 
Hank Whitney, Tim Halliday 
ROLL CALL ALTERNATES:  Phil Simeone, Jed Paquin  
EX OFFICIO: Pat Barry 

PLANNING DIRECTOR: 
PLANNING ASSISTANT: Robyn Payson 
APPOINTMENT OF ALTERNATES  None necessary 

Kim opened the meeting. 
Election of Chair/Vice Chair 

Dave Tower nominated Kirk Stenersen for Chairman.  Tim Halliday seconded the motion the 
motion carried unanimously 
 

Dave Tower nominated Kim McCummings for Vice Chair.  Hank Whitney seconded the motion.  
The motion carried unanimously.   
Announcements 

Robyn announced upcoming hearings and applications.   
 

Robyn reported a list of zoning issues that may be considered by the Zoning subcommittee once 
it is formed. 
 

The Spring Planning and Zoning conference will be held on June 19th year.  Registration will be 
on line. 
 

OLD BUSINESS 
 

Minutes 

March 15, 2011 Kim McCummings made a motion to approve, Mike Quinlan seconded the 
motion.  The motion carried with Hank Whitney and Tim Halliday abstaining. 
 

March 15, 2011 Non Public Kim McCummings made a motion to approve, Mike Quinlan 
seconded the motion.  The motion carried with Hank Whitney and Tim Halliday abstaining. 
 

March 22, 2011 Non Public Mike Quinlan made a motion to approve, Kim McCummings 
seconded the motion.  The motion carried with Hand Whitney abstaining. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 

Technical Subdivision 

Map 2 Lot 3 

Dodd Trust/O’Brien Trust 

Robyn introduced the application which includes a waiver request for requiring contours; 
drainage watersheds, etc. because no changes in existing features or utilities are proposed. 
 

The temporary “lot” that will be created will be accepted by the town and added to the Town 
Forest.   
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Kim McCummings made a motion to grant the waiver.  Mike Quinlan seconded the motion.  The 
motion carried unanimously.   
 

Mike Quinlan made a motion to accept the plan as complete, Dave Tower seconded the motion 
the motion carried unanimously. 
 

Dave Tower made a motion to approve the Technical Subdivision; Mike Quinlan seconded the 
motion, the motion carried unanimously. 
 

Wetland’s Ordinance-Interpretation of “access” 

Robyn presented her memo regarding her discussion of access at a Conservation Commission 
meeting.  Robyn suggested the Conservation Commission come in and meet with the Planning 
Board to discuss interpretation of access and whether or not there should be a definitive 
definition identifying commercial access from residential access to clarify issues.   
 

Tim asked if this was a potential stumbling block for Wal-Mart’s expansion 
 

Robyn said yes and that when she spoke to Dave Drouin on the Conservation Commission he 
said that Wal-Mart had access and an expansion didn’t qualify under the ordinance doesn’t 
address an expansion and the fact that they have access at all is access enough.   
 

Pat asked at what point does the clock stop when redefining access for a property owner.   
 
Robyn said that an important thing to think about was there was no encroachment on the 
wetland; it was an encroachment on the buffer.   
 

Kim said she could see where this could come up in residential if someone lives in a house with 
no garage and then sells it.  Someone later wants to build a garage but the wetlands are an issue.  
You then need access to the home and the garage, and then be requesting a similar thing.  The 
way this is written is clearer but not in a way to address commercial uses.   
 

Robyn said you have to address water runoff or let harm come to the wetland and make water 
discharges 50 feet from the wetland or surface water so you are still doing what a buffer does.   
 

Dave Tower said G is under permitted uses.  if somebody has a property that requires access 
through the wetlands, the Wetlands Ordinance allows that.  It goes on to say, if there is any 
severe disturbance a special exception is required. He said he didn’t see where the problem was. 
 

Dave asked Robyn if this came up in the context of Wal-Mart 
 
Robyn said it did in regard to the access road around the back that may be bumped out about 20’ 
in to the buffer. 
 

Kirk pointed out that still keeps them 30 feet from the wetlands.  He also said when Wal-Mart 
came in with their conceptual plan he said he brought it up and said he did not want this to be the 
next big issue the Town of Rindge is arguing over.  From the Planning Board’s stand point he 
understood it wasn’t.  Kirk said from his stand point, if you have a property that needs access 
around the building and you have a wetland that bumps out into it, and you go through that 
buffer, there shouldn’t be a problem.  But if you say you have a perfectly straight wetland at the 
back of a property and you want to put your building up and create access all along the back of 
the property now you are stretching it.  There is a difference between the two. 
 

Tim Halliday pointed out prohibited uses except this letter “G” in the wetlands ordinance which 
he feels reinforces the position. 
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Kirk said Kim pointed out a pervious surface was a possibility. 
 

Dave said he doesn’t see any problem with Wal-Mart in the context of that access road around 
the back.  If the Con Com, Wetlands Bureau or Planning Board thought that access road around 
the back of the building was going to require any dredging and filling there would need to be a 
special exception.   
 

Kirk said that is where you get in to Surface Waters and Vegetated Wetlands that is not the 
buffer.     
 

Kirk said that there was no need to make any motions as the Board seemed to be on the same 
page on this issue.  He thought it was a good idea to have this conversation before meeting with 
the Con Com. 
 
 

Budget 

Kim discussed the Selectmen’s meeting where the default budget was discussed.  The Board 
needed to vote on the budget that would be sent to the Selectmen.   

• Fees 
There was discussion about possibly raising advertising fees 

• Revolving Fund 
There was a discussion about possibly starting a revolving fund for postage. 
 

Robyn will research costs of advertising and get back to the Board. 
 

Default Budget 

Robyn asked the Board to recommend a budget that she could bring to the Board of Selectmen 
that would include funds that the Planning Board was willing to transfer in to the General Fund 
from the Planning Board default budget.   
 

Kim made a motion to recommend the $20,100.00 budget, Dave Tower seconded the motion the 
motion carried with Pat Barry abstaining and Kirk Stenersen voting No. 
 

Non-Public Session per RSA 91-A: 3IIa for personnel matters 
 

Tim Halliday made a motion to enter in to Non-Public Session per RSA 91-A: 3IIa for personnel 
matters.  Kim McCummings seconded the motion.  Kirk Stenersen-Yes, Kim McCummings-Yes, 
Mike Quinlan-Yes, Dave Tower-Yes, Hank Whitney-Yes, Tim Halliday-Yes, Pat Barry-Yes 
 

Adjourned  

9:30pm 

 
NEXT MEETING  

April 19, 2011 

Respectfully submitted,  
Robyn Payson 




