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PLANNING BOARD 

RINDGE, NEW HAMPSHIRE  

August 2, 2011 

 

DATE:  August 2, 2011 TYPE: Planning Board Hearing DATE APPROVED: 9/20/11 

TIME: 7:00 pm – 9:00pm CHAIR: Kirk Stenersen 

CALL TO ORDER: 7:00 pm  

ROLL CALL MEMBERS: Kirk Stenersen, Kim McCummings, Tim Halliday, Hank Whitney, 

Dave Tower 

ROLL CALL ALTERNATES: None Present 
EX OFFICIO: Pat Barry 

ACTING PLANNING DIRECTOR: Robyn Payson 

APPOINTMENT OF ALTERNATES:  

 

Announcements 

Robyn gave an update on update on Atlantic Drive, which includes a letter from Jason Czekalski 

who is attorney for the Pangborn family cautioning the town against acting in favor of accepting the 

road at this time.  Robyn also stated that she received an email informing her that the Site Walk that 

had been scheduled for August 3
rd

 had been cancelled. 

 

Tractor Supply is having a Pet Appreciation Week event.  Robyn distributed information about the 

event in the Board’s packets. 

 

Plan New Hampshire is still in the process of deciding on a date for the Charrette.  Due to scheduling 

conflicts, the Charrette will need to be put off until January or February.  Robyn asked the board to 

consider dates and decide when they would like to schedule. 

 

Robyn distributed the final REDI reports by Roger Hawk and Stu Arnett.   

 

OLD BUSINESS 

Minutes 

July 19, 2011 Dave Tower made a motion to approve the minutes.  Kim McCummings seconded the 

motion.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Pat Barry recused herself 

 

Map 9 Lot 20 

Minor Site Plan 

Franklin Pierce University 

Jeff Kevan of TF Moran presented the plan for the 4,576 two-story addition to the existing 31,380 

square foot Field House at Franklin Pierce University.   

 

Robyn said that as soon as she knew the project was underway she called a meeting so all of the 

involved parties could sit down together and talk about any concerns that may arise. 

 

This addition will be located on existing pavement, so there is no environmental impact. 
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The University is requesting the following waivers: 

o Allow the use of a 24”x36” drawing size to show the campus clearly; as was used for FPU on 

previous submittals. 

o Boundary information has not been provided.  This is a large parcel with development in the 

center of the lot, well inside the setback requirements. 

o Topographic and soils information has been provided for the development area but not the 

entire 340 acre parcel. 

Dave Tower made a motion to grant the waivers.  Tim Halliday seconded the motion.  The motion 

carried unanimously.   

 

Tim Halliday made a motion to accept the application Dave Tower seconded the motion the motion 

carried unanimously. 

Kirk opened the public hearing on the application. 

 

The building department had no issues that would impede Site Plan approval but there were some 

Life Safety Issues regarding sprinklers that would need to be addressed.   

 

There was no comment from the public. 

 

Dave Tower made a motion to approve the application.  Kim McCummings seconded the motion.  

The motion carried unanimously.   

 

Informal Discussion- 

Map 7 Lot 91 Perry Road 

Minor Subdivision 

John Heikkenen 

Surveyor Dick Drew came before the board on behalf of John Heikkenen about a 26-acre lot with 

insufficient frontage for Subdivision.  Mr. Heikkenen wants to attempt to get a variance to subdivide 

one lot in order to preserve the “Perry Farm House” built in 1790.  Mr. Heikkenen and Mr. Drew 

were seeking the advice of the Planning Board, seeking a variance, and asking for input. 

 

Robyn distributed GIS maps she had created to illustrate the points. 

 

Mr. Heikkenen has no interest in subdividing into more than one additional lot. 

 

Tim Halliday said this property was a great candidate for a back lot and that was something the 

board should look at.   

 

Robyn asked Bob Cleland if he thought the Historical Society would be willing to write a letter of 

support to the ZBA if Mr. Heikkenen went for a variance.  Bob asked Mr. Heikkenen to bring 

information about the house to the Historical Society.   

 

Dave Tower said that the Zoning Subcommittee would look at creating back lots as it addresses 

changes in the Zoning Ordinance for this year.   

 

 

 

 



Meeting Minutes August 2, 2011 KS, KM, TH, HW, PB, RP 

Meeting Minutes August 2, 2011 KS, KM, TH, HW, PB, RP 

 

3

Conservation Commission 

Aerial Photos 

David Drouin, Richard Mellor and Bob Cleland of the Conservation Commission came to the 

Planning Board to discuss the using of the GIS photos purchased by them for GEOVANTAGE for 

the GIS program. 

There was discussion about the use of Government Records and the limitation on what could be 

charged for the use of them.   

 

Dave Drouin said there were three issues 

 

The Con Com wanted to recoup some of their expenses 

Con Com understood that Statute only allows charging for “marginal expenses” for Governmental 

Records.  Following discussion Robyn agreed to use the Geovantage aerial photos and research the 

associated costs of ink and paper.  She is also going to track her time to determine how long it takes 

to create these maps for applicants.  There was a discussion as to whether there could be a difference 

between someone needing a picture for a hearing or someone wanting a picture for their wall.  

Robyn is going to find out if there is a difference under RSA 91A. 

 

Kim McCummings said that the Planning Board needed to set up a revolving fund so when people 

were charged for ink and paper the money paid by applicants would go directly toward that purpose 

rather than in to the General Fund. 

 

There was a contract with Geovantage to adjust the parcel layer 

Con Com complained about the amount of time it was taking for the parcel layer to be adjusted.  

Robyn said that when the agreement was originally made the staffing level of the Planning 

Department was different and she is now doing two jobs and has had to prioritize what was done 

first.  Robyn and Bob Cleland will meet with Mike Burnet to figure out how to complete the process 

as expeditiously as possible. 

 

Use of the Aerial Photos 

Rather than go through a protracted process of comparison between the Geovantage Photos and the 

GRANIT Photos it was agreed that the Geovantage Photos would be used now that the Conservation 

Commission understood that the only charges to the public could be for “marginal costs” 

 

Kim said she found the aerial photo very useful in the conceptual discussion and would like to 

require them for every application. 

 

WORK MEETING 

 

CIP 

Robyn presented the research she had done on the evolution of the CIP committee.  This included 

the warrant articles in 1991 and 2003.  It appeared to Robyn that the CIP committee while under the 

Planning Board suffered from a lack of support from the Board of Selectmen and the Budget 

Advisory Committee.  The Planning Board turned the administration of the CIP to the Board of 

Selectmen in 2003.  Robyn felt that the minutes indicated this was in frustration at the lack of 

support.   
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If the Planning Board wanted to take the CIP back, it would require another warrant article.  Robyn 

asked Dave Duvernay for the most recent CIP which is for 2008-2015. 

 

Kim said that the CIP is not linked to the Master Plan as it should be, currently it is a budgeting 

exercise. 

 

Pat Barry said the Board of Selectman’s difficulty has been without the connection to the Master 

Plan it has been difficult to make the pubic understand the big picture behind the CIP.  The Planning 

Board would lend more credibility to the proposal. 

 

Following discussion, the consensus of the Planning Board was not to move to take back the CIP 

committee. 

 

Kim McCummings said the CIP Committee needs to be reestablished and redefined.  The Board of 

Selectmen need to do a re-launch with the focus on what the committee should be doing, and getting 

the right players around the table.  

 

Pat agreed the committee needed to be rejuvenated especially when some of the members are not in 

town part of the year.   

 

Dave Tower says there needs to be discussion with the Budget Advisory Committee so that they can 

understand and support the CIP. 

 

Tim Halliday said he supported Kim and Dave in not taking the CIP on, but also said times are going 

to be hard for a few years and we should not expect people to vote in favor of any warrant articles 

that include spending. 

 

Kirk said the CIP cannot look like a wish list, and needs to be scrutinized.  He also said the CIP 

would not function without true leadership, no matter what committee is put together if someone 

isn’t willing to do the work it isn’t going to happen.   

 

He said the Planning Department does not have the staff to take this on.  The whole process takes 

good leadership to coordinate the BAC the CIP, the Selectmen and the Planning Board and 

somebody needs to be taking that initiative.   

 

Pat agreed. 

 

Dave Tower said that any town that allows its own infrastructure to fall down ultimately is not going 

to prosper.  It is short-term thinking.  Leadership is the key to ensuring short-term thinking does not 

prevail. 

 

Tim agreed and people need to be educated because it is going to be hard to catch up. 

 

Hank said people are taking it out on their own town.  They have to understand Capital Reserves are 

a necessity.  The town budget is not hurting people in Rindge.  The state needs to figure out how to 

pay for our schools.  You get a pretty good bang for your buck here compared to Jaffrey and the 

other surrounding towns.   
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Kim McCummings made a motion that the Planning Board not move to take back the Capital 

Improvements Plan Committee and offered the following recommendations to the Board of 

Selectmen on moving forward: 

 

o The CIP Committee needs to be reestablished, revitalized, restructured and redefined with 

representatives from Planning, the BAC, the Economic Development Committee, and 

whomever else the Board of Selectmen feels pertinent to that group. 

 

o The CIP needs to be educated as to the purpose of Capital Improvement Planning, review the 

plan, and update it. 

Tim Halliday seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Economic Development Chapter-Master Plan 

Robyn distributed copiers of Roger Hawk’s final Economic Development Master Plan Report.  The 

Planning Board will meet following the meeting with the Board of Selectmen to discuss the process 

of acceptance.   

 

Subcommittees  

Robyn reminded the Board to schedule to their Subcommittee meetings.   

 

NEXT MEETING  

September 20, 2011 

Respectfully submitted,  

Robyn Payson 
 




