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PLANNING BOARD 

RINDGE, NEW HAMPSHIRE  

January 13, 2009 

 

DATE: January 13, 2009 TYPE: Public Hearing DATE APPROVED: 02/17/09 

TIME: 7:00PM-8:30PM CHAIR: Kim McCummings 

CALL TO ORDER: 7:00PM  

ROLL CALL MEMBERS:, Kim McCummings, Dave Tower, Kirk Stenersen, Roberta Oeser, 

Deb Sawyer, Rick Godin,  

ROLL CALL ALTERNATES: Art Fiorelli, Scott Brown, Shirley Carney 

EX OFFICIO:  

PLANNING DIRECTOR: Jane Pitt 

PLANNING ASSISTANT: 

APPOINTMENT OF ALTERNATES Art Fiorelli for Dave Tower 

 

 

Proposed Amendments to the Rindge Aquifer Protection District Ordinance 

 

Jane reviewed the changes to the amended ordinance since the last hearing.  Town Counsel 

reviewed the proposed changes.   

Changes included:  

• Reviewing and correcting if necessary the appropriate statutory references. 

• Determining the appropriate appeal process.   

• Confirm the legal standing of the Conservation Commission and the Code Enforcement 

Officer to question the Aquifer District boundary. 

• Add the Planning Board back in as a party who could question the boundary of the 

Aquifer District.   

 

Phil Stenersen said he has a problem with the fact that if an aquifer touches any part of a lot it 

affects the whole lot.  He also questioned the definition of Aquifer used in the Ordinance.   

 

Rick Godin said that the definition refers to the map. 

 

Jason Czekalski expressed his opinion that by using the definition and the procedure for 

changing the map the entire town could possibly be included in the aquifer. 

 

Tim Halliday asked who made the changes to the ordinance.  Kim said that a subcommittee had 

been working on the changes to the ordinance.  Tm said he was very disappointed that all 

aquifers were now protected.  It puts a lot of land in it and it burdens the landowner by having to 

prove they are not in the district.  He said he did not think the changes were made in the interest 

of protecting the water.  He thought it was a “feel good” measure to make it tighter and get 

people to vote for it.  He wanted the votes of the Board to show on the ballot.   

 

Kim said that there was input from DES and a wetlands soil scientist had input on the 

amendments.   

 

Kim brought the audience members into the Planning Office to show the Aquifer map. 
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Roberta spoke against the amendments and said they were not ready to be brought before the 

voters of the town.   

 

Rick Godin made a motion to approve the final form of the Aquifer Protection District 

Ordinance as corrected for inclusion on the March town warrant.  Art Fiorelli seconded the 

motion.  Vote: Kim McCummings-Yes Roberta Oeser-No Deb Sawyer-Yes, Rick Godin-Yes, 

Kirk Stenersen-No Art Fiorelli-Yes  The motion carried.   

 

Proposed Amendment to the Zoning Ordinance Submitted by Petition by Jason Czekalski 

Jason presented the petition article.  He stated that this was to protect people who wish to enjoy 

their property.   

 

Kathy John said she never knew there was a problem with people using their property.   

 

Deb Sawyer said she had been involved with little league for years without a problem.  She 

wanted to know where the representatives were from little league or Pop Warner were if this was 

a real problem.   

 

Mr. Czekalski said that his petition article lost by only 40 votes last year and people had asked 

him to re submit the petition and to represent them.   

 

Roberta said she had no problem with the concept but she did have a problem with the language 

of the petition. 

 

Art asked for another example beside the sand pit case where anyone had any limitation put on 

recreation. 

 

Mr. Czekalski said that there was no other but “one was too many” 

 

Jane said the language was confusing and had Mr. Czekalski come to the Planning Board there 

could have been something added to the Zoning to address his concerns.   

 

Kim said that the Board can address this issue after Town Meeting if the petition article does not 

pass.   

 

Art Fiorelli made a motion to not recommend this article to the voters on the ballot.  Deb Sawyer 

seconded the motion.   

 

Kim McCummings-Yes Roberta Oeser-Yes Deb Sawyer-Yes, Rick Godin-Yes, Kirk Stenersen-

No Art Fiorelli-Yes  The motion carried 

 

Meeting Adjourned 8:30pm 

 

NEXT MEETING  

February 17, 2009 

Respectfully submitted,  

Robyn Payson 




