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PLANNING BOARD 

RINDGE, NEW HAMPSHIRE  

June 7, 2011 

 

DATE:  June 7, 2011 TYPE: Planning Board Hearing DATE APPROVED: June 21, 2011 

TIME: 7:00 pm – 9:15 pm CHAIR: Kirk Stenersen 

CALL TO ORDER: 7:00 pm  

ROLL CALL MEMBERS: Kirk Stenersen, Mike Quinlan, Tim Halliday, Dave Tower 

ROLL CALL ALTERNATES:  Phil Simeone 

EX OFFICIO: Pat Barry 

ACTING PLANNING DIRECTOR: Robyn Payson 

APPOINTMENT OF ALTERNATES:  Phil Simeone for Hank Whitney 

 

Announcements 

 

Plan NH 

The Town of Rindge has been awarded a place in the Plan New Hampshire Charrette Program.  A 

representative of their board will be in contact with the Planning Department the week of June 20. 

 

Senior Housing Tour 

Robyn Announced she went to the opening of the Senior Housing May 25 and reported that it was 

beautiful inside and a terrific experience to see a project over 10 years in the making, become a 

reality. 

 

Monadnock View Road  

Robyn reported that she visited Monadnock View Road with Mike Cloutier, Carlotta, Bob Van 

Dyke, Rob Faulkner, and Rob Stomski of Clough Harbor.  The purpose of the visit was for a final 

inspection of the road prior to it being paved.  Bob has an August 1
st
 deadline for paving. 

 

Ongoing Agricultural and Gardening Workshops 

Robyn said she met with Carl Majewski and Ann McEntee to set up the next years’ worth of 

workshops.  Events have been planned until April 2012   

 

Dubois King 

Robyn reported that there had been no news from Dubois King as to whether or not their grant has 

been awarded. 

 

All Boards Meeting 

Kim Hallquist of the Local Government Center spoke on the Open Meeting law and Roger Hawk 

spoke on the R.E.D.I initiative. 

 

Applications for 2011 thus far 

For 2011 there have been 11 Land Use applications.  In 2010 there were 5 for the entire year.  This 

may be an encouraging sign. 
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Minutes 

May 17, 2011 Mike Quinlan made a motion to approve the minutes, Phil Simeone seconded.  The 

minutes were approved unanimously.   

 

May 17, 2011 nonpublic Mike Quinlan made a motion to approve the minutes, Phil Simeone 

seconded the minutes.  The minutes were approved unanimously. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Scenic Road Hearing  

Bancroft and Fitzgerald Roads 

Public Service of New Hampshire 

David Crane of PSNH came before the board for the required Scenic Road Hearing per RSA 231:58 

prior to removing trees and brush adjacent to and beneath all of its power lines within the town.    

 

There was a question about why Bancroft Road was named as a scenic road, when Fitzgerald Road 

was the only road adopted at Town Meeting.  Mr. Crane said that Bancroft had always been 

considered a scenic road as far as he knew according to PSNH records.  Robyn agreed to do some 

research to try and find Bancroft Road somewhere on past warrants voted to be a scenic road.  If it 

proves not to be, she will contact Mr. Crane so PSNH’s records can be updated. 

 

Abutter to Fitzgerald Road, Craig Clark expressed concern over an Elm tree on his property.   

 

Mike Quinlan made a motion to approve, Phil Simeone seconded the motion.  The motion carried 

unanimously.   

Dave Tower arrived at the meeting 

 

Map 5 Lot 4 Delton Drive Subdivisions 

Impact Fee Discussion 

Matt Sauvola 

Tyler Seppala and Matt Sauvola were asking the Board to consider waiving impact fees because on 

the property before Mr. Sauvola owned it were three mobile home trailers.  Mr. Seppala and Mr. 

Sauvola had deeds for all three trailers.  Robyn said she found no information about the trailers in 

the Building Department and the Building Inspector recalled only one of the trailers being really 

inhabitable and the other two being rather serious disrepair for many years. 

 

These trailers had been demolished and removed from the property prior to Mr. Sauvola purchasing 

it and subsequently subdividing it. 

 

Kirk Wheeler, bought and built a home on the lot on which the trailers were originally located.  His 

Impact Fee was waived, because it was decided at that time that his house was a replacement of an 

existing dwelling under the Impact Fee Ordinance What Mr. Sauvola and Mr. Seppala were 

requesting is that there be two additional waivers available to account for the replacement of the 

other two mobile home trailers that were once on the property.  They had been told by the Wickers 

all the mobile homes had been occupied one time or another and lived in up until 2003. 

 

There was a lengthy discussion about the condition of the mobile homes and if they were 

inhabitable, and whether that was even relevant. 
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Kirk was in favor of granting the waivers. 

Tim Halliday felt granting one additional waiver might be fair but two was stretch.   

Robyn said she was concerned that in the future someone could come in with a property with a cellar 

hole and say they are replacing a structure.  Pat Barry agreed it was a slippery slope. 

 

Tim said that the key point in the ordinance is that the ordinance states “replacement of an existing 

manufactured home” and these did not exist when the property was purchased, however he would 

agree to one more waiver. 

 

Mike Quinlan said that you have to agree completely or not at all.   

 

Phil Simeone said that if Matt bought the property and the trailers where there he could make the 

argument but where they weren’t it was hard to justify granting the waivers. 

 

Mike Quinlan made a motion to deny the two additional waivers.  Pat Barry seconded the motion.  

The motion carried with Kirk and Tim voting no. 

 

Informal Discussion 

Denise Mazzola/Amy Wiley-Professional Dog Trainers 

Denise Mazzoloa described her business and her wish to locate it in Rindge.  Robyn said that this 

particular use is not addressed in our zoning currently.  Generally this type of use would fall under 

home occupation but as this is the business is the primary use of the property “Home Occupation” 

would not apply. 

Denise described her business in detail. 

 

Dave Tower said that it appeared she would need to get a variance to locate the business in 

Residential Agricultural. 

 

It was suggested that Denise come in and meet with the Planning Department and Dave Duvernay 

for further discussion. 

 

Informal Discussion 

Wal-Mart 

Steve Decoursey of Bohler Engineering presented the plan for the proposed Wal-Mart expansion 

which calls for moving the roadway around the rear of the building.  This will not be directly 

impacting any wetlands but they will be working within the wetland buffer.  At the initial 

consultation, the Planning Board stated that this was something that could be worked with, within 

the ordinance.  The Planning Board suggested the plan be shown to the Conservation Commission, 

so we would all be on the same page.  The Conservation Commission didn’t agree with the Planning 

Board and the Code Enforcement Officer’s reading of the Wetland’s Ordinance.   

 

Robyn then stated that the Conservation Commission was invited in to discuss their position with the 

Planning Board.  At the end of that meeting, there were still disagreements.  This meeting is to 

review the plan and solidify the Planning Boards stand on the proposed access road around the back 

of the expanded building.   

 

 

Dave Tower asked Steve Decoursey, if in his engineering study of this project, would it be 



Meeting Minutes June 7, 2011 KS, KM, DT, TH, AH, MQ, PS, RP 

Meeting Minutes June 7, 2011 KS, KM, DT, TH, AH, MQ, PS, RP 4

necessary to do any dredging filling or otherwise altering the surface configuration of Surface 

Waters? 

 

Mr. Decoursey said “No” 

 

Dave Tower asked if it would be necessary to do any dredging filling or otherwise altering the 

surface configuration of any Vegetated Wetland. 

 

Mr. Decoursey said, “No they are not directly impacting anything.” 

 

Dave Tower suggested that under Section 4 “G” of the Wetlands ordinance there would be no 

need for a Special Exception based on Mr. Decoursey’s testimony.   Dave asked Kirk if he 

agreed and he did and said if it is not impacting wetlands it does not need a Special Exception.  

Dave then asked Mr. Decoursey if he agreed, which he did. 

 

 Dave said to Mr. Decoursey When you say that you have been out on the site.  Your statements 

are made with knowledge gained from examining the site?  .  Mr. Decoursey said he agreed 

based on the survey and the wetland flagging that had been done. 

 

Dave said that takes the issue of the Special Exception off the table. 

 

Dave said it seemed to him that the access way is essential to the productive use of the property.  

And he asked if anyone disagreed with that.  Kirk said that he did agree that access was essential 

to the productive use of the land.  Tim and Mike agreed as well.  Pat said for clarification 

purposes that it is necessary for increased use of the property.  Dave said it is necessary for what 

they are proposing.  

 

Dave asked Mr. Decoursey if he would be able to construct that access way so that it will not 

have any detrimental effect on wetlands. 

 

Mr. Decoursey said he could.   

 

Kirk said, and any of that access way within the 50 foot buffer the run off can be directed outside 

the 50 foot buffer. 

 

Mr. Decoursey said yes. 

 

Dave Tower moved the board make the following findings 

 

1. The access way is essential to the productive use of the land, meaning that proposed 

expansion of 41,000 sq. feet. 

 

2. Based on Mr. Decoursey’s description, the roadway construction can be constructed with 

no detrimental impact on wetlands. 

 

3. Per Mr. Decoursey’s description, the roadway will be impervious and shall be 

constructed in a way to collect all surface water run-off and divert it to an area at least 50 

feet distant from any vegetated wetland or surface water other than those constructed for 

treatment purposes using Best Management Practices. 
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4. Based on Mr. Decoursey’ s description there will be no dredging filling or otherwise 

altering the surface configuration of any Vegetated Wetland and therefore no Special 

Exception is required.   

 

Dave Tower proposed this finding be voted on Tim Halliday seconded the motion. 

The motion carried unanimously with Phil Simeone abstaining. 

 

WORK MEETING 

 

Subcommittee Assignments 

 

Kirk heard from two members of the Board 

 

Alternates 

We received only one letter of interest so far. 

 

 

 

 

 

NEXT MEETING  

June 21, 2011 

Respectfully submitted,  

Robyn Payson 




