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PLANNING BOARD 

RINDGE, NEW HAMPSHIRE  

March 3, 2009 

 

DATE: March 3, 2009 TYPE: Public Hearing DATE APPROVED: 3/17/09 

TIME: 7:00PM-8:00PM CHAIR: Dave Tower 

CALL TO ORDER: 7:00PM  

ROLL CALL MEMBERS: David Tower, Rick Godin, Kirk Stenersen, Deb Sawyer, Roberta 

Oeser 

ROLL CALL ALTERNATES: Art Fiorelli, Scott Brown,  

EX OFFICIO: Burt Goodrich 

PLANNING DIRECTOR: Jane Pitt 

PLANNING ASSISTANT:  

APPOINTMENT OF ALTERNATES Scott Brown for Kim McCummings Art Fiorelli for 

Dave Tower during PLH hearing 

 

Announcements 

 

Dave Tower opened the meeting. 

 

Jane presented a statement to the Planning Board detailing the facts surrounding the Market 

Basket Aquifer and re-zoning of the property on Dale Farm road as they related to the protest 

petition being circulated Roberta Oeser, as well as recent statements made in the local paper by 

Jason Czekalski. (Filed with the minutes.)   

 

Dave Tower concurred with Jane saying that Planning Board members getting involved in 

campaigning against warrant articles hurt the reputation of the Town and the Planning Board and 

he hoped a lesson could be learned from this experience. 

 

Kirk Stenersen said that the owners of the Dale Farm property have a right to re-zone their land, 

and he didn’t see any problem with that. 

 

Art said he didn’t understand why it was being said that protecting low yield Aquifers was being 

opposed so strongly as they are referred to in the Master Plan as being an excellent source of 

water for single homes and businesses.   

 

Master Plan Chapters 

Jane reported the remaining Master Plan chapters that need to be worked on. 

 

� Economic Development-if the budget allows we will obtain assistance from a consultant. 

� Educational Resources-Jane will approach Judy Tomlinson from FPU. 

� History and Culture –Jane will ask Bob Cleland of the Historical Society if he has time to 

assist with this chapter.  

� Regional Context 

� Implementation 
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Old Business 

 

Minutes 

February 17, 2008 Roberta Oeser made a motion to accept the minutes.  Deb Sawyer seconded 

the motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

New Business 

 

Major Site Plan 

Map 3 Lot 1 & 1-1 

PLH-Lakeview, LLC 

Steve Pelkey 

Dave Tower recused himself and appointed Deb Sawyer to the Chair in his Place. 

 

Deb Sawyer appointed Scott Brown for Kim McCummings and Art Fiorelli for Dave 

Tower 

 

Jane reviewed the Site Plan application which was designated to be a Major Site Plan because of 

the regional impact.  Jane said she considers the Site Plan to be complete and recommends 

acceptance.  She also recommends a very cursory third party review because of the proximity to 

Lord Brook and Lake Monomonac.  Nate Chamberlain will present the application on behalf of 

Mr. Pelkey.   

 

Nate Chamberlain presented the Site Plan for the second phase of development on the site.  

Proposed, is a commercial landscaping business in the back portion of the building, a stove shop 

(pellet and wood burning) in the front of the building, and on the property, the sale of garden 

sheds, fencing, various types of pavers, mulch and stone.  Utility trailers will also be sold on the 

property.   

 

A “green strip” of landscaping is proposed for the front of the site, as well as small areas of 

landscaping around the building.   

 

The traffic study has been updated to include the removal of one of the driveways, moving the 

entrance north.  The storm water calculations have also been updated.   

 

Building improvements include painting the building and adding shutters.  The sign will be the 

Atlas logo on a blue background and the word “Lakeview”.  Jane said she had not seen 

dimensions for the sign.   

 

Art Fiorelli said plants for sale are going to need to be watered; he wanted to know where the 

water is going to flow. 

 

Mr. Chamberlain said the water will flow into Lord Brook.   

 

Art said water in that runoff will have phosphates and nitrates that will go into Lake 

Monomonac.  That issue needs to be addressed.  He also said he wanted to see highlighted in 

some way the different materials covering the lot pavement, gravel, etc. 
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Burt Goodrich said that different methods to water plants may be worth exploring.  He 

complimented the work at the site so far and asked if the renderings provided were an actual 

representation of the building improvements. 

 

Nate said that the renderings were what the building would look like. 

 

Jane asked for a description of what would go on in the bay’s behind the building, would oil be 

changed, trucks washed or parking? 

 

Mr. Chamberlain said they are not there to work on trucks it’s a landscaping company. 

 

Jane asked what are the trucks there to do? 

 

Mr. Chamberlain said the trucks are for the landscaping. 

 

Jane said they come in and park. 

 

Mr. Chamberlain said yes 

 

Jane asked if it was overnight 

 

Mr. Chamberlain said he believed so. 

 

Jane asked if they pick up material and then leave. 

 

Mr. Chamberlain said They leave in the morning and go to the job sites. 

 

Art Fiorelli asked if Jane’s question was were they all going to be parked inside?  

 

Jane said, asked if there were going to be a lot of trucks outside. 

 

Mr. Chamberlain said no, I don’t believe so.   

 

Jane said, the trucks that are inside are simply coming to get their daily orders they need and then 

they are gone and there’s no maintenance going on in that structure. 

 

Mr. Chamberlain said he didn’t believe maintenance would be going on in the building. 

 

Kirk Stenersen made a motion to accept the application as complete.  Art Fiorelli seconded the 

motion.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 

Art expressed concern at the language regarding storage of materials.  Stating that the language 

“included but not limited to” was too open ended and would allow anything to be stored on the 

site.  He wanted to see a more clear description of what would be stored outside.   

 

Roberta pointed out note #13 on the plan states that no harmful chemicals, herbicides and /or 

pesticides will be stored, sold or used on site. 

 

Deb Sawyer pointed out a correction to the plan that the word “be” was missing from note #13.   
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Kirk wanted to know what Jane was suggesting as far as peer review.  Jane said she was only 

concerned about drainage as there is a concern about run off into the brook and the lake.   

 

Nate said Clough Harbor has been reasonable with their reviews.   

 

Roberta Oeser made a motion to authorize the third party review covering run off and drainage 

pending receipt of the drainage calculations from Nate.  Art Fiorelli seconded the motion.  The 

motion carried unanimously.   

 

Discussion-Voluntary Merger Procedure 

Jane reviewed the statute that addresses Voluntary Mergers.  The language anticipates the 

Planning Board being able to appoint a designee to sign the notice.  Voluntary Mergers are not 

addressed in the Subdivision Regulations or the Rules of Procedure.  She suggested that the 

Planning Director be designee so the process can move as swiftly as possible.   

 

Dave Tower asked what the position of the Planning Board will be if two lots under two acres 

are merged, and the result is still less than two acres?  The Board needs to agree that creating a 

lot that is “less nonconforming” is sufficient.   

 

Roberta said that making a lot that is “less nonconforming” is always better. 

 

Roberta made a motion that the Planning Director be the designee of the Planning Board for the 

purposes of signing Voluntary Mergers per RSA 674:39a.  Kirk Stenersen seconded the motion, 

the motion carried unanimously.   

 

NEXT MEETING  

March 17, 2009 

Respectfully submitted,  

Robyn Payson 
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Tim Halliday and the Aquifer Ordinance: response by Jane Pitt. 

 

“Prevent future development at fogg Corner and Market Basket” 

 

Absolutely not true with respect to Fogg and the Market Basket property is not even in the 

Aquifer. 

 

With respect to Market Basket, I received a phone call approximately 2 weeks ago from John 

Mathews which is the Director of Real Estate for all of the MB stores. He told me that Roberta 

Oeser had contacted his local Rindge manager and informed him that the MB property was in the 

new Aquifer and that MB would never be able to expand the shopping center. She asked MB 

sign the Protest Petition. John, who I know from years ago in Boston, called me and said that 

MB was in panic mode. I assured John…sent him the maps. MB continued to hear from Roberta 

and finally hired Jeff Kevan to confirm the facts. This is an important business in Town that had 

to spend money to deal with misinformation provided by a member of the Planning Board. Now 

this is not good business.  This is a chaotic, shoot from the hip, fire drill. This the type of ready, 

fire aim behavior that gives Rindge a terrible image. If I were RE counsel to MB and I have 

played that roll with many similar companies, I would be suggesting to the company that it think 

twice before doing any further development in Rindge. 

 

I’ve asked Tim for a retraction as far as MB is concerned. Didn’t see one in today’s paper. 

 

  

 Dale Farm Road Rezoning: 

  

Tim is also opposed to the rezoning of the Brown parcel on Dale Farm Road. As you may recall, 

this property was in the Res/Ag District until 2007 when it was rezoned into the Business/Light 

Industry District. This was done without the Brown's knowledge or consent.  Now, Tim owns a 

large parcel across the road from the Brown’s property and, according to Karen Brown, made an 

offer to her last year to buy it. Tim confirmed on Friday that he had made such an offer and went 

on to say that he opposed the rezoning because if it went back to res/ag, there might be housing 

there and then he would have abutters to worry about. Burt and Janet Goodrich were in my office 

at the time if you want to confirm this.  

  

Tim also told two of the Selectmen that this particular rezoning was put through the Planning 

Board by "a few outspoken voices". As you recall, the request for the rezoning came in a letter 

from the Browns to me and I brought it to the Board. When you look at the Zoning Map, this 

parcel sticks out like a sore thumb in the Business/Light Industry District. It makes no sense 

from a strictly planning point of view. The Board's vote on this rezoning was 6 in favor and 1 

against placing it back into the Res/Ag District. 

  

I’d like to close with Jason. Suffice it to say that being the Managing Partner of a Boston Law 

Firm for 13 years should count as "business experience" shouldn't it? Aside from that falsehood, 

Jason claimed that Phantom Fireworks was chased out of town by the Planning 

Board/Department. The truth is that Phantom suspended its development plans because Atlas 

moved in down the road and cut into its Massachusetts market. In my last conversation with the 

Phantom people, I was told that economic conditions, in general, had caused them to sit things 

out for awhile. 
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We go out of our way to provide assistance to local businesses, large and small and we try to 

project a Planning Department that is fair, transparent and efficient. The things in the paper this 

past week, the fire drill with Market Basket don’t help one bit. They may advance someone’s 

political goals but they don’t advance this community. 

 

If Tim, Roberta, Jason truly want a "business friendly" town, they might start by getting their 

facts straight, toning down the rhetoric and leaving aside their own personal/economic interests. 

Then we might just make some progress. 

  

 
 




