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PLANNING BOARD

RINDGE, NEW HAMPSHIRE 
October 23, 2006

DATE:  October 23, 2006
TYPE: Master Plan Public Hearing
Date Approved 11/06/06
TIME:
7:00 PM-10:30 PM. John Vorfeld acting Chairperson

CALL TO ORDER, at 7:00 PM 
ROLL CALL:John Vorfeld, Art Fiorelli, Keith Halloran, Jed Brummer, Deb Sawyer, Dick Isakson, Jo Anne Carr, Robyn Payson,

ALTERNATES Dick Isakson for Kim McCummings Keith Halloran for Dave Tower
Also present were Selectmen Tim Halliday, and Patricia Lang Barry
Review of meeting minutes 10/3/06  John Vorfeld made a motion to approve the minutes with the addition of a change to the Tim Halliday Technical Subdivision Hearing.  A notation will be added, regarding the mistaken assertion that State Subdivision Approval was not necessary for one of the lots.  Jed Brummer 2nd motion carried unanimously.  
Committee Updates
CIP
Dick Isakson reported that the CIP plan has been completed and passed on to the Board of Selectmen for Review
Jo Anne said that the CIP had discussed adding $5000.00 per year to the Capital Improvements plan to fund the Master Plan in the future so that the funds will be available for the next update.  
Senior Housing

Dick Isakson reported that the committee is applying for a grant to fund a feasibility study on the proposed future site of the Senior Housing.  
Agricultural Committee
Keith Halloran said that the Committee is interested in adding a chapter to the Master Plan.  
Master Plan Public Hearing

John Vorfeld opened the hearing by thanking the Master Plan Steering Committee for their hard work and commitment.  
Jo Anne gave a brief overview of the chapters being discussed and the changes included.

Chapter 1 Vision Statement 

The Board discussed changing references to the “College” to “University”.  Deb Sawyer and Jo Anne said they would find out how Franklin Pierce College would like to address this issue and make changes accordingly.  
Dick Isakson made a motion to approve the Vision Statement with the changes discussed.  Art Fiorelli 2nd.  Motion carried unanimously.
Chapter 2 Land Use

Jo Anne pointed out that there was a place holder at the beginning of the chapter for the Existing Land Use chapter, which has not yes been included.
Tim Halliday expressed concern over the length of the Master Plan, feeling that people would be less likely to read a long document.  He asked if more conclusions could be shown without all the research included.
Jo Anne said that she had considered that fact, and wanted to create a booklet with the Master Plan condensed into a few pages as a companion to the entire Master Plan.  
Selectman Patricia Lang Barry asked if there was an intention to add School information into the Master Plan.  Jo Anne said that the Population and Housing chapter touched on schools.  

Keith Halloran said that schools were already represented locally and regionally and he could not see how the Planning Board could impact schools.  Private schools however, are enterprises and can be acknowledged.  
There was discussion of how private schools contribute economically and by conserving land in the town.

Jo Anne said that a chapter on “The Importance of Educational Institutions in Rindge” should eventually be a chapter in the Master Plan.  

Les Cypret said that he was concerned that the Economic Development Chapter prior to the completion of the Land Use Chapter.  He expressed concern about conflicts between the two chapters and how the chapters would be integrated.  
John Vorfeld said that having the Master Plan updates completed and then having the Economic Development Committee to develop implementation policies based on the Master Plan is the way to do it.  
Mr. Cypret expressed concern about commercial development and developing a tax base to support the town.  
Art Fiorelli said that there are many places throughout the town with potential for economic development, and new mixed use zones will expand development possibilities.
It was pointed out that Zoning changes or new Ordinances have not been proposed yet.  
Jed Brummer said that the Zoning Committee will put fourth changes as close to the Land Use and Vision Statement as possible.  
Dick Isakson made a motion to approve the “Land Use Chapter” pending additions Jed Brummer 2nd motion carried unanimously.
Jed Brummer commended the Master Plan Steering Committee and Jo Anne their hard work.
Chapter 3 Natural Resources

Due to the importance of Agriculture in the Town of Rindge there was a question as to whether Agriculture should be part of the Natural Resources Chapter or a chapter on its own.  Following a lengthy discussion, it was decided to keep Agriculture as a section in the Natural Resources Chapter.  Dick Isakson made a motion that Keith Halloran and the Agricultural Committee write the Agriculture section.  Art Fiorelli 2nd motion carried No-Keith Halloran.  
Jo Anne reviewed the Natural Resources Chapter.

Keith Halloran made a motion to accept Chapter 3.  Jed Brummer 2nd motion carried unanimously.

Chapter 4 Population and Housing
Jo Anne described the census calculation which showed trends not true numbers.  
There was discussion disputing the census numbers John Vorfeld said that the only thing that can be determined from these figures is trends.  Jo Anne said that she did not feel that it changed the nature of the document or the recommendations.  
Discussion was tabled until the next Master Plan Hearing on November 21st, 2006
The Board decided to table review of Chapters 4 and 5.

John Vorfeld made a motion to move into Executive Session, Jed Brummer 2nd the motion carried unanimously.
Meeting Adjourned 10:30 pm

NEXT MEETING 

November 6, 2006

Respectfully submitted, 

Robyn Payson
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