Meeting Minutes September 18, 2012, CE, BG, KM, PS, RO, HW, KS, MH, SH


PLANNING BOARD

RINDGE, NEW HAMPSHIRE 
September 18, 2012
DATE:  September 18, 2012
   TYPE: Planning Board Meeting 
APPROVED:  October 2, 2012
TIME: 7:00 pm –9:15 pm 
CALL TO ORDER: 7:00 pm 

ROLL CALL MEMBERS:  Chairman Kirk Stenersen, Phil Simeone, Hank Whitney, Vice Chairperson Kim McCummings
ROLL CALL ALTERNATES:   Charlie Eicher, Burt Goodrich
EX OFFICIO: Roberta Oeser
PLANNING DIRECTOR: Matt Henry
PLANNING SECRETARY:  Susan Hoyland
APPOINTMENT OF ALTERNATES:  
OTHERS PRESENT:  Paul Grasewicz, Richard Kohlmorgen
CALL TO ORDER:

Chairman Kirk Stenersen called the meeting to order at 7:00pm. Charlie Eicher was seated for Mike Quinlan and Burt Goodrich was seated for Dave Tower. 
ANNOUNCEMENTS
There were no announcements
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
1) September 4, 2012

Motion: Roberta Oeser moved to “approve the meeting minutes of September 4, 2012”.  Phil Simeone seconded the motion. Burt Goodrich abstained.   Vote: 5-0-1
NEW BUSINESS
CONSIDERATION of an application for Earth Removal/Excavation, submitted by GRAZ Engineering on behalf of Richard and Janet Kohlmorgen.  To remove approximately 13,500 cubic yards of material at Map 11 Lot 1-1 located at 220 Woodbound Road.
Matt Henry said that this was a straight forward application, that the applicant had supplied all the information as required and therefore, Matt Henry made a recommendation that the application be accepted as complete.  
Chairman Stenersen asked the Board if there were any questions in regard to the completeness of the application and advised the Board that the applicant had received a variance from the ZBA on the 29th of August, 2012 to allow excavation where it is not a permitted use.  

Motion: Roberta Oeser moved to “accept the application as complete”  Phil Simeone seconded the motion.    Vote: 6-0-0

Chairman Stenersen opened the Public Hearing.

Paul Grasewicz of GRAZ Engineering made a presentation to the Board of the details of the proposed excavation. 
Chairman Stenersen asked the Board for questions.

Charlie Eicher asked what limitations would be set on truckloads per day.  Matt Henry replied that he had made a recommendation of 20 per day and that the applicant had requested 30 per day.  Matt Henry said that he had spoken to some of the abutters and their main concern was regarding truck noise related to downshifting of dump trucks.  Matt Henry stated that the reasoning behind his recommendation for 20 trucks/day was based on the theory that this would mean only two trucks per hour. Charlie Eicher asked if this was two trips per hour or two trucks.  Matt Henry replied that it would be four disturbances per hour.  
Matt Henry read a letter from an abutter concerned about noise.  It read:

_________________________________________________________________________________

From: Ellen Smith 
Sent: Wednesday, September 12, 2012 4:35 PM
To: Matt Henry
Subject: NOISE!!

Matt Henry

Planning Director

Rindge Town Office
30 Payson Hill Rd.
Rindge, NH 03461

 

Matt,

 

It has come to my attention after a discussion with a neighbor that additional excavation is being proposed on Woodbound Road in Rindge. As a  Rindge resident for over 20 years and home owner in this neighborhood for the past two, I have noticed a constant line of Van Dyke and other dump trucks on Woodbound and South Woodbound Rd. I thought after the first 6 months it would stop but it hasn't and now I have heard that Mr. Kolmorgan is also looking to excavate materials from his property so it sounds like this is going to continue for some time. While Mr. Van Dyke and Mr. Kolmorgan, I believe, have the right to use their property as they would like, there should be some consideration for the neighbors during what seems to be an ongoing period. The traffic is bad but the worst part is the trucks downshifting to slow down instead of using their brakes. Being on the corner of the road, this seems to happen many times per hour. They start up again and do the same thing before turning on to 202. After a recent trip through Berlin NH, I saw a sign requiring trucks to use their brakes instead of downshifting within city limits. I am not proposing a new law or rule but believe it would be common courtesy of Mr. Van Dyke and Mr Kolmorgan to require of any trucks entering or exiting their property to use their brakes instead of downshifting. For Mr. Kolmorgan, he lives here, so he hears it too, for Mr. Van Dyke I think he would agree with the request as being the right thing to do. A few extra brake pads go a long way to the quality before, during and after construction or excavation.

 

Seems like a minor detail but I can assure you everyone in the neighborhood would appreciate this approach. Thank you in advance for your time and consideration.

 

Regards,

 

Ken Smith 

South Woodbound Rd.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 Matt Henry advised the Board that they cannot regulate how someone drives and did not recommend this as a condition due to the difficulty in enforcing it.  Phil Simeone asked Mr. Kohlmorgen if he would be willing to ask the truck drivers if they would consider using their brakes rather than downshifting.  Mr. Kohlmorgen agreed to do this

Roberta Oeser said that one of her concerns was that Woodbound Road is densely populated and she was concerned for the safety of the school children on that road.  She questioned whether trucks could be asked not to operate during times that school buses would be picking up or dropping off children.  Matt Henry advised the Board that they could further limit hours of operation beyond what was stated in the plan.
Burt Goodrich asked if the pits were being closed after this excavation.  Paul Grasewicz replied that there are other areas on this site, siting one close to the road that may be considered in the future.  As for these two sites, they will be closed and reclaimed after this excavation.  
Matt Henry called the Board’s attention to an abandoned excavation site.  He said it is located to the eastern portion and appears that it is starting to reclaim naturally.  It is basically a sand pit that is being used by dirt bikers for recreational purposes.  The Conservation Commission had asked if the Planning Board could require that the landowner reclaim this pit.  Matt Henry said that according to Local Government Center legal hotline, unless this pit is somehow related to the others, (i.e. abutting or adjacent) or if the new applicant was somehow connected to the old applicant (which we have no knowledge of) then the Board cannot ask that the abandoned pit be reclaimed.  Roberta Oeser asked if the pit is spent.  Paul Grasewicz said that it’s his best guess that it is.  Phil Simeone asked if “as a courtesy” it can be leveled.   Some discussion followed.
Chairman Stenersen asked about proposed cut depths as compared to test pits.  Mr. Grasewicz said he does have a requirement on the excavation plans that additional testing will be done in order to see the bottom grade.  He referred the Board to #8 on page three of the plans.  

Chairman Stenersen asked for a letter from the approving abutter.  Matt Henry said this would be a condition of approval.  

Hank Whitney asked if the property would be staked.  Paul Grasewicz agreed that staking would be a good idea.  Hank Whitney said that the plan was a good plan, but asked who was going to manage it.  Hank Whitney said it would be important to stake the top and the toe to show the limits of work..  

Chairman Stenersen closed the Public Hearing.

Matt Henry reviewed the recommended conditions:
Recommendation:  

1) Excavation is limited to the scope outlined in the Earth Excavation Plans presented to the Planning Board on September 18, 2012.  Documented correspondence among the applicant, town staff, and the Planning Board shall be considered a component of the Earth Excavation Plans unless otherwise modified in these conditions.

2) Any conditions placed on other permitting agencies shall be included as a component of this approval.

3) Due to the fact that Woodbound Road is located within the Res-Agr Zone and there are residences residing along the road, the excavator shall be limited to no more than 20 loads per day.  

4) No additional tree cutting is permitted along the northerly portion adjacent to the isolated wetland located at Excavation area #1 and silt fencing shall be placed along the bank.  This is intended to reduce the amount of sediment running into the wetland.

5) All silt fencing and hay bales shall be kept in satisfactory condition and remain in place until the excavation is completed.  

6) Prior to issuing the permit, the applicant shall provide written documentation from the approving abutter (south of Excavation Area 1) verifying they indeed approve of the project as presented. 

7) Prior to issuing the excavation permit, the applicant shall submit to the satisfaction of the Planning Director, a surety (bond or irrevocable letter of credit) in an amount sufficient to cover the costs to reclaim Excavation Area #1, #2.  The surety shall be an amount necessary to cover the costs of reclamation (Machinery, Labor, & material).  The amount of said bond shall be determined via an evaluation by a certified engineer of the Town’s choosing.  Costs of the evaluation shall be borne by the applicant.  The town may review the amount of the bond on an annual basis and make adjustments necessary to ensure that it adequately covers the costs of reclamation. 

8) The permit shall expire September 18, 2014.  Renewal of the said permit requires a new application.
Following further discussion, the Planning Board set the following conditions:

1) Excavation is limited to the scope outlined in the Earth Excavation Plans presented to the Planning Board on September 18, 2012.  Documented correspondence among the applicant, town staff, and the Planning Board shall be considered a component of the Earth Excavation Plans unless otherwise modified in these conditions.

2) Any conditions placed on other permitting agencies shall be included as a component of this approval.

3) Due to the fact that Woodbound Road is located within the Res-Agr Zone and there are residences residing along the road, the excavator shall be limited to no more than 30 loads per day.  

4) No additional tree cutting is permitted along the northerly portion adjacent to the isolated wetland located at Excavation area #1 and silt fencing shall be placed along the bank.  This is intended to reduce the amount of sediment running into the wetland.

5) All silt fencing and hay bales shall be kept in satisfactory condition and remain in place until the excavation is completed.  

6) Prior to issuing the permit, the applicant shall provide written documentation from the approving abutter (south of Excavation Area 1) verifying they indeed approve of the project as presented. 

7) Prior to issuing the excavation permit, the applicant shall submit to the satisfaction of the Planning Director, a surety (bond or irrevocable letter of credit) in an amount sufficient to cover the costs to reclaim Excavation Area #1, #2.  The surety shall be an amount necessary to cover the costs of reclamation (Machinery, Labor, & material).  The amount of said bond shall be determined via an evaluation by a certified engineer of the Town’s choosing.  Costs of the evaluation shall be borne by the applicant.  The town may review the amount of the bond on an annual basis and make adjustments necessary to ensure that it adequately covers the costs of reclamation. 

8) The permit shall expire September 18, 2014.  Renewal of the said permit requires a new application. 

9) Throughout the excavation, the applicant is bound by any restrictions imposed by the Board of Selectmen, or their designee, regarding the use of all roadways.  Lack of observance of these restrictions is cause for the permit to be revoked.

10) Prior to issuing the permit, the applicant shall set stakes indicating all limits of the excavation site.  This is intended to assist both the applicant and municipal officials in monitoring compliance of the excavation.

11) Prior to issuing the permit, a statement shall be added to note #4 on page 3 of 4 stating that throughout the excavation the paved access (driveway) to Woodbound Road shall be swept clear of all debris.

MOTION:  Roberta Oeser moved to “approve the Excavation Application with eleven (11) conditions.  Kim McCummings seconded the motion.  Kim McCummings abstained.

Vote:  6-0-1
OLD BUSINESS:

Update:  Home Business:  Task:  To make it less of a burden to open a Home-based business while respecting the rights of abutting residences.  Thresholds should be clearly articulated in the Zoning Ordinance.  

The Board engaged in a discussion of By Right use and began to narrow down the parameters that would be part of this Ordinance.

Kim McCummings would like the board to encourage Rindge residents to come to meetings to take part in these discussions.  

Review of Budget:  
Matt Henry informed the board that the ESRI maintenance contract lapsed in 2008.  To catch it up (to allow for technical support) would be more costly than to buy new software.  The spatial analyst has expired, corruption of files is an issue, and no tech support is a concern.  Matt said there were three options to consider:

1.  Pay up since 2008 at a rate of $1000 per year

2. Buy a new system ($3,800/yr)
3. Try to find someone unaffiliated with ESRI who may be able to support the system.

Roberta Oeser made the suggestion that Matt Henry go to Plan Link to see if someone is out there who might be able to assist.  Further discussion of the budget ensued.

Chairman Stenersen asked for any further questions on the budget.  

MOTION:  Roberta Oeser moved to “accept the Budget as proposed”.  Kim McCummings seconded the motion.  

Vote:  7-0-0

PLANNING DIRECTOR REPORT
1)  Subcommittee Meeting Times and Updates
2)  Updates: 


 Randolph Burt Final Approval


Hawk Associates presentation October 2, 2012


Robbi Woodburn – Landscaping estimate

3)  Workshop and Meeting times and dates

4) Bonds:  Michaels Drive

5) Upcoming Meetings/Review status


October 2, 2012, Minor SPR Religious Place of Assembly




     Minor SPR Hampshire Country School




     Driveway Regulations


October 16, 2012 




      Form/Fee Revisions


ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned at 9:15 pm.

NEXT MEETING 

October 2, 2012
Respectfully submitted, 

Susan Hoyland
Planning Secretary
1
Meeting Minutes September 18, 2012, KM, PS, RO, HW, KS, CE, BG, MH, SH


