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PLANNING BOARD 

RINDGE, NEW HAMPSHIRE  

September 20, 2011 

 

DATE:  September 20, 2011 TYPE: Planning Board Work Meeting APPROVED:  10/4/11 

TIME: 7:00 pm –8:15pm CHAIR: Kirk Stenersen 

CALL TO ORDER: 7:00 pm  

ROLL CALL MEMBERS: Kirk Stenersen, Kim McCummings, Hank Whitney, Dave Tower 

(arrived 7:50 pm), Tim Halliday,  

ROLL CALL ALTERNATES: None present 

EX OFFICIO: None 
ACTING PLANNING DIRECTOR: Robyn Payson 

APPOINTMENT OF ALTERNATES: None appointed 

 

Announcements 

Robyn made the following announcements: 

 

• Wal-Mart anticipates coming in for the second meeting in October or the first meeting in 

November for Site Plan Review.   

• There will be a workshop on Invasive Plant Species on September 22
nd

 and a workshop on 

attracting wildlife to your yard on November 16
th

.  

• The Plan NH Charrette is confirmed for January 26 and 27 of 2012.   

 

Honey Farms 

Vice President of Operations, Vernon Johnson and Executive Vice President David Murdock of 

Honey Farms came to the Planning Board to introduce themselves.  They are in the process of 

purchasing the “Rindge Country Convenience Store”.  Robyn said she had heard a rumor Honey 

Farms intended to expand the hours of operation to 24 hours.  Currently the store is required to close 

at 11:00pm.  Robyn stated that if they wanted to expand their hours, they would need to come to the 

Planning Board for Site Plan Review to address issues with the Police Chief as well as the increase 

of the intensity of use.  Mr. Johnson said there was no intention to expand the hours at this time.  

There was also discussion about addressing options for improving the condition of the drive through.  

The Planning Board welcomed Honey Farms to Rindge and said they looked forward to working 

with them. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

Minutes 

August 2, 2011 Kim McCummings made a motion to approve the minutes with corrections.  Tim 

Halliday seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 

August 17, 2011 Kim McCummings made a motion to approve the minutes.  Hank Whitney 

seconded the motion.  The motion carried with Tim Halliday abstaining. 

September 8, 2011 Tim Halliday made a motion to approve the minutes.  Hank Whitney seconded 

the motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Public Hearing-Subdivision Regulations 



Meeting Minutes September 20, 2011 KS, KMC, HW, TH, DT, RP 

Meeting Minutes September 20, 2011 KS, KMC, HW, TH, DT, RP 2

No one from the public was present to speak in favor or against the revisions to the Subdivision 

Regulations. 

Hank Whitney made a motion to adopt the changes to the Subdivision Regulations-Dave Tower 

seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Map 6 Lot 49A-4-3 

John Woodcome 

Request for Letter of Recommendation 

Variance from Sign Ordinance 

John Woodcome is asking for a letter of support from the Planning Board to bring to his Board of 

Adjustment Hearing to obtain a variance for an off premises directory sign.  Following a brief 

discussion, Kim McCummings made a motion that a letter of support be sent from the Planning 

Board to the Board of Adjustment.  Hank Whitney seconded the motion.  The motion carried 

unanimously.   

 

Map 2 Lot 50 

Map 3 Lot 21 and 23 

Technical Subdivision 

Dr. Robert Weinberg  

Rita Barnett 

Robyn presented her Plan Review of the 2 acre Technical Subdivision.   

Approximately 2.74 acres will be deducted from Map 2 Lot 50 with approximately 2.10 acres being 

conveyed to Map 3 Lot 23 and approximately .442 acres and .193 (section of Brigham Rd) is being 

conveyed to Map 3 Lot 21 

Hank Whitney made a motion to accept the application as complete.  Kim McCummings seconded 

the motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 

Tim Halliday made a motion to approve the application.  Kim McCummings seconded the motion.  

The motion carried unanimously.   

 

Map 7 Lot 16-1-2 

Minor Site Plan 

West of the Border LLC 

Robyn presented her Plan Review for the Minor Site Plan: 

This is a new application for a Minor Site Plan Review in connection with the use of an existing 

3,126 square foot one-story building which was previously Sunrise Landscaping  It has been 

purchased by West of the Border LLC to be converted in to a convenience store. This constitutes a 

change in the intensity of use from a landscaping business and plant retail to a convenience store.  

 

Lot 16-1-2 contains 16.5 acres and is located in the Gateway East Zoning District and the proposed 

use is allowed in this District.  

 

At a previous meeting the Planning Board requested the applicant submit a depiction of the site 

showing the use and approximate lay out.  The Planning Board did not require a full-blown Site Plan 

at this time.  The applicant presented the depiction of the site and described the traffic flow and 

parking configuration. 

Kim McCummings made a motion to accept the application as complete.  Hank Whitney seconded 

the motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 
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Abutter Jared Reini asked if this location would be selling sandwiches and food like the location on 

Rte. 202.  Amahd said there would be no food like that sold at this location.  It is strictly a 

Convenience Store.   

 

Kim McCummings made a motion to approve the application with the following conditions: 

 

The owners of West of the Border will come back to the Planning Board for Site Plan review with a 

complete Site Plan if there is any: 

1. External Construction 

2. Additional intensity of use, which includes adding tenants that do not require external 

construction to the building 

 

WORK MEETING 

Economic Development 

Roger Hawk is coming to the Planning Board meeting of October 4
th 

 to review the report for the 

Economic Development Chapter of the Master Plan.  At that point, the Planning Board will schedule 

the Public Hearing. 

 

Dave Tower spoke about the difficulty of moving forward on the Action Plan with insufficient staff.  

He said the Planning Board needed to decide what they want to do as far as staffing and approach 

the Selectmen.  The Board needs to inform the BOS that we are in need of the funds that had been 

taken from the Planning Board Wages and Salaries budget.   

 

Subcommittees 

Zoning 

Will meet on the upcoming Friday 

 

Sign  

Working on Off Premises Signs 

Interior Illuminated Signs 

Real Estate Sign Color 

Security Lights –NOT in Sign Ordinance purview 

Sign Size 

 

Any other business that comes before the board 

Kirk related to the Board that he had a meeting with the Board of Selectmen regarding an ethics 

complaint submitted to the Board of Selectmen by Dave Duvernay.  The meeting was posted as a 

non-public session but at the request of Kirk was a public session.  After leaving the BOS meeting 

Kirk realized that the meeting was probably an illegal meeting, as it was not posted as a public 

session.   

 

Dave had spoken to Carlotta in regard to his concerns of ethics violations on Kirk’s part and they 

determined that a memo to the Board of Selectmen was the best course of action.  It took two 

requests by Kirk to obtain the complaint memo written by the Code Enforcement Officer from 

Carlotta prior to his meeting with the Board of Selectmen.  Following Kirk’s discussion with the 

BOS, he was completely exonerated.  Kirk expressed his frustration to the Selectmen because the 

misunderstanding could have been remedied with a simple phone call from Dave to Kirk, but this 

had not been attempted.   
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Kirk said that he believes Carlotta and Dave should have seen a phone call as a solution.  Carlotta 

brought up in the BOS meeting that she felt there is an unhealthy relationship between herself and 

Kirk, Robyn and Planning.  Kirk pointed out some of the actions and lack of actions by Carlota that 

have led to his mistrust.  There was no action on his complaints and he was advised by Carlotta that 

there is an official process that needs to be followed.  Kirk was looking for advice from the Planning 

Board on whether to pursue this official process and was advised to leave it be as nothing will 

change.  Kirk also expressed the need for the Planning Board to work together with the Selectmen’s 

office to continue to move economic development forward in a smart manner but feels like it is 

getting tougher and tougher to do that.  He pointed out that we need to do what is right for the Town 

and that is to keep moving forward. 

 

Meeting adjourned 9:30pm 

 

NEXT MEETING  

October 4, 2011 

Respectfully submitted,  

Robyn Payson 
 




