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PLANNING BOARD

RINDGE, NEW HAMPSHIRE 
March 15, 2016
DATE:  March 15, 2016
  TYPE: Public Meeting  
APPROVED:  April 5, 2016
TIME:  7:00   pm
CALL TO ORDER:    7:00 PM   
ROLL CALL MEMBERS:   Phil Simeone, Bruce Donati, Jason Paolino
ROLL CALL ALTERNATES: Holly Koski, Cheves Walling
ABSENT:  Charlie Eicher, Jonah Ketola, Sam Bouchie
EX OFFICIO: Dan Aho
PLANNING DIRECTOR (Interim):   absent
APPOINTMENT OF ALTERNATES:  Holly Koski for Jonah Ketola, Cheves Walling for Charlie Eicher
OTHERS PRESENT:   Jan Griska, Gillian L’Eplattenier, Alfred L’Eplattenier, Rick Griffith, Kelen Geiger, Elise Taylor
Pledge of Allegiance
Election of Officers-Re-appointment of Alternates 

MOTION:  Vice Chairman Bruce Donati nominated Phil Simeone for Chairman.  Jason Paolino seconded the motion.  Vote:  6-0-0
MOTION:  Holly Koski nominated Bruce Donati as Vice Chairman.  Jason Paolino seconded the motion. Vote:  6-0-0
Review of Rules of Procedure

Chairman Phil Simeone said he would like to table this discussion until the next meeting, that members review the Rules of Procedure and bring their notes to the next meeting.  This decision is due to the small attendance this evening.  Chairman Phil Simeone asked the Board if there were any objections and there were none.  
 Approval of Minutes

1. March 1, 2016

MOTION:  Vice Chairman Bruce Donati moved to approve the minutes of March 1, 2016.  Jason Paolino seconded the motion.  Vote:  5-0-1 (Cheves Walling abstained)
Planning Office Report

1.  Choose Planning Board Reviewers for PURD application

Chairman Phil Simeone asked for volunteers to review a new application that needs to be checked for completeness.  Chairman Phil Simeone volunteered to review with one other member.  Holly Koski and Cheves Walling asked to be present for that review.  Chairman Phil Simeone said he would like to include Jonah Ketola as well, if Jonah is willing to.  

Vice Chairman Bruce Donati said that he thinks the Board should consider having a third party review on this application.  He said he feels this application may be controversial and he thinks we owe it to the Town of Rindge residents to have this reviewed by a third party.

Chairman Phil Simeone said we will start with a completeness review and then discuss the consideration of a third party review.

Chairman Phil Simeone said he would ask Susan Hoyland to send out an email to Board members who are not in attendance this evening asking for volunteers.

Appointment of Alternates
 Chairman Phil Simeone said that he had received an email from Holly Koski asking to re-appointed as an alternate to the Planning Board.  
MOTION:  Vice Chairman Bruce Donati moved to appoint Holly Koski as an alternate to the Planning Board for a three year term.  Cheves Walling seconded the motion.  Vote:  6-0-0
Reports of Officers and Subcommittees
1. Continued Review of Site Plan Regulations: -Blasting

Chairman Phil Simeone said that he would like to remind subcommittees and groups to be sure to post the agendas to their meetings and also provide minutes of same.  

Chairman Phil Simeone said he would like to limit the continued review to one hour.  He read the first section to be reviewed as follows:
_____________________________________________________________________________
1.1 Seismic Monitoring

The geology of a given area dictates how blasting will affect groundwater wells and infrastructure.  US Geological Survey (USGS) data collected in the vicinity of Rindge indicate that the underlying bedrock formations are composed primarily of granite, schist, and other metapelites.   Given the high transmissivity of these types of rock, 400 feet was chosen as a reasonable distance of seismic influence from blasting areas. 

During all instances of blasting, the Contractor will monitor ground vibrations at the nearest structure or water well within 400 feet of the work. Seismograph equipment will be used to measure the peak particle velocity (“PPV”) of all blasts on a tri-axial basis (vertical, horizontal, and longitudinal directions). Seismic monitoring may be discontinued at any given location only if the blasting schedule and blasting performance consistently produce PPVs at the blast site that are lower than the maximum allowable limit. The Contractor will be responsible for PPV measurement in the presence of the Town Representative, at the Town Representative’s discretion.  

Refer to Saf-C 1625.04 Vibration Limits.  The PPV will be measured at any blasting location within 400 feet of water wells and potable springs. Additionally, testing of water wells within 400 feet of the construction workspace where granted, both before and after construction, for water quantity and quality parameters.
1. A Blasting Log Record will be completed immediately after each blast. The log should include all of the required information noted in Saf-C 1607.03 (Record Keeping), to include print-outs of vibration measurements.
2. Pre-blasting inspections must follow the requirements documented in Saf-C 1607.05 (Pre-Blast Inspection). Please note the distance requirement between an existing structure and the blasting site in Rindge is 400 feet.

3. The Blasting Contractor shall ensure all blasting meets best management practices, including conformance to the vibration limits set forth in Table 1625.1.  His record keeping shall indicate all instances where these vibration limits were exceeded.  At his discretion, the Blasting Inspector will verify conformance.

4. At the request of the Contractor or an abutting landowner, the Town will inspect structures and wells within 400 feet of the construction work area prior to blasting.  Post-blast inspections will be performed as warranted in order to evaluate any damage complaints associated with construction activities, including blasting.
______________________________________________________________________________________________
Dan Aho asked who from the Town would be inspecting structures as it states in #4. 
· Board members agreed to insert the word “AGENT” after the word “Town” in the first sentence of #4.  
Phil Simeone asked what Saf-C 1625.04 was. 
· Jan Griska said that these are the Regs that the State Police use in Blasting and this is what DES refers to. 
 Phil Simeone said that, even if we didn’t have this in here, these regulations would have to be followed because they are state regulations. 
·  Jan Griska said he is not sure that is true, but that the town has a right to have their own regulations.

Dan Aho asked where the 400 feet comes from in #4.
· Jan Griska said the problem he came up with is the geology in this area.  Jan Griska said no one knows how far the rocks extend.  So he and Jason Paolino chose 400 feet as a reasonable number. 
· Jason Paolino said they chose a higher end measurement as the transmissivity of hard rock, is greater than soft rock or sand.  
· Gillian L’Eplattenier said she is a bit hesitant on the 400 feet.  She said this is a granite state, hard rock and she does not think 400 feet is enough. 
Gillian L’Eplattenier asked the question :   What’s to say that this blasting does not disturb well water.
·   Jason Paolino said the Well Water Quality section will address these points.  Jason Paolino said this 400 feet is for Seismic Monitoring.  
  Alfred L’Eplattenier asked if this regulation would require the contractor to define the trench with line drilling.
· Dan Aho said he has done a lot of trenching with ledge and they don’t blast, they break it.  

Jason Paolino said that if there are items that his subcommittee has not addressed adequately, please make a note of it so that the subcommittee can revisit this and add those things.  At this point, they have not addressed line drilling.  
Holly Koski asked if Kirk Stenersen had provided the information they had requested at the last meeting about Tractor Supply.  Chairman Phil Simeone said he had that and read from the memo Kirk Stenersen had sent him:

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Some numbers for local sites:

1. Jaffrey – Rindge School Athletic Fields below Conant High School:  ~37,000 cubic yards of earth moved or hauled off and ~7.6 acres of disturbed area

2. Tractor Supply Plaza in Rindge:  ~38,000 cubic yards of earth moved or hauled off and ~6.0 acres of disturbed area

3. Triumph Interiors in Rindge:  ~1,000 cubic yards of earth to be moved and ~0.7 acres of disturbed area

Obviously the Athletic fields and Tractor Supply are the upper end and Triumph is the lower end.  Those are just a few numbers that I have from construction estimates that I have done over the years.

Chairman Phil Simone said that Planning Director Kirk Stenersen suggested the area of disturbance as a better method to use than cubic yards of earth moved.  Chairman Phil Simeone suggested tabling this discussion until Kirk Stenersen is in attendance to better explain his thinking on this.
The discussion moved to section 3.  Well Water Quality.  
________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Well Water Quality

Abutter owned water wells within 400 Ft. of any blasting area shall have water quality and recovery rate testing performed by the Contractor, at the discretion of the Town and Abutter.  Baseline testing shall be performed prior to the start of construction activities, and again immediately after construction is completed. Temporary water turbidity due to blasting may require additional testing over time, once the blasting has been completed, to ensure baseline levels return.

Testing of well water should include the following contaminants: metals, gases and chemical agents present in the area, metals, gases, and chemical agents that form the composition of explosives that were used to blast, and well water recovery rate.  Recovery rate testing may be performed via rising head test, or other methods as approved during site plan review.  Testing shall also include cursory video documentation of the structural integrity of the full length of the well via a down-hole camera. 

If well damage is sustained in the form of impaired water quality, recovery rate, or loss of structural integrity, the Contractor shall be responsible for compensation agreeable to the Contractor, the Town, and the Abutter.
In the unlikely event that structural damage occurs at a nearby structure as a result of construction activities, the owner will be compensated for damages or appropriate repairs will be made.
Dan Aho said testing of wells and recovery rates would be quite expensive and he is not sure how this will be done.
· Jason Paolino said this area is probably the biggest concern in town; the water supply in town.  
· Jan Griska said he believes that oversight by the Town Agent would be needed here.  
· Jason Paolino suggested changing the wording of the first sentence by adding “and in the presence of the Town Agent”:

“Abutter owned water wells within 400 Ft. of any blasting area shall have water quality and recovery rate testing performed by the Contractor, at the discretion of the Town and Abutter, and in the presence of the Town Agent.  “

Chairman Phil Simeone read the next section: 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Environmental Protection Requirements

Environmental pollution and damage is the presence of chemical, physical, or biological elements or agents which adversely affect human health or welfare; unfavorably alter ecological balances of importance to human life; affect other species of importance to humankind; or degrade the environment aesthetically, culturally and/or historically.
Environmental protection is the prevention/control of pollution and habitat disruption that may occur to the environment during construction. The control of environmental pollution and damage requires consideration of land, water, and air; biological and cultural resources; and includes management of visual aesthetics; noise; solid, chemical, gaseous, and liquid waste; radiant energy and radioactive material as well as other pollutants.

Contractor generated hazardous waste is defined as all materials that, if abandoned or disposed of, may meet the definition of a hazardous waste. These waste streams would typically consist of material brought on site by the Contractor to execute work, but are not fully consumed during the course of construction. Examples include, but are not limited to, excess paint thinners (i.e. methyl ethyl ketone, toluene etc.), waste thinners, excess paints, excess solvents, waste solvents, excess pesticides, and contaminated pesticide equipment rinse water.

Wetlands are defined as those areas that are inundated or saturated by surface or ground water at a frequency and duration sufficient to support, and that under normal circumstances do support, a prevalence of vegetation typically adapted for life in saturated soil conditions. Wetlands generally include swamps, marshes, and bogs.  In the instance where discrepancies over wetland boundaries exist, determination shall be made utilizing methodology presented in the US. Army Corps of Engineers Wetland Delineation Manual (Technical Report Y-87-1).
The Contractor shall minimize environmental pollution and damage that may occur as the result of construction operations. The environmental resources within the project boundaries and those affected outside the limits of permanent work must be protected during the entire duration of construction. Comply with all applicable environmental Federal, State, and local laws and regulations. Any delays resulting from failure to comply with environmental laws and regulations will be the Contractor's responsibility.

No requirement in this section will relieve the Contractor of any applicable Federal, State, and local environmental protection laws and regulations. During construction, the Contractor will be responsible for identifying, implementing, and submitting for approval any additional requirements to be included in the Environmental Protection Plan.  In addition to those set forth in other sections contained herein, the following specific environmental requirements shall be met.
Cheves Walling asked if this is not part of the Best Management Practices and why it is in here at this time. 
· Jason Paolino said they put this here so that the Town’s people could see what the planning department is expecting.  He said this document could probably be cut to two pages and then referred to other documents, but this is easier for the contractor to see precisely what is expected, without the need to carry around a stack of binders.   

Chairman Phil Simeone asked if the last paragraph of this section would hold up.
· Jan Griska said the feds have regulations but they are not good at making sure it happens.  Jan Griska said, we the town will have to live with whatever mess is left behind, so we want to be sure these things are followed. 
· Jason Paolino said everything here is standard industry practice.  He said we are not asking for anything outrageous.
Rick Griffith asked what the pipe is made from in the potential Kinder Morgan project.  He said, whether it is lead, or bromine, or something else, there are findings that this will leach out into our water supplies. 
Jan Griska said that, in the potential Kinder Morgan project, they want to take ¾ of a million gallons of water out of Converse Meadow to test their pipe, and then dump it back into Converse Meadows after filtering it through hay bales.  Jan Griska said this will not be allowed in Rindge.
  Al L’Eplattenier asked if this pipeline would be going through swamps, and would there be dredging involved.  If so, are we going to ask that the trench be defined there. 
· Jason Paolino said there are water control items later on in the document.   Jason Paolino said we are not here to target any particular project in Town.  The Kinder Morgan potential project merely made the Town of Rindge aware that it needed regulations for any and all large construction projects.  Jason Paolino said we are asking that Best Management practices be followed. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Chairman Phil Simeone read the next section to be discussed:

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
a. Environmental Protection Plan

Prior to mobilizing anywhere within the Town, The Contractor shall submit an Environmental Protection Plan as part of site plan review. The purpose of the Environmental Protection Plan is to present a comprehensive overview of known or potential environmental issues which the Contractor must address during construction. Issues of concern must be defined within the Environmental Protection Plan as outlined in this section. Address each topic at a level of detail commensurate with the environmental issue and required construction task(s). Topics or issues which are not identified in this section, but are considered necessary, must be identified and discussed after those items formally identified in this section. Prior to submittal of the Environmental Protection Plan, meet with the Town Agent for the purpose of discussing the implementation of the initial Environmental Protection Plan; possible subsequent additions and revisions to the plan including any reporting requirements; and methods for administration of the Contractor's Environmental Plans. The Environmental Protection Plan must be current and maintained onsite by the Contractor.
The environmental protection plan shall include at a minimum the following, as appropriate for the project:

a. Name(s) of person(s) within the Contractor's organization who is (are) responsible for ensuring adherence to the Environmental Protection Plan.
b. Name(s) and qualifications of person(s) responsible for manifesting hazardous waste to be removed from the site, if applicable.
c. Name(s) and qualifications of person(s) responsible for training the Contractor's environmental protection personnel.
d. Description of the Contractor's environmental protection personnel training program.
e. An erosion and sediment control plan which identifies the type and location of the erosion and sediment controls to be provided. The plan shall include monitoring and reporting requirements to assure that the control measures are in compliance with the erosion and sediment control plan, Federal, State, and local laws and regulations.
f. Drawings showing locations of proposed temporary excavations or embankments for haul roads, material storage areas, structures, sanitary facilities, and stockpiles of excess or spoil materials, including methods to control runoff and to contain materials on the site.
g. Traffic control measures to reduce erosion of temporary roadbeds by construction traffic, especially during wet weather. Plan shall include measures to minimize the amount of mud transported onto paved public roads by vehicles or runoff.
h. Work area plan showing the proposed activity in each portion of the area and identifying the areas of limited use or nonuse. Plan should include measures for marking the limits of use areas including methods for protection of features to be preserved within authorized work areas.
Chairman Phil Simeone said he would like to stop here and discuss the above:

Dan Aho said he would like to speak to “g”; that every night, streets should be swept clean.  Jan Griska said in large projects, often times, equipment is moved from one site to another.  Is there a practical way to clean truck tires, etc. before moving to another site?

· Dan Aho said typically, they have a wash area and rip rap clean area.  Jason Paolino said this is addressed later in this document.  

Holly Koski asked about a, b and c.  Would this also list contact information. 
· Jason Paolino and Jan Griska said, yes, this has been addressed.  

Bruce Donati suggested a change to page seven by adding the words, “The contractor shall”.
· Board members agreed to make this change.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

a. Environmental Protection Plan

Prior to mobilizing anywhere within the Town, The Contractor shall submit an Environmental Protection Plan as part of site plan review. The purpose of the Environmental Protection Plan is to present a comprehensive overview of known or potential environmental issues which the Contractor must address during construction. Issues of concern must be defined within the Environmental Protection Plan as outlined in this section. Address each topic at a level of detail commensurate with the environmental issue and required construction task(s). Topics or issues which are not identified in this section, but are considered necessary, must be identified and discussed after those items formally identified in this section. Prior to submittal of the Environmental Protection Plan, THE CONTRACTOR SHALL  meet with the Town Agent for the purpose of discussing the implementation of the initial Environmental Protection Plan; possible subsequent additions and revisions to the plan including any reporting requirements; and methods for administration of the Contractor's Environmental Plans. The Environmental Protection Plan must be current and maintained onsite by the Contractor.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Chairman Phil Simeone said he would like to continue this discussion at a future meeting.
Announcement:  

Chairman Phil Simeone said that the Rindge Conservation Commission is sponsoring a Water Testing Seminar March 26th from 10:00AM to 12:00PM at Rindge Community Center to discuss what would be needed for water testing.  This event is informational only and no actual water testing will be done.  A later event is planned to collect water samples.

Dan Aho said this is his last official meeting as far as being the Ex Officio goes.  The Board thanked Dan Aho for his service to this Board.  
Adjourned at 8:14 PM
Respectfully submitted, 

Susan Hoyland
Planning Secretary
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