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       03/22/11 

      
Zoning Board of Adjustment      
Public Hearing Minutes         
February 22, 2011 
 
Regular members present: Vice Chairman, David Drouin, Marcia Breckenridge, William Thomas 
and Marcia Breckenridge 
 
Alternate members present: Joseph Hill, Richard Sirvint, and Charlie Eicher. 
 
David Drouin opened the Public Hearing at 7:00 pm with the Pledge of Allegiance.  The members 
and alternates introduced themselves and their status. 
 
Recusals: None 
 
Notices of public hearings were posted as follows:  Town office, Post Office, Transfer Station and 
Newspaper. 
 
Public Hearings 
 

Case #1024 Paul Cartier 50-52 Scotts Lane Rindge, NH Map 7, Lot 80-7 for a Special Exception 

of the Accessory Dwelling Unit Ordinance to allow for an in-law, studio style apt. in basement. 

 

Mr. Cartier was present and addressed the board regarding his application.  Mr. Cartier had met 

with Fire Chief Rickard Donovan to discuss all interior work, framing, wiring, “safety factors” 

etc.  Chief Donovan recommended going to the Planning Board who in turn recommended the 

ZBA.  The application is completed in its entirety and Mr. Cartier asked members of the Board if 

they had any specific questions for him. 

 

Sirvint asked if there was somebody in mind to occupy the space, to which Mr. Cartier answered 

the residence would be occupied by family.  The family will utilize parking for one car, adequate 

parking space was discussed 

 

Details of the construction were discussed at length.  There appeared to be some 

misunderstanding on the part of the Code Enforcement Officer and Board Members regarding 

the egress window.  The Code Enforcement Officer understood that an egress door would be 

installed, not an egress window.   The egress window was approved by Chief Donovan.   

Concerns about drainage were brought up, to which Mr. Cartier answered that the surrounding 

land is graded gradually with plenty of drainage that goes around the home, and down and away 

from the home.  Mr. Cartier mentioned they have never had moisture problems since building the 

home. 
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After discussions some members of the Board were not clear whether this special exception 

application would apply as the first bullet in the Accessory Dwelling Unit Ordinance states the 

following: ADUs shall be secondary and accessory to a single family dwelling unit.  This home 

is admittedly a duplex; it was built as a duplex, so it is not considered a single family home.  

Drouin questioned whether a variance is needed.  It was decided that both David DuVernay as 

well as the Board would like some input from the Planning Board before moving forward.  It is 

clear the Board is struggling with some of the language in the ADU Ordinance.  Next steps were 

discussed, postpone vs. continue.  David DuVernay will speak with the Planning Board to get 

their thoughts. 

 

Breckenridge asked the applicant if they wished to withdraw their application at this time, Mr. 

Cartier declined. 

 

Hill motioned to continue this case until the March 22
nd

 2011 hearing, Eicher seconded, all in 

favor, unanimous vote. 

 
Other Business 
Hill motioned to approve minutes of 12/6/10 meeting, seconded by Breckenridge, all in favor, 
Unanimous vote. 
 
Breckenridge motioned to approve changes to “Variance Decision Tree”, seconded by Thomas, all 
in favor, Unanimous vote. 
 
Reviewers for March 22, 2011 meeting will be William Thomas and Joseph Hill.  The deadline for 
applications for the March 22, 2011 meeting will be Tuesday March 1st at 4:30pm. 
 
Thomas motioned to adjourn, Hill seconded, all in favor.  Meeting adjourned at 8:00 pm. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Carol Olesen, Clerk 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
     


