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Public Hearing Minutes








April 26, 2011
Regular members present: Vice Chairman, David Drouin, Phil Stenersen and, William Thomas 

Alternate members present: Joseph Hill and, Richard Sirvint.

David Drouin opened the Public Hearing at 7:00 pm with the Pledge of Allegiance.  The members and alternates introduced themselves and their status.

Recusals: Phil Stenersen will be recusing himself from case #1026
Notices of public hearings were posted as follows:  Town office, Post Office, Transfer Station and Newspaper.

Public Hearings

Case #1025 Robert and Deborah Farley 3 Brook Rd. Ashburnham, MA 01432, physical address of property, US Rte. 202 Cheshire Market Place Map 6, Lot 14 for a Variance of the Rindge Sign Ordinance Article V, Section Q to allow installation of an internally illuminated sign.

Sitting on this case will be Dave Drouin, Joseph Hill, Bill Thomas, Phil Stenersen, and Rick Sirvint.

Mr. and Mrs. Farley were present and stated that they feel the sign complies with all their other signs in the plaza.  

Drouin asked if they had either a picture or plot plan of the sign to which the Code Enforcement Officer promptly produced.  The sign is up and in place, but is not being used at the current time.  There was a letter from the planning board provided by D. DuVernay in support of this application.

After brief discussions, Hill motioned to move to deliberations, Thomas seconded with a 5-0 unanimous vote.  

After deliberations Thomas motioned to grant the Special Exception, Hill seconded.  The Special Exception is granted with a 5-0 unanimous vote as all criteria have been met.
Case #1026 Kenton and Sandra Stenersen 109 Shaw Hill Rd. Rindge, NH 03461 for a Special Exception of the Accessory Dwelling Unit Ordinance Article 1, Section 13 for the addition of an ADU to the existing home.

Sitting on this case will be Dave Drouin, Bill Thomas, Rick Sirvint, and Joe Hill.

Before starting discussions Drouin informed the applicant that there would not be a full board tonight for this case and gave the applicant the opportunity to either postpone, or move forward with hearing the case tonight.  He explained that in the case of a tie vote, that this does not mean his application is denied or approved, it simply means the case will have to be continued and heard with a full board.  The applicant responded he would like to move forward with hearing the case tonight.
Kirk Stenersen presented for Kenton Stenersen.  Mr. Stenersen explained the plot plan, referencing the photo’s each member received with the application.  He mentioned there is ample parking as there is a circular driveway,  There is ample sewage, and the existing septic system is sufficient for 4 bedrooms, and by adding the ADU, this will create a 4th bedroom.

Sirvint asked if the second means of egress could be an interior door.  David DuVernay answered yes, there simply needs to be two exits in the event of a fire.  After hearing from Kirk Stenersen, the board had the opportunity to ask questions.

Hill motioned to move to deliberations, Thomas seconded with a 4-0 unanimous vote.

After deliberations Thomas moved to grant the Variance, seconded by Sirvint.  Variance granted with a 4-0 unanimous vote as all 5 criteria have been met.

Other Business

Request for Refund from Calvin Reini – Case # 1022.  Mr. Reini has emailed Janet Goodrich, Chairman requesting a refund of his application fee for the Variance Application filed in October 2010.  This case was heard and continued to a date to be determined within 12 months.  Since this hearing, the Planning Board has changed the criteria for this Variance, so the application is no longer needed.  
The Board had a lengthy discussion about whether to refund the entire application fee, or partial fee.  The Board felt that the case was heard at the October hearing, that costs were incurred towards this case and that a partial refund would be appropriate.  

Hill motioned to refund $50 of application fee; Stenersen feels they should increase the amount to $75.  Stenersen moves to amend the motion and Hill seconded.  There was a 5-0 vote to refund $75.00 of the application fee, to be applied to a conditional use permit fee. 

Rules of Procedure:  2-2 votes – Stenersen moved to postpone the ROP discussion, Thomas seconded with a 5-0 unanimous vote.  This discussion will be deferred until the next regularly scheduled meeting.

Election of Officers – Members felt more comfortable waiting to vote when a full board would be present.  Hill motioned to continue the Chairman and Vice Chairman until the next regularly scheduled meeting, Thomas seconded there was a 5-0 unanimous vote.
Hill motioned to approve the minutes from the March 22, 2011 meeting as submitted, seconded by Stenersen.  Minutes approved with a 5-0 unanimous vote.

Other Business

Stenersen questioned if the Board actually needed 11 copies of a case.  He is thinking of conservation, and if all 11 copies are not being used why do we request 11?  Drouin mentioned that when there is a full board of 5 members and potentially 5 alternates all 11 copies are needed.  Currently there are 5 regular board members, 3 alternates, one copy for the Code Enforcement Officer and one for the Clerk which equals out to 10 copies.  Stenersen was satisfied with this.

Reviewers for the May 24, 2011 meeting will be Thomas and Sirvint.  Deadline for applications for the hearing will be Tuesday May 3rd at 4:30PM.

Hill motioned to adjourn, Thomas seconded, all in favor.  Meeting adjourned at 8:00 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Carol Olesen, Clerk
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Chairman
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Vice Chairman
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