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RINDGE CONSERVATION COMMISSION

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 2014 MEETING

Attendance:  David Drouin, Bill Preston, Richard Mellor and Phil Simoneau.  Fred Rogers was excused.
Guests:  Kelen Geiger and Larry Cleveland

Call To Order:  7:04 p.m.  No Quorum until Phil arrived at 7:55 p.m.  

The conservation commission made a correction to the agenda by replacing Item #8 with “Town of Rindge 2002 Watershed Management Plan”  The planning board had contacted Dave and requested a copy of it, which they have received.  Richard was on that Joint Commission made up of the planning board and conservation commission.  The 2002 Rindge Watershed Management Plan was adopted.  It is enforceable, it has guidelines and mapping included.  Richard said it is a pertinent document that needs updating, but not tonight.  Public water supplies have standards and regulations to meet; private wells are unregulated.  Dartmouth did a one year report on medical consequences and the New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services is doing the testing (should be out by Dec. 1st). Water testing for the Town of Rindge is voluntary.  David said, “It is $15.00 to test for arsenic and $85.00 for full range testing.”  “Arsenic doesn’t make you sick, but it will kill you.”  A filter system doesn’t treat arsenic.  A softener to take care of the iron.  The commission feels there should be a mandate to monitor natural resources in the town.  They agreed the town should know where the arsenic is.  Everyone agreed there should be initiative to hold a public meeting for public awareness and to help facilitate a group with a goal to get 30 water samples out to get a composite idea of what the hazard is in Rindge.  State maps exist.  What are the potential problems and solutions.  Perhaps we could have a two hour presentation at the Recreation Center.

On October 26th the ribbon-cutting ceremony was held at the Contoocook Marsh footbridge.  Nicole took pictures.  The parking area still needs some attention.  Also, horses went over the footbridge and caused some damage to the hinges.  The hinges are designed for 600 lbs.  The footbridge is not a horse crossing or for heavy traffic.  We do have signs now.

Richard discussed a national online recreational Turtle Program with regard to Rails to Trails.  For $29.99 per year you can post your trail on their website.  Richard received the go ahead from Bill and David to pursue and add the three trails to this national online website.  The kiosk displays are complete.  Richard is looking for more help with getting information to fill the kiosks. 
Kiosk rules were discussed.  No horses on the bridges.  No wheeled motorized vehicles on the bridges.  No unauthorized trimming or pruning.   David will contact Dwayne regarding the gates.
Discussion of what to add to the kiosk by the Pollinator Habitat area was discussed.  A mention of putting some information about the family memorial/history on the kiosk regarding Roger Burt and Roger’s Landing.  The SCC Conservation Grant application was reviewed and filed by the clerk.  The pollinator habitat areas are experimental to diversify the approaches and these ideas will be transferred to the State.  Placement or tilling of the area, the plan is to use plugs, but first they will get rid of the brush.  Only part of the meadow will be pollinator habitat plantings.  Larry Harris typically mows over the trails in late October.  An agricultural burn was discussed.  Postings on the Pollinator Habitat will go on the kiosks.  The rules for the area are no snowmobiles and a gate at the entrance.

NH Association of Conservation Commissions Annual Meeting:  Richard set up a display of the Contoocook Conservation Complex and attended a workshop on regulations, training and education and on easements and acquiring lands.   Bill went to a workshop on encouraging youth to get involved with trail building.  This was put on by the Appalacian Mountain Club.  The AMC can do training sessions; a week-long program for high school students.  A workshop on how to successfully engage students was put on by a Kingston Conservation Commission member and local high school teacher.  A powerpoint presentation is available.  Francie VonMertens had a workshop on Invasive Plants that Bill attended, as well as planning your trail.   Richard attended the workshop that NH Fish and Game, Non-Game Dept. put on about engaging students and bringing the connection to the school.  They will come to the schools to train students, to train them as observers and to do field studies.  So then 5th graders trained can then mentor 1st graders.  Richard felt the Contoocook Complex would be an ideal site.  He also attended the ARM Funding Program workshop, which is a mitigation fund and he explained how it works.  Phil went to a solar energy workshop and a foresting wood workshop.  Phil also attended the Vernal Pools workshop and one on sustainable energy.   

Finances:  The October Usage report was reviewed.  Postage spend $1.92.   The trails grant program received payment and partial reimbursement was deposited into the conservation commission fund for what was expended.

New Business:   An Intent to Cut was received for Hunt Hill Road.  The conservation commission reviewed the document and no action needed to be taken.  The commission discussed earlier timber projects briefly.

Further discussion was held on the letter from the Townsend, MA Conservation Commission regarding the pipeline.  The town of Townsend opposed the pipeline unanimously.  Richard declared we need a municipal statement.  Larry Cleveland stated we need more information too.  Various questions were raised.  David said the Board of Selectmen will have to be approached to hold a town public information meeting.

Phil said a planning board meeting is scheduled for November 18th.  The Three Daughters project is under construction.

Bill walked the Town Forest and Tetreault completing the yearly monitoring.  Bill walked with a man from Fitzwilliam who did the GPS.  The Tetreault Gate is fixed, however the other gate is damaged and there is a good sized log there.

Other Business:

Dave and Bill discussed a new form for the agenda and a format was given to the clerk to follow.

The conservation commission signed and submitted a requisition for Monadnock Conservancy to be paid for legal services on the Weinberg Easement property.   The grant application copy was also filed.

Bill made a motion to approve the minutes of October 23, 2014, seconded by David.  Unanimouss.  Richard abstained.  Motion carried.

The next meeting will be on December 8, 2014 and is the only conservation commission meeting scheduled for December as planned.

Bill made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:02 p.m., seconded by Phil.  Motion carried unanimously.

Minutes respectfully submitted, 
Nancy Perry

