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MINUTES 

RINDGE CONSERVATION COMMISSION

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 23, 2014

Attendance:  David Drouin, Phil Simeone, Bill Preston and Richard Mellor.
Fred Rogers and Anne Thomas were excused.

Call to Order:  David called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.

A correction was made on the agenda for October 23rd, as copies were dated Oct. 13th.

Requisitions were signed and submitted to Ellen.

Last meeting follow ups:

Discussion was held on the operating budget as to what account they want to charge certain items to.  David will follow up with a discussion with Ellen Smith, C.P.A.

Discussion held on a letter from Ellen regarding the upcoming Certificate of Deposit, what work is still planned to be done by the conservation commission, i.e. costs pertaining to the Weinberg easement, trail work to be done at Tetreault, etc.  Following consensus on an amount, Bill made a motion that when the CD comes due to have $25,000 taken out of the CD and put into the Rindge Conservation Commission’s checking account.  David added: “reducing the principal by $25,000 and the motion was seconded by Phil.  Motion carried unanimously.

Cutting on Cathedral Road and Route 119 is going on.  A new Intent to Cut was received for property at Bancroft Road, Tax Map 8, Lot 37.  A 5 acre parcel with intent to cut 30,000 sq. ft. of white pine, 50 tons of chips and 8-10 cords of wood.  

R.A.M.S. Race Success!  The race was held at 2:00 p.m. on Oct. 19th, starting at County Road.  On Saturday morning 3 obstacles were set and a tent placed by the kiosk.  Two tiki hurdles, a 12’ long string across trail and a 2’x12’ board on edge with tires to pull toward the racers.  Flags were placed so runners would have to think which way to go.  The turn by the camping area was taped off, so no one made a wrong turn.  Runners had to carry a water bucket while crossing 4’ x 6’ boards and the carry the water buckets back.  When it came down to the wire there was another string crawl, and a 5’ high wall made from a picnic table turned on its side.  The fastest race time was 11 minutes and the slowest race time was between 14 and 15 minutes.  There were 14 runners total.  They had both individual and team scores.  It was an enthusiastic event that youth enjoyed.  Some runners asked if the race could be held twice a year.  The commission hopes that the race will be even better attended next year.  Bright florescent t-shirts were given to each racer paid for by sponsors.  The runners ran at 4 minute intervals.

County Road Parking Lot:  Richard gave a progress report for the pullout area of the parking lot and this work should be completed shortly.

David said the Community Group meeting went well.  One thing they did was to highlight a project for an event.  Richard highlighted two projects.  Discussion about having a community calendar was held and the PTO and church are interested in that.

Kiosk displays:  Richard presented to the commission for review the colorful aerial photos/maps/information sheets to be displayed inside the kiosks.  Revisions were suggested on how it should read.  Example:  This complex consisting of 4 parcels.  They added the Johnson Wildlife Sanctuary.  A motion was made by Dave to name the Route 202 area “the Route 202 Greenway” seconded by Bill.  Motion carried unanimously.  The maps are impressive!  The camera will be relocated to observe activities in the trail area.

Upcoming is the 69th Cheshire County Annual meeting, which will be held at the Windy Hill Farm in Walpole.  Tom Russells will be the guest speaker, and the CCCD plans to assess local needs.  This is an RSVP event.

Phil brought up the new business going in next to Pelkey’s Fireworks, a new tire store doing brakes and oil changes.  Change in Use was discussed, as a sign permit was issued.  This will have to come to the planning board for change of use.  Concerns over protections for the watershed, which is Lord Brook and the lake.  David will send a letter out.  Phil did not know who owns the business and it may be rented out.

Richard brought up the topic of Rules for the kiosks.  Do we have hunting out there?  We have to put rules on.  Example:  No motorized vehicles.  The commission will take this up at next meeting on Monday, November 10th.

Minutes of October 13, 2014, were reviewed.  Phil made a motion to accept the minutes of October 13, 2014, seconded by Bill.  Motion carried unanimously.

Upcoming:  Ribbon-cutting ceremony on October 26th.  Phil will be excused due to a family event.

Adjournment:  David adjourned the meeting at 8:40 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Nancy Perry, Clerk





