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Minutes for Meeting on
January 28, 2016

Meeting Convened at 7:00 p.m. at the Rindge Town Office
[bookmark: _GoBack]Conservation Commission members present: David Drouin, Al Lefebvre, Bill Preston, Richard Mellor, Phil Simeone, Fred Rogers and Jan Griska


OLD BUSINESS:
· Pipeline Update
· KM/TGP mitigation meeting of January 11, 2016.  Commission members offered comments on the meeting with Kinder-Morgan (KM) on January 11 concerning mitigation.  
· KM is looking for a list of potential projects or a plan.  
· The issue with KM will be primarily on the areas to be mitigated and is totally underestimating costs.  
· Mitigation is a plan and not just dollars.  
· Not in favor of providing KM with a list but the Commission needs to plan without revealing information or data.  
· It was learned in Brookline that there is no real deadline and the Commission really doesn’t need to provide a plan or projects until FERC or NH DES requests which will probably not until later this year.  
· The Commission needs to shop around in town for projects for example, years ago there was a project to replace culverts identified on a town map for an application for ARM funds. Perhaps, we could request that KM do the research and pay on it and then come back to the Commission.  
· By KM responding to such a request KM could take it and claim it’s mitigation and run with it. 
· By suggesting such a research project to KM are we not giving them our approval to do the project as part of mitigation?
· Maryann Harper indicated that residents do not want KM to do any research in town because they will then claim they have permission go on private property which would create problems for owners who may be affected by pipeline.  If you invite them into town, they’ll be all over the town.
· Jim Shuel doesn’t think Rick Van de Pol should talk with KM at all because we would be sharing our data but Drouin reminded him that Rick had been told to only discuss the technique he used and to share no data.
· Harper wanted confirmation on how to move forward and may want to rescind access to their property access for Rick Van de Pol if information or projects were going to be shared with KM.  She also did not like the comparison made of the KM project to Home Depot mitigation.  Drouin indicted that the Home Depot project was comparable because the process required mitigation although it surely was not comparable in size and because it’s the only one we have we have for comparison with regards to the mitigation process.   Drouin pointed out that the sticking point is the size of the wetlands impact size identified by KM and what the town identifies.  The Commission will wait until DES and SEC requires a mitigation plan.  The Commission needs to approve the size of the wetlands impact and the associated cost of that impact.
· Rindge Pipeline Awareness 
· Maryann Harper showed PowerPoint presentation that showed the destructive nature of a pipeline once KM contractors get into town; they’ll do anything.  
· Richard Mellor had a problem with PowerPoint presentation because it showed scenes that the Commission has already seen and already knew about.
· Drouin also countered that the Commission is just discussing what plan can be developed.  Any mitigation that Commission proposes will be provided to DES only after KM receives approval for the pipeline.  The Commission wants to be able to debate mitigation if the pipeline is approved.  
· Maryann believes KM’s goal is do anything it wants and she thinks the best tactic is not to do anything with or for KM.  
· Drouin reiterated that the Commission only wants to have a plan in place if the pipeline is approved.  
· Lisa Wylie asked how transparent does the Commission’s document have to be for the town.  Drouin indicated that when the application is submitted to DES and after FERC approves it will be public.  
· The Commission cannot share information on your land that we have without your permission.  
· Dale Smith thinks the RCC needs to be able to develop alternate plans should FERC approve the pipeline.  
· Drouin indicated that even if there is no net gain, Rick Van de Pol’s work will demonstrate there is a greater impact.  
· Betty Anders asked what is the RCC’s plan to communicate with KM?  Commissioners indicated that there is no plan right now but if KM submits a plan with 4.66 acres then the Commission will disagree.  The Commission does not plan to give KM a list of project at all.  
· Joe Desruisseau asked if the mitigation fund comes into play if their water becomes contaminated due to the construction blasting.  Jim Shuel and Jan Fandaka said that KM doesn’t care with home owners’ issues once the pipe is in.
· Maryann Harper thought the Commission was moving toward giving KM a list but Lefebvre said we were clear that the Commission is not providing KM with a project list.  Drouin indicated that the RCC’ s charge is to protect the resources and we are not prepared in any way to give KM a mitigation or project list.  The Commission’s plan, as stated, is to be prepared to develop a list but not give to KM.
· Carleen Eicher asked what is the likelihood of DES accepting RCC’s acres of impact vs KM’s; response, slim to none.
· Fitzwilliam Pipeline meeting, Jan 23 – Jan 
· Flanagan and McConnell were present and explained proposed House legislation being considered; one is to prevent ratepayers from having to pay for the pipeline and another for who was responsible for eminent domain.  HB 1660 requires that if KM took land, it must take it all.  Many people in different towns still not aware of the pipeline.
· NH DES Brookline Mitigation Meeting – Jan & Richard.  Laurie Summer brought up was the requirement for wetlands mitigation and mitigation for conservation land.  Laurie wasn’t sure of the requirement and would get back at a later date.  She concurred with Rick Van de Pol’s impact method of calculation for wetlands.
· Drouin asked how the Commission should reply to KM so it cannot say we did not reply to their thirty day request.  Bill Preston and Richard Mellor were asked to draft a letter to indicate that the Commission does not have a plan now, that the RCC doesn’t accept its deadline, doesn’t accept their wetland impact, and intends to pursue a plan which will be submitted at the DES deadline. 
· Lisa Wylie from Camp Wildwood displayed application forms for the annual camp scholarship for a Rindge resident of ages 9-14.  Drouin recommended that Wildwood contact RMS, JRMS and Conant to get word out. He also indicated it would be helpful to talk with counselors to discuss summer projects earlier than in the past.  Lisa indicated that the best that could be done was mid-June.
· Water Testing.  Mellor indicated he needed to meet with the DES water testing person.  He expects that we would need to put on a presentation to residents but needs to decide how it will be conducted and what we would be testing for; the State is pushing for arsenic.  Can we get a break on a price from EAI in Keene or the Water Store?  The State might provide a better price. Can we get a rate for tests based on the number of people who order tests?  Mellor suggested a March presentation with an April event date for collection; need to consider summer residents.  The testing will be strictly for water.
· Vernal Pool and Salamander Crossing Brigade training – Jan Griska.  The staff at Harris Center is pleased with interest shown so far (13-14 people now) for training on April 30th.  Will the RCC be listed as a co-sponsor of it?  We would like to have our name in the posting of the training.
· Aquatic Resource Management funds – discussed during earlier items.
· Vision Statement – nothing to report.

NEW BUSINESS:
· Natural Resources Survey - Bill – nothing to report
· Draft Site Plan Regulations – Jan explained that the regulations will be an addition to existing regulations and follow NH regulations.  It’s early in the process.  The regulations do not need to go before the town or BOS.  It was suggested that it may be good if the regulations were shared with RCC before approval by the Planning Board.
· Eagle Project at Converse Meadows – John Stanway, Troop 308
· John explained his project and how he arrived at it.  He projects to rebuild five old, rotted platforms with pressure treated wood in an area closer to the start of the trail.  Mellor explained that the old platforms were put where they’re currently located because the Commission wanted them in a remote area.  The Commission wants remote camp sites to prevent haphazard use.  The consensus of RCC was to walk the area with John and identify a better site or another project.  John will be in touch with Drouin to set-up date on a Saturday in February.
· Bill Preston reported that a turtle crossing sign has been stolen from Robbins Road.
· 2016 Projects
· Trail work at Converse and Tetreault and possible trail markings at Tetreault

Motion was made by Phil Simeone and seconded by Bill Preston to go out of Public session and to go into Non-public.  Commissioners were polled and all approved.

SITE VISITS:  None.

CORRESPONDENCE:

OFFICIAL NOTICES:  None.

FINANCIAL REPORTS:  None
	
MINUTES:  Minutes for January 11 meeting will be reviewed at February 8 meeting.

Lefebvre motioned to adjourn and was seconded by Mellor.  All Commissioners approved.

Meeting adjourned at 10:00 pm.

NEXT MEETING:  February 8, 2016
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