

	

	
CONSERVATION COMMISSION
30 PAYSON HILL ROAD, PO BOX 163
RINDGE, NH  03461
Tel. (603) 899-5181      Fax (603) 899-2101    TDD  1-800-735-2964



Minutes for Meeting on
February 8, 2016

Meeting Convened at 7:10 p.m. at the Rindge Town Office
Conservation Commission members present: David Drouin, Al Lefebvre, Bill Preston, Richard Mellor, Phil Simeone, Fred Rogers and Jan Griska


OLD BUSINESS:
· Pipeline Update
· The draft letter to Kinder-Morgan was reviewed, edited and finalized. Drouin will review the letter with the Board of Selectmen on Feb. 10 and afterwards the letter will be sent or emailed to KM as well as to the following agencies: FERC, NH DES, NH PUC, NH SEC.  .
· Mellor explained the contact he had received from a Rachel Marden who works a real estate agency that wanted the Bluepoint report for Converse Meadows.  When Richard pushed her for more information, she indicated she was working for Normandeau Associates of Concord which is working for Kinder-Morgan.  Initially, Ms. Marden would only say she was working for Normandeau Associates but later agreed that Normandeau was working with Kinder-Morgan. The Commission was not impressed by the unprofessional manner of trying to obtain information under the guise of working for another firm.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Griska explained that he had attended the meeting at Woodbound Inn earlier in the evening held by the law firm of Johnson & Johnson.  He explained that Nils Johnson Jr. was meeting with KM abutters to have them to sign-up with his firm which would work to obtain the “best” deal from KM for any easements or land purchases.  He explained that Nils Johnson is offering services for one-third of the difference in any funds received from negotiations with KM.
· Joe Desruisseau was present and wanted to know who on RCC was on Rindge’s Pipeline Task Force.  Bill Preston reported that he is RCC’s representative. Joe wanted to know who will be responsible if his water is affected by pipeline.  The Commission indicated that an affected property owner will have to handle his own claim against Kinder Morgan.  The Commission is going to recommend residents document their homes with pictures and water tests before and after pipeline construction.
· Water Testing – Mellor explained his contact with NH DES.  NH DES wants testing especially for arsenic.  Richard read the letter he sent to DES’ Pierce Rigrod, asking for testing possibilities and the response he received.  The RCC’s goal is to have a meeting with residents at Rindge Community Center to explain a testing process and how they can get their well tested.  Mellor recommended and the Commission agreed to try to schedule an informational meeting on a Saturday in March.  Drouin suggested two Saturday sessions in April: one for the distribution of packets and one for the collection of water samples which would then be forwarded to Concord.
· Zoning proposals – Jan Griska indicated the proposals are currently in Jason Paolino and Jane Pitt’s hands and has requested a response sooner than later.  He will contact Jane.
· Aquatic Resource Management funds – Richard – nothing to report	


NEW BUSINESS:
· Natural Resources Survey – Bill Preston relayed a conversation he had with Carolyn Garretson of the Jaffrey Conservation Commission about Jaffrey’s natural resources inventory completed in 2009.  Bill shared Jaffrey’s Natural Resources Inventory Summary report and how they’ve used the report at various town meetings to explain issues.  It was suggested that the RCC reach out to Jeff Littleton to obtain an idea of what an inventory for Rindge might cost.  Developing a report would then have to be put out for a RFP.  Carolyn also suggested working with the RCC on a joint project that would benefit both communities.  Bill will follow-up.
· Robert A. Weinberg Revocable Trust and Monadnock Conservancy and Conservation Commission Assent – Richard Mellor provided background information on the trust issues and passed an assent form that was signed by RCC members agreeing to the change in the trust.  Richard will obtain Jane Pitt’s signature for the town and then forward it to the law firm.
· Email account – Drouin reviewed the purpose of the email account that has been established for the Conservation Commission.  It was decided that the Clerk will be responsible for the account to review emails that come into it and forward emails to members as appropriate.  
· Drouin reported that he had walked near the Kohlmorgan property and saw that more excavating work had been done on it than had been approved during the site review last summer.  It was agreed the infraction should be reported to the Planning Director and the Code Enforcement Officer.  
· 2016 Projects
· Trail work at Converse and Tetreault - ongoing
· Camping platforms at Tetreault – Richard has been in contact with John Stanway about his Eagle Scout project and plans to meet with him along with other Commission members on Feb. 14 to review possible projects.  Possible projects include the bridge at Converse Meadows or platforms at Tetreault.
  
Phil Simeone motioned and Bill Preston seconded to go into Non-public session.  Commission members were polled and all agreed.

SITE VISITS:  None.

CORRESPONDENCE:

OFFICIAL NOTICES:  None.

FINANCIAL REPORTS: Budget Report as of Dec. 31, 2015 – not discussed.

APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES:  Bill Preston motioned and Phil Simeone seconded to approve the minutes of January 11, 2016; All Commissioners agreed with Fred Rogers abstaining. 
Phil Simeone motioned and Bill Preston seconded to accept the minutes of January 28, 2016.with corrections as noted.  All Commissioners agreed.  

NEXT MEETING:  February 25, 2016

Motion to adjourn; seconded by at 9:15pm
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