DRAFT

RINDGE CONSERVATION COMMISSION
Minutes
FEBRUARY 9, 2015 @ 7:00 p.m.
The meeting was called to order at 7:05
Present- David Drouin, Richard Mellor, Bill Preston, Phil Simone, Fred Rodgers, Al Lefebvre
Discussed the Regional Conservation Commission (RCC) meeting on February 6, 2015 in Milford: 
· A number of members from local Conservation Commission towns were present at the meeting including Milford, Amherst, Merrimack and Mason.  Some of the topics of discussion were the following:
· Kinder-Morgan/Tennessee Gas Pipeline concerns
· Quad State Coalition (NY, VT, NH, MA) to focus on pipeline issues
· Site Evaluation Commission
· Clean Water Act
· Effect of pipeline on current and future conservation easements 
· Next meeting of the RCC will be held on February 23rd  in Milford with two guest speakers (one on boring and legal issues).  David, Richard, Bill and Phil plan to attend (Al will attend KM Open House in Rindge).

OLD BUSINESS:
1. Natural Gas Pipeline Update – 
· Reviewed response to NH Association of Conservation Commissioners (NHACC).  Bill Preston will send letter to NHACC indication Rindge’s willingness to contribute to NHACC if they have a plan in place for dealing with the pipelines
2. Pearly Pond Update
· The Rindge Conservation Commission (RCC) members discussed possible mitigation plans for Pearly Pond

NEW BUSINESS:
1. Water Well Testing
· Town Water – 20g/min and 22 gal/min for each of the wells tested
· May want to have lockable caps
· Another well on Tarbell that could also be tested
· Propose using the NH State lab for testing at $85/test
· Suggest promote it to townspeople using Earth Day in April and committee agreed
· The RCC discussed working with the Rindge Planning Board Office to match aerial maps with town tax map and to relate it to pipeline concerns so we can accurately identify affected landowners.  The RCC voted and approved pursuing this further with the Planning Board.
2. Added to the agenda was Emily Hague of Monadnock Conservancy who was present to discuss forest management.  Among the items presented and discussed were the following:
· Assist landowners with forest management
· Reviewed invasive species of plants and insect problems
· Had maps of Rindge lands under conservancy
· Are owners getting fair market value of harvested timber?  Contact Town of Surrey to learn more of their experience.  May also want to contact Society for Protection of NH Forests
· Working on a pollinator project on Contoocook marsh area
· RCC’s main concern is with K-M/TGP pipeline and its effect on Conservancy lands.  Emily indicated that the Conservancy is watching the issue but the nature of the Conservancy is to oppose anything that would affect Conservancy type lands.  Prior deeds may allow pipeline type of utility rights of way.  There are 2 Rights-of-Way:  Public Utility and Pipeline.
· Meeting going to be held with KM and NH Land Trust Coalition to learn more f impact and Rindge’s lands that are affected.
· MC is not going to take stand on pipeline but will be opposed to crossing MC lands in Rindge.
· RCC explained concerns with pipeline and NHACC
· RCC has concerns with town’s conservation lands and the aquifer
· RCC requested quick review of ROWs as listed on the deeds and Emily said she would
3. Cheshire County woodstove purchase reimbursement plan was discussed 

SITE VISITS:

CORRESPONDENCE:
1. Correspondence from John Martin/ Camp Wildwood
· One 13 year has applied for Wildwood scholarship and is the first application but we will hold on this until closer to deadline in April
2. AECOM letter to Rindge Health Department concerning the Pipeline Route*
Discussed letter from AECOM; Planning Board is not going to respond to similar letter.  RCC agreed not respond as well since this is a private corporation request related to the pipeline and we do not provide that type of service to such companies as they have the resources to perform the tasks themselves..
3. AECOM legend maps of proposed Tennessee Gas Pipeline

OFFICIAL NOTICES:
1. Regional Meeting for Conservation Commissions - February 23rd – David will respond that 4 will attend

FINANCIAL REPORTS:
1. General Fund Expenditure Budget vs Actual
1. $26,712 current balance.  Liabilities is $5,300 in tree replacement
2. Current Use income $12, 910


APPROVAL OF PRIOR MEETING MINUTES: Minutes from Jan. 12th and 22nd
*revised
	While draft minutes were provided for January 22nd meeting, the RCC lacked those for the January 12th.  Richard made a motion to postpone acceptance of January 22nd until receipt of the January 12th.  Seconded and approved.

Other items discussed briefly:
· Fred Rodgers reported that FPU is holding a meeting concerning the pipeline with pros and cons being presented.  Fred will let the RCC know when the discussion will take place
· Richard – Miller River study and its flow into MA and down to Quabbin Reservoir.
· Richard – surplus land; 

NEXT MEETING: Thursday, February 26, 2015

