

	

	
CONSERVATION COMMISSION
30 PAYSON HILL ROAD, PO BOX 163
RINDGE, NH  03461
Tel. (603) 899-5181      Fax (603) 899-2101    TDD  1-800-735-2964



Minutes for Meeting on
February 25, 2016

Meeting Convened at 7:00 p.m. at the Rindge Town Office
Conservation Commission members present: David Drouin, Al Lefebvre, Bill Preston, Richard Mellor, Phil Simeone and Jan Griska


OLD BUSINESS:
· Pipeline Update
· SEC request for comments for Certificates of Site & Facility.  The Commission reviewed the email from the SEC but it was not clear as to what was being asked.  David encouraged anyone on the Commission to comment to the SEC if they so desired.
· Mitigation plans – nothing to discuss, items passed.
· Rick Van de Pol’s proposal to join with other towns.  The issue was whether to join with Fitzwilliam to hire a lawyer in filing a joint motion to have the NH SEC hire a third party to review KM’s plan with the SEC.  Rick’s suggestion was to have each town pay half the cost of the filing.  The lawyer is currently doing work with Fitzwilliam.  The Commission thought it would be a good use of funds and would save Rindge from paying a lawyer separately. Richard Mellor motioned for the Commission to agree to pay half the cost of the lawyer up to $500. Jan Griska seconded the motion and all members present voted in favor.  Mellor will contact Rick Van de Pol about the vote with the reminder that Rick should not change the work that he is currently doing for Rindge.
· The Commission discussed the email that David received from Maryann Harper concerning landowners affected by NED. The email outlined a survey for landowners to complete.  David reviewed the survey and the Commission agreed that it should complete the survey.  David said he would complete the survey and he suggested to Richard to have the Monadnock Conservancy also complete the survey since it too is a landowner.

· Water testing presentation on March 26. Richard Mellor reported that he has booked the Recreation Center for the morning (starting at 8:00 am) of March 26 for a DES presentation on water testing; DES is working to confirm its speakers.  They will talk about the water testing process and about corrective actions.  They will have testing pricing available along with the types of testing available.  Private tester information will be available at later time.  Richard will contact the Ledger for a notice to appear before the event.  Al Lefebvre will put a notice on RCC web site with a start time of 9:00 am.  The Commission might have multiple testing dates.  The Commission may have to help people do their testing and Richard will contact Catherine Konig to have students help with testing. Jan will prepare a poster to be displayed on Election Day.  The Commission will do testing at the Town Office, Converse Meadows, the Highway Department, the Recreation Center and the Fire/Police well.  The Commission will also talk with the principal at RMS about possible testing.
· Zoning proposals – Jan Griska said he, along with Jason Paolino, will present his proposed blasting regulations to the Planning Board at its meeting on March 1. 
· Aquatic Resource Management funds – Richard - remove
· Eagle Scout project – Joh Stanway John indicated that he would be available on Sat., Feb 27 at 10:00 to look at a project.  Richard and Bill said they could attend (Jan also).
· Planning Board Vision Subcommittee – Al reported that the subcommittee completed its assigned work on Chapters 1 and 2 of the Master Plan.  They decided to ask the Planning Board if it wanted the subcommittee to work on the subsequent chapters as it was not clear if these were going to be part of the eventual Master Plan.  The proposal that Al developed will be put on hold until the Planning Board makes a decision on how it wishes to proceed with the Master Plan’s development.
· Natural Resources Survey – Bill Preston said there was nothing new to report. Richard said he would contact Jeff Littleton to obtain an estimate for the online work and to start soon.
· Conservation Commission emails – Al reported that there had been no emails received other than one from the FERC about an intervenor.
· Kohlmorgan gravel removal.  David reported that he had contacted David Duverny about gravel removal that had taken place at the Kohlmorgan site that was against the understanding the Commission had last fall. Phil Simeone went to the site and took pictures with Kirk Stenerson.  David Duvernay sent a cease and desist order to Bob Van Dyke who said he misunderstood directions he had received.  Van Dyke agreed to stop the excavation and the issue would be addressed in the spring. The Commission will need to know how much gravel was removed.


NEW BUSINESS:
· Invitation to Environmental Seminars from UNH – Jan provided a chart of programs to be offered at through UNH Cooperative Extension on April 9, 2016.
· Terms of Office – Conservation Commission.  Al Lefebvre reported what he had found after reviewing term-of-office papers in the Town Clerk’s office.
· Building/Demolition Permit application – Jeanne Riley, 178 Woodbound Rd, Map 46, Lot 41.  Demolition permits are not a Commission issue and thus was not discussed.
· Richard reported that the Commission received a check from the NH Charitable Foundation for $385.18 for the Sandback Wilderness.
· 2016 Projects.  Trails at Converse need to be cleaned up and marked as well as mark them at Tetreault.  Possible replace bridge.  The Commission approved spending up to $50 to buy red clover for Contoocock Marsh.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Bill Preston made a motion to enter Non-public Session and was seconded by Phil Simeone. All of the members were polled and all approved.

SITE VISITS:  None.

CORRESPONDENCE: This item was taken up under Correspondence as it was submitted late and was not on the Commission’s agenda.  DES Wetlands minor and major permit app for Woodmere Association.  Map 46 Lot 11.  RCC decided not to sign the permit.   Al will go to the DES website and upload the Commission’s July site report along with a statement to DES about the Commission’s concerns.


OFFICIAL NOTICES:  None.

FINANCIAL REPORTS: Budget Report as of Dec. 31, 2015, Jan. 31, 2015.  David Drouin reviewed expenditures to date from the Operating budget. David also reviewed Conservation Fund account and Land Use Change tax revenues.

APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES: Phil Simeone motioned to accept the minutes of February 8 and was seconded by Jan Griska.  Minor changes were suggested and the minutes were approved with changes. 

Meeting adjourned at 9:05 pm.

NEXT MEETING:  March 14, 2016
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