

	

	
CONSERVATION COMMISSION
30 PAYSON HILL ROAD, PO BOX 163
RINDGE, NH  03461
Tel. (603) 899-5181      Fax (603) 899-2101    TDD  1-800-735-2964



Minutes for Meeting on
March 14, 2016

Meeting Convened at 7:03 p.m. at the Town Office
Conservation Commission members present: David Drouin, Al Lefebvre, Bill Preston, Richard Mellor, Phil Simeone, Jan Griska, Fred Rogers


OLD BUSINESS:
· Pipeline Update
· SEC request for comments for Certificates of Site & Facility – Not discussed
· Mitigation planned – Not discussed
· NED NH 401 WQC Permit Application – The multi-page Tennessee Gas Pipeline 401 WQC application document was distributed to Commissioners for review (after having been previously sent via email).  Jan Griska recommended posting Conservation property with a “No Surveying” type poster.  It was suggested that the signs be laminated and placed on stakes (to be purchased).  Phil Simeone motioned to spend up to $50 for stakes; Lefebvre seconded the motion and all Commissioners approved the motion.
· Letter to Lucas Meyer returned – Drouin explained that the letter sent to Lucas Meyer had been returned for a bad address even though it was the address Mr. Meyer listed on his emails.  Drouin emailed to Lucas with concerns about the bad address and Meyer responded with a new address.  David and Al resent the letter to Lucas, Ms. Ingram and Nixon Peabody lawyer for KM via U>S> postal certified/return receipt mail.
· Attorney McCarthy’s SEC letters – Richard Mellor explained that he talked with Rick Van de Pol who indicated that Kinder-Morgan has sent a letter to NH SEC opposing having a 3rd party review that had been requested by Arthur B. Cunningham, the Conservation Commission’s joint lawyer with Fitzwilliam and Pelham.  Mr. Cunningham had previously sent a letter to the NH SEC requesting that they appoint Rick Van de Pol as a third party consultant to, among other things, assess the threat of the project to its waters; to advise regarding the impacts of the project; to review and monitor New Hampshire and federal permitting processes that involve enforcement of the Clean Water Act.
· Jan Griska mentioned that he found information from Pamela Hunt concerning the Ringed Boghaunter that is listed as endangered in NH.  The Ringed Boghaunter is a rare dragonfly that may be in pipeline’s path.  Jan is gathering more information.
· Mention was made that EverSource in its filing with the PUC for a natural gas contract redacted information from its report.  The Public Advocate on the PUC has questioned the redactions. 
· Water Testing presentation, March 26 – Richard Mellor explained the DES staff who were coming and read the newspaper notice he planned to use. Lefebvre will assist Richard with placing the notice in the newspaper.  Notice of the water testing has already been placed on the Town web site and flyers have been posted at the Town Office, the Library and Post Office; it will also be placed on other bulletin boards in town. A form will be created for resident to sign-up for testing at the meeting on March 26.  Sample returns will need to take place during a weekday shortly after distribution of sample containers.  The Commission needs to determine how much to contribute for a test.   If many residents show interest, we may need to hold a second collection date. Kelen Geiger suggested recording the DES presentation and putting it on U-tube. The Commission needs to find someone to assist with a recording and Fred Rogers will see if anyone from Franklin Pierce can assist. 
· Zoning proposals – Jan reported good progress on the zoning proposal which will be discussed at Planning Board meeting tomorrow night (March 15).  The proposal will be treated as a regulation rather than ordinance.
· Aquatic Resource Management funds – Richard nothing new- remove from agenda.
· Wetlands Program Permit Application for Woodmere Assoc., Map 46, Lot 11.  David explained that the Commission had received a letter from NH DES asking if the Commission wanted to intervene in this case.  David and Al composed a letter to intervene and sent it along with the Site Evaluation Report of July 2015 via email to DES with a request to confirm receipt.  DES confirmed receipt of the email.  Kelen Geiger explained the Woodmere’s Declaration that people who are in the Association to pay amenity fees; she was directed to bring the matter to the Board of Selectmen.
· Eagle Scout project for John Stanway.  Richard, Bill and Jan met John who indicated he would work on the bridge in Converse Meadows.  It is expected that he will bring his plan before the Commission at a future date.
· Planning Board Vision Subcommittee – Al.  The Planning Board will hold a public meeting on the first two chapters of the Master Plan on April 5th.  The Planning Board also agreed to have the Vision subcommittee work on the remaining chapters of the Master Plan.  The Commission mentioned that the national wetlands inventory will be updated and could be added to the Master Plan when it becomes available.  Maps are also available from the Granit system.  
· Natural Resources Survey – Bill – nothing to report.  Richard is hoping to meet with Jeff Littleton this week to obtain a quote.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Acoustic survey.  Fred Rogers told him that Jacques Veilleux mentioned that Scott Reynolds will be available to meet with the Commission to discuss conducting the acoustic survey.   Fred was given two dates for a meeting:  March 24 and April 11.

NEW BUSINESS:
· Eco Systems Invoice was shared with the Commission and signed
· NH Bobcat hunt.  Bill Preston circulated a draft letter to NH legislature opposing the bobcat hunt.  The Commission suggested a few additions/changes and will bring to next meeting for signature.
· 2016 Projects – nothing new

Phil Simeone motioned to leave the public session and to go into a Non-Public session per RSA 91-A:3 – Real Estate. Bill Preston seconded the motion. The Commission members were polled and all approved.


SITE VISITS:  None.

CONSERVATION COMMISSION EMAILS – None

CORRESPONDENCE: None

OFFICIAL NOTICES:  None.

FINANCIAL REPORTS: Reviewed budget as of February 29, 2016 and still under budget.

APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES:  February 25, 2016; Bill Preston motioned, and Phil Simeone seconded to approve the minutes with changes mentioned.  All Commissioners approved with one abstention.

NEXT MEETING:  March 24, 2016
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