
Town of Rindge, New Hampshire 
Conservation Commission
MEETING MINUTES
March 26, 2015

Commissioners Present: David Drouin, Richard Mellor, Phil Simeone, Bill Preston, Al Lefebvre, Fred Rogers
Nine residents in attendance:  Rick Griffith, Brenda Lashua, Larry Cleveland, John O’Day, June Sailor-O’Day, Roniele Hamilton, Kellen Geiger, Jim Qualey, Jan A. Griska
Meeting convene at 7:03pm

Old Business:

· Clerk Position 

· Discussed position’s responsibilities; Lefebvre indicated willingness to perform clerk’s position; Conservation Commission voted Lefebvre to the position (5-0, 1 abstention).
· Training and assistance will be provided by Ellen & Sue in the Town Office.

· Pipeline Update 

· Monadnock Conservancy letter to update the Conservation Commission on its position on pipe; although it will not take a stand on the pipeline, the Conservancy will protect and maintain its easements.

· Discussion of KM presentation of March 25 at Rindge Memorial School. 
· Issues with crossing of wetlands.  
· Many concerns by RCC and residents in attendance concerning water crossing as well as path and size of the pipeline as well as fumes from compressor stations 
· Bill Preston reported that NHACC is offering a program on basics of wetland mitigation on April 23, 6:00 - 8:30 pm in Nashua ($25 registration fee); Richard Mellor and Bill Preston indicated willingness to attend. 

· Motion was made by Richard Mellor that RCC funds be used to pay the $25 registration fee.  Motion seconded by Phil Simeone.  Motion passed (6-0).
· Fred Rogers reported that Franklin Pierce University is attempting to organize a series of events on pipeline issues in concert with the Marlin Fitzwater Center for Communication.  It is currently organizing and recruiting expert speakers for four presentations students and the public.  In addition they are planning an initial broadcast with the pipeline pilgrims to discuss why they’re doing the pilgrimage (possible date April 8 or 9).  The other topics and dates currently planned are as follows:

· April 20 or 21; April 27 or 28; May 18 or 26; June 23 or 26
· Some of the topics include:  eminent domain and land values; pipeline impacts on ground water and the environment; fracking and climate change; energy policy related to the whole regulatory process and apparatus.  
· FPU is looking for names and experts in each of the subject areas.  The presentations are primarily information and not for advocacy on either side of an issue.  
· Well Testing

· No new information.  
· Drouin explained proposed project to attendees.  
· Importance to having testing before pipeline if pipeline does go through. 

· Program will encourage residents to have testing.
New Business:

· Wetlands Survey
· Town has old natural resource survey of resources.  
· Richard Mellor explained about previous survey of 5000 acres in 1989 by Rick Van der Poll Survey which developed a standard for wetland resources and a good baseline for future planning.  
· Richard has approached Rick Van der Poll to return and update Rindge’s survey especially with regard to possible pipeline incursion.  Expected cost would be $3000.  Rick Van der Poll indicated he may be willing to do it but would not be able to do full 5000 acres.
· Motion by Mellor to make up to $3000 available from the Conservation Fund for the survey.  Motion seconded by Bill Preston.   After discussion, vote 6-0 in favor of conducting the survey.
· Drouin asked audience for anyone who might want to be an Alternate or to help with projects.

· Mellor explained about visit to Boy Scout Troop 308 with Al Lefebvre to obtain their assistance in burning brush pile.  Richard will set date and let rest of RCC know.
· Election of officers:  motion made by Mellor to keep current slate of officers; seconded by Simeone.  Vote 4-0 (2 abstentions)
· A citizen brought forward concerns regarding surplus Town property inventory and Conservation Commission input on the issue.  A brief discussion followed and it will be discussed further at next meeting.
Correspondence

· Wildlife Action Plan in Keene May 5, 1:00 – 3:30 at Keene Rec dept.

· Drouin received email message from Recreation Director requesting RCC to pay for four new tires and alignment for the four-wheel ATV; RCC paid one quarter of cost of original purchase.  Cost is $400+.  Lefebvre motioned that $100 be paid to Rec Dept. by RCC because it only paid for ¼ of purchase and has only used the vehicle twice.  Motion seconded by Simeone and passed 6-0.
· Comprehensive trail service company flyer. 
· Postcard from Kevin Martin on big trees in the state.  

· Conservancy Monthly Rept.
Financial Report:


Budget is $3702 with wages.  So far $238 expended.
Approval of Previous Minutes:

March 9, 2015 - postponed
Next Meeting: April 13, 2015

Meeting adjourned at 9:10 pm.


