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DRAFT Minutes for Meeting on
April 11, 2016


Meeting Convened at 7:03 p.m. at the Town Office
Conservation Commission members present: David Drouin, Al Lefebvre, Bill Preston, Richard Mellor, Phil Simeone, Jan Griska, Fred Rogers

OLD BUSINESS:
· Acoustic Survey – Fred.  
· Drouin explained the Conservation Commission’s need for an acoustic survey due to the possible Kinder-Morgan pipeline that will affect the area of Converse Meadows.  The Commission wants to know what types of bats exist in the affected areas.  
· Scott Reynolds of St. Paul’s School, a certified acoustic surveyor, attended the meeting and through a slide presentation explained the life cycle and current plight of bats.  
· Drouin explained that the Commission does not have any information on any Kinder-Morgan bat surveys. Reynolds suggested a Freedom of Information request to the responsible federal responsible agency as these documents must be available for pipeline construction.  Reynolds also said that energy projects are exempt from bat protection requirements although the way companies avoid the issue is to cut trees outside bat season.  
· Reynolds said the first step in a bat survey is to document bat presence using an acoustic survey.  To do a survey in 2016 for the Commission would require two nights from June 15 through August 15 and the expected cost would be about $4000-5000.  The survey would use 8-10 acoustic systems and would include a report on the findings.  Reynolds indicated he would need land owner permission which Drouin indicated may already be available.  Reynolds also explained that the acoustic instruments need be in protected locations of the survey area as equipment safety is a concern.  
· The Commission indicated it can notify Reynolds by May to proceed with survey.  Fred Rogers will serve as Commission’s liaison with Reynolds.
· Eagle Project - John Stanway.  John explained his project’s funding and tools.  John said he feels pretty set on labor as well and hopes to get district approval for his project in a next few weeks.  Stanway expects to complete the project by mid-summer.  Mellor indicated it would be good to see a diagram of what is planned.  The Commission’s consensus was to sign the project which Drouin did.
· Pipeline Update 
· Griska explained that there is a possibility for training to be an observer of pipeline conditions during any pipeline construction and he is going to follow-up and report back. 
· Mellor attended a “Saving Special Places” conference over the weekend where he obtained valuable conservation and easement information.  
· Water Testing follow-up
· Mellor reported that he was disappointed with the number of responses that he has received so far for well water testing.  He has received only about fifty completed survey forms from residents so far with a few trickling-in.  Mellor suggested two sample kit distribution days on Saturdays in May followed by a sample collection on a Sunday.  He plans to talk with DES to finalize dates which will be published.
· Well water FAQ – The well water Frequently Asked Question (FAQ) document was presented by Lefebvre and the Commission was in favor of its use.  Mellor indicated that the price for the radon test was incorrectly listed which Lefebvre will change.

NEW BUSINESS:
· Wetlands at Transfer Station
· Tom Peragallo, a former Commission member, shared a picture of a wetland near corrugated box area of the town’s Transfer Center where sand and trash have migrated into a wetland area.  Peragallo suggests making a “sore spot into a show piece.”  He indicated that it’s unfortunate that this town land looks so poorly and visible to all who use the Transfer Station.  
· Peragallo is willing to assist with a project to rectify the situation.  Drouin suggests discussing the proposed project with Mike Cloutier, the Town’s Public Works administrator, and if Mike could work on it as part of his work without possible DES approvals.  
· Bobcat Hunting Season – Griska reported that the proposed Bobcat season hunting season has not been finalized and has moved to other NH House committees for consideration and cost issues.
· Reimbursement to Recreation Dept. –Lefebvre reported that he found nothing in the Commission’s minutes for 2013-2015 about reimbursing the Recreation Dept. $150 for tires to its four-wheel vehicle which the Commission uses from time-to-time. The Commission had thought that it had already taken action on this item.  Mellor motioned to reimburse $150 to Recreation Dept. and was seconded by Griska.  All members voted in favor of the motion.  Lefebvre will process a payment voucher and place it into the Commission’s mailbox for signing.
· Converse Meadow activities (posting, wedding, public tour) – Mellor and Griska posted No Surveying/Trespassing signs on Converse Meadows conservation lands but still have another eight signs to post.  Mellor reported on a wedding that took place at Converse Meadows on April 1.  
· NHACC website page – Mellor explained the NHACC website which allows each Conservation Commission to have its own page.  Mellor proposed developing a Rindge page and will develop items to post.  Lefebvre will work on it with Mellor.  After discussion, Commission consensus was to proceed with such a page.
· Master Plan – Chapter 3 – Natural Resources – Lefebvre indicated he would distribute Chapter 3 to Commission members and would like feedback from them with regards to the content as the Master Plan subcommittee of which he is a member will be discussing it at its next meeting on May 12.  
· “Managing Storm Water” at Temple Town Hall Thursday April 21, 2016 at 6:00 p.m. by the Temple Conservation Commission..  Mellor explained sessions he attended on storm water as part of the “Saving Special Places” conference.
 
Mellor motioned to leave the Public session and to enter the Non-Public session per RSA 91-A:3 – Real Estate. Preston seconded the motion. The Commission members were polled and all approved

APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES:  March 24, 2016.  Simeone motioned and Preston seconded to approve the minutes of March 24, 2016.  All Commissioners approved.

SITE VISITS:  None.

CONSERVATION COMMISSION EMAILS – None

CORRESPONDENCE: None

OFFICIAL NOTICES:  None.

FINANCIAL REPORTS:  March 31, 2016; Drouin reviewed monthly budget reports with the Commission.  .The Commission also signed vouchers for Griska’s cost for signs and clover.

NEXT MEETING:  April 28, 2016

[bookmark: _GoBack]Motion to adjourn was made by Simeone and seconded by Preston; all Commissioners approved. The meeting adjourned at 9:45 pm.
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