

RINDGE CONSERVATION COMMISSION
[bookmark: _GoBack]Minutes for Meeting of
April 23, 2015

Meeting called to order at 7:08 pm.
Commissioners Present: David Drouin, Phil Simeone, Jan Griska, Al Lefebvre
Public:  Casey Burridge, Kellen Geiger

OLD BUSINESS:
1. Pipeline Update – 
a. Monadnock Ledger reports local concerns with pipeline passing through New Ipswich and which is in conflict with New Ipswich’s zoning regulations on slopes and inclines.  Keene Sentinel article expresses concern that NH is not receiving enough natural gas and that utility prices are high although it did not report the tariff that will be charged residents if the pipeline goes through;  
b. David explained to the audience that twice each month a regional meeting of conservation commission members is held to discuss pipeline issues.  At the meeting on April 17, a Mason geologist spoke about water testing and that specific elements will appear that are the direct cause of natural gas in the water.  
2. Rindge water testing – Nothing new reported as Richard Mellor was out-of-town attending another meeting on conservation with Bill Preston. 
3. Pearly Pond – Katherine Koning has set-up some monitoring stations to test flow and water quality into and out of Pearly Pond; one station has so far been installed with help from UNH-Plymouth. 
4. Contoocook Marsh complex (moved to first discussion under Old Business because Casey Burridge of the Rindge Fire Department was present and might have to leave).  Casey indicated he discussed the brush pile burn with Rick Donovan.  Due to the short notice the Fire Department is unable to use the burn on April 26 as a training exercise.  David mentioned the possibility for future burns at the town forest that might be used.  On April 26, the Conservation Commission with the Casey Burridge’s assistance will try to burn about one-third of the field at Contoocook Marsh to improve growth in the area and to prepare if for pollinator plantings.  Casey will bring pump and hand tools.
5. FPU Pipeline events – Fred not present so no discussion 
6. Natural Resources survey update – proceeding as planned;    
7. Annual NH DES Drinking Water Source Protection Conference on May 6th with Al & Jan attending.

NEW BUSINESS:
1. Kohlmorgen application to Planning Board for earth removal; old request resubmitted; concerns about road bond.  David asked Phil to arrange for a site review for the Conservation Commission.  There were questions about a reclamation plan and slope heights.  Public hearing on May 5 at 7:00 pm at Town Hall.
2. Office filing - some reorganization of Conservation Commission minutes to maximum filing space.  Al mentioned possible scanning of minutes to PDF type files and making those available on web site.  Members were in agreement.
3. Jan indicated a willingness to put together a presentation on vernal pools (next agenda) and this will be discussed at the next meeting.
4. Barbara DeVore of Mason is inviting interested Rindge folks to a meeting in Mason.  The next two Mondays they will be having open meetings with attorneys speaking on issues around the pipeline.  The meetings will be at 7:30 pm in the Mason Congregational Church hall, 15 Valley Rd. (Rte 123), in the center of town.  If anyone has an interest, we might mount an expedition
5. Kellen Geiger reported that water was passing under the bridge on the rails-to-trails with new and young turtles appearing; she also saw purple martins in the area as well as frogs peeping and crocking: good signs.


SITE VISITS:  None.


CORRESPONDENCE:  


OFFICIAL NOTICES:  None.


FINANCIAL REPORTS:


APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES:  April 13, 2015 tabled to next meeting (4-0) Phil motioned, 2nd by Jan



NEXT MEETING:  May 11, 2015

Motion to adjourn made by Phil Simeone. seconded by Al Lefebvre and approved 4-0 at 8:28.



