

	

	
CONSERVATION COMMISSION
30 PAYSON HILL ROAD, PO BOX 163
RINDGE, NH  03461
Tel. (603) 899-5181      Fax (603) 899-2101    TDD  1-800-735-2964



Minutes for Meeting on
May 9, 2016

Meeting Convened at 7:06 p.m. at the Town Office
Conservation Commission members present: David Drouin, Al Lefebvre, Bill Preston, Richard Mellor, Jan Griska, Fred Rogers

OLD BUSINESS:
· Pipeline Update
· BOS voted to remain in the Municipal Coalition
· Griska expects to have regulations on blasting finalized with Planning Board tomorrow evening meeting (May 10).
· Water Testing – Mellor reported that test sample bottles were returned to DES on May 1. Sixty well water tests were submitted and the cost to Conservation Fund will be about $3000. He recommends that the Commission hold another testing session for residents and weekend residents who missed the recent testing collection.  It was suggested that the Commission ask submitters to share the results of their well water test results.  It was recommended that dates for follow-up testing should be set as soon as possible with dates posted early.
· Acoustic Survey Update – Rogers confirmed with Scott Reynolds to proceed with the survey while asking for when his work will start and expected cost.
· Vernal Pools – Griska would like to obtain written permission to survey vernal pools on town lands and wanted to know how best to go about doing that.  It was suggested that he make written request to the Board of Selectmen for non-conservation lands such as Cromwell Court., Lord Hill, Wellington Road, Rand Road, the Cemetery and other such lands.  Conservation land such as Converse Meadows, Sandback, Contoocock, Hunt, Tetreault and Town Forest can be approved by the Conservation Commission.   Mellor moved to give Conservation Commission approval to survey vernal pools on Commission land.  Drouin seconded the motion and the Commission approved the motion unanimously.    
· Wetlands at Transfer Station Update.  Mellor and Tom Peragallo met and made a plan with Mike Cloutier to put rip-rap in the area and a berm as well as pave part of the area.  These actions should clean-up the wetlands area.
· DES Woodmere Approval.  Mellor has no information of an appeal filing to the DES Woodmere approval.  This item will be kept on the agenda for the next Commission meeting.
· Preston reported that the Pearly Pond Management Group met and received notification of a $60,000 from State grant to mitigate the phosphorus feeding into the pond..  Most of the grant will go for equipment, engineering and rain gardens.  It’s a matching grant with volunteer time and effort matching the funds.  It includes training for Franklin Pierce maintenance crew for sanding and salting in area.  The project is moving along already and some permits will come before the Commission shortly.
· Rogers – has not heard any more on FPU conservation easement possibilities.
· Comments/Suggestions for Master Plan Chap.3 on Natural Resources.  Lefebvre provided Commissioners with a copy of Chapter 3 and discussed the process being used with the Master Plan update.  Members offered suggestions and comments.

NEW BUSINESS:
· NY Letter to FERC.  This letter was reviewed and members agreed it was a good idea.   It was also mentioned that the NE Pipeline Coalition had also sent a letter to FERC recently.
· Converse Meadows Bench.  Drouin reported that the granite bench was installed and looks great.
· Natural Resources Inventory.   Mellor has not heard anything recently from Rick Van de Pol but will email him for an update on his progress.  Mellor mentioned that he had emailed Jeff Littleton to proceed with his work.
· Mellor and Preston will attend to May 26 Keene meeting on river management and protection.
· Regional Open Space meeting of Conservation Commissions was attended by Lefebvre and Preston who explained what is happening in other towns with regards to gravel operation and ATV use.  Also mentioned possible fines for improper use of trails by ATVs.
· Intent to cut on Amalia Way by Robert Van Dyke on Map 11 Lot 36-1-20 for 10.77 acres.

.

No Non-Public session was held.

APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES: April 28, 2016.  
Mellor motioned and Griska seconded the motion to approve the minutes of April 28, 2016.   All Commissioners approved the motion

SITE VISITS:  None.

CONSERVATION COMMISSION EMAILS – None

CORRESPONDENCE: None

OFFICIAL NOTICES:  None.

FINANCIAL REPORTS:  Conservation Fund.  Drouin reviewed Current Use Land Change Fund report and the status of the Conservation Fund.

Meeting adjourned at 8:45.

NEXT MEETING:  May 26, 2016
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