

RINDGE CONSERVATION COMMISSION
[bookmark: _GoBack]MINUTES
May 11, 2015


Called to Order at 7:05 pm
Members Present: David Drouin, Bill Preston, Fred Rogers, Al Lefebvre, Jan Griska, 
Richard Mellor
Residents: Kelen Geiger, Doug Carty


OLD BUSINESS:
· Grant writing, May 1 & May 12; Jan going on 12th; Richard Mellor motioned to have Conservation Commission to pay for registration fee ($25) from education line item for Commissioner to attend; seconded by Bill Preston; approved 6-0.  It was decided than Jan Griska would attend for the Commission.
· Contoocook Marsh complex update
· Preliminary work completed and Bob van Dyke said he would do the work on parking area if Kohlmorgan will provide gravel.
· Pollinator habitat work on burn was done by Casey Burridge, Richard Mellor, Bill Preston and Al Lefebvre
· Jeff Littleton will order pollinator plants once information is received information from the County on proper plants to use.
· Richard explained that 1/3rd of the area needs to be burned each year;  
· Drinking water testing update – nothing new to report
· Pipeline update 
· First Meeting of the Pipeline Task Force will be held on May 20, 1:30 pm at the Town Office.  Town wants a member from the Conservation Commission to participate.  Jan Griska and Bill Preston indicated interest in serving on the Task Force.  Richard Mellor motioned for Bill Preston to serve and was seconded by Fred Rogers.  The motioned carried 5-0 (Preston abstained).  David suggested that Jan send letter of interest to Jane Pitt to participate as one of the two citizen members on the Task Force.
· Mason meetings on pipeline
· Bill Preston, Jan Griska, Richard Mellow and Al Lefebvre attended first meeting on April 27th with Ken Hartlage speaking along with Rich Kanoff, a Mass lawyer.  They indicated they would be filing with the NH Public Utilities Commission questioning the need for their proposed contract with KM/TGP.  
· The second meeting on May 4 had a Vermont lawyer who discussed issues for FERC that tended to trump the need for a pipeline such as water, wetlands and items deemed to have negative impact.  In addition, a National Environmental group requires scoping of environmental impact;  Rindge has some ecological and water sensitive areas which may cause FERC to look at project more carefully;  
· Abutters meeting, May 19th at Rindge Recreation on Wellington Road at 6:30 PM – may be changed due to Planning Board meeting on same date for Master Plan public meeting. 
· FPU Pipeline events update – Fred Rogers indicated that he and Catherine Koning prefer to put-off events at FPU for a pipeline discussion until the opening of the fall semester and to do it in concert with Task Force.
· Richard spoke with Rick Van de Poll who has approximately 32 properties that he would like to ask permission for him to go on their property to assess natural resource impact; Bill Preston will draft letter and share with Commission before sending to owners.


NEW BUSINESS:
· Doug Carty, FPU Director of Campus Recreation – discussed FPU plans for their  boathouse
· An alumnus wants to donate to FPU to put a deck around the Recreation Center on Pearly Pond. On the pond side of the building, the deck would be five feet wide extending toward the pond.  On the left side of the building the deck would ten feet wide.  FPU would like information on permitting and procedures to follow to gain approval for the additions. David suggested that Doug see Susan Hoyland in the Planning Office to review the original variance for the building, if one exists and if not, to file for one; David also suggested speaking with Dave Duvernay, the Rindge Code Enforcement Officer concerning possible permit issues.
· David also indicated to Doug that the Conservation Commission is always looking for student assistance if any FPU students might be interested, especially for trail work.  Doug indicated he would keep it in mind.
· Vernal Pond presentation – Jan Griska presented information he’s gathered by attendance at meeting about vernal pools.  (Note:  Jan’s notes are available on the Conservation Commission’s web site.  
· Real Estate Inventory
· David read the Real Estate Inventory Committee’s charge and reviewed properties listed on its inventory.  Richard suggested a subcommittee be formed to look at the #1 ranked properties to inform the Commission and the Board of Selectmen about the Commission’s views of the properties. Richard (chair), Bill and Al will form the subcommittee. David will inform the BOS of the subcommittee.
· NH Method: 2-day Wetland Evaluation Workshop for Professionals; May 29 (Indoor and computer lab session at NHTI, Concord & June 5 (Field Evaluation at Bear Brook State Park) both 8:00 – 4:00 – no one plans to attend
· LCHIP Grant Round Opens May 18, Get Ready by Attending NHACC's Grant-writing Workshop - no one plans to attend
· Rindge Master Plan Meeting at RMS on May 19th at 6:00 pm. 
· NH DES Ground Water meeting, May 6, 2015.  Jan and Al reported on events and the useful information gained.
· Gravel operation by Rick Kohlmorgan.  Rick wants renewal of permit to extract balance of 13,000 cubic yards from his property on Woodbound Road.  Previous permit expired and a renewal is needed.  Van Dyke is the contractor who will extract gravel.  The Planning Board voted to approve (until 6/20/2016) the permit renewal contingent on certain conditions and after checking/walking with Conservation Commission.  RCC is expected to conduct a site review within 30 days (of 5/15/15).  The Commission decided to perform a site review on Monday, May 18 at 5:00 pm.  
· Bill Preston reported on Wildlife Action Plan meeting that he attended in Keene and found it very useful.
· Richard reported that the Gardner property is now on the market and no longer on list for easement.


SITE VISITS:  None.


CORRESPONDENCE: None


OFFICIAL NOTICES:  (as of May 6) – Intent to Cut notice Map 4, Lot 46 (Lauri Rahnasto, Karen Rahnasto Kay, Nancy Rahnasto Osborne)

FINANCIAL REPORTS:

APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES: April 13 & 23, 2015
Motion to accept 4/13/2015 minutes by Bill Preston, seconded by Fred Rogers.  Approved 6-0
Motion to accept 4/23/2015 minutes by David Drouin, seconded by Jan Griska.  Approved 4-0 (2 abstentions, Fred and Richard)

	
NEXT MEETING:  May 28, 2015




