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[bookmark: _GoBack]Minutes for Meeting on
May 26, 2016

Meeting Convened at 7:04 p.m. at the Town Office
Conservation Commission members present: David Drouin, Al Lefebvre, Bill Preston, Richard Mellor, Philip Simeone, Fred Rogers


OLD BUSINESS:
· John Stanway Eagle Scout project.  John provided an update on his Eagle project at Converse Meadows.  John will return to a later meeting with a sketch of the bridge he will construct.  Drouin signed the fund raising document Joh needed for his review board.
· Pipeline Update - The Commission noted that KM/TGP has withdrawn its FERC application for a pipeline through Rindge and surrounding communities. It was also noted that Cong. Kuster has a meeting to discuss an unfunded FERC position for Consumer Advocacy.
· Water Testing Update 
· Commissioners agreed that another collection date should be set up with DES and announced to different groups in town. Town properties will be sampled during the next collection.
· Mellor will be in contact with DES about possible dates for sample collection.
· Acoustic Survey Update
· Rogers explained that he had talked with Scott Reynolds who said he didn’t have specific survey dates yet but expects the dates to be in early July for 2 nights with a cost not to exceed $5000.  The Commission agreed to the price.
· The Commission needs dates to contact owners to let them know that bat surveying may take place on their land.
· It was suggested to use the Rindge Pipeline email list to contact owners as well as putting a notice in the newspaper.
· Comments/Suggestions for Master Plan Chap.3 on Natural Resources – Lefebvre shared a document he had developed for the Master Plan Subcommittee.  The document took items from the current Master Plan but reduced the verbiage from 31 to 6 pages.  Lefebvre asked Commissioners to review the document and to provide him with comments and suggestions.

NEW BUSINESS:
· Wildwood Camp – Summer Projects – Meredith Dean and Welch Narron were present to discuss the camp’s summer plans and to obtain suggestions for service projects for the Conservation Commission.
· Narron explained that there will be two groups of 15 year-old campers who will be at Wildwood July 3-16 (17 campers) and July 17-30 (10 campers) and one group of 16 year-olds. from Aug. 7-27 (24 campers) to assist with projects on Conservation Commission lands..
· Suggested projects included marking trails at Converse, Tetreault and the Town Forest; trail maintenance at the Town Forest, a possible outhouse at Converse, a possible project at the Sandback land off Bush Hill Rd and conducting trail work at Contoocook Marsh and repair to a bench on a previous Eagle Project 
· Mellor will meet with Narron and camp staff in coming weeks to go over these and other possible projects
· Replacement gate at Town Forest 
· Drouin has a post for the gate but need new gate.
· Need date to install new gate with a post
· Possible project for Wildwood crew
· Documents from NH119LLC – issues concerning Map 4, Lot 35 on NH Rte. 119 (Ben Asaff, owner)
· Drouin read the unsigned document sent to Conservation Commission (no names were provided on the document)
· Drouin noted that the Conservation Commission has no enforcement capabilities and that the document should be referred to the Board of Selectmen and the Town’s Code Enforcement officer.  The Commission noted particularly that it would not be appropriate to respond to the document with no names and where the so-called organization did not provide a correct mailing address (the document used the town’s mailing address for the organization).  Lefebvre noted that he was unable to find NH119 LLC listed on the NH Secretary of State’s listing of LLC’s.
· Drouin will email Duvernay to see if he has received the document.
· Natural Resources Inventory –Mellor mentioned that he had emailed Rick Van de Poll that the Conservation Commission looked forward to his report and invoice.
· New Hampshire Rivers Council River Runners – aquatic invasive plants program at Harris Center, June 21, 6:30 – 8:30 pm.  Registration required.
· Preston discussed the upcoming meeting.
· Need help in identifying where invasive plants.
· NHDRED Announces Grant Opportunities of the Land and Water Conservation Fund Program*.
· This grant possibility was discussed but there was little time to respond in time to meet the deadline.  
· It was suggested that a list of possible projects be developed to be ready for future grant opportunities.  
· Pollinator Workshop at Stonewall Farm.  Mellor explained this workshop and how a survey of bees will be conducted at Contoocook Marsh.
· Connect the Conn River conference attended by Preston & Mellor explained it’s a clearinghouse of data.  

NON-PUBLIC SESSION per RSA 91-A:3 – REAL ESTATE – not held.
 
APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES: May 9, 2016
Preston motioned and Mellor seconded the motion to approve the minutes of April 28, 2016 with a change.   All Commissioners approved the motion (one abstention – Simeone).  


SITE VISITS:  None.

CONSERVATION COMMISSION EMAILS – None

CORRESPONDENCE: None

OFFICIAL NOTICES:  None.

FINANCIAL REPORTS: Drouin reviewed budget to-date.

Simeone motioned and Preston seconded to adjourn.  All approved.

Meeting adjourned at 8:45

NEXT MEETING:  June 13, 2016

Minutes by Albert Lefebvre

*The New Hampshire Department of Resources and Economic Development (NHDRED) recently opened Grant Round 28 of the Land and Water Conservation Fund Program (LWCF), a federal assistance program of the National Park Service designed to help state and local government entities in the acquisition and/or development of public outdoor recreation areas. The program is managed in New Hampshire by the NHDRED Division of Parks and Recreation.  LWCF will match up to 50% of total project costs. For Grant Round 28 the minimum funding request is $25,000 and the maximum is $200,000.
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