

	

	
CONSERVATION COMMISSION
30 PAYSON HILL ROAD, PO BOX 163
RINDGE, NH  03461
Tel. (603) 899-5181      Fax (603) 899-2101    TDD  1-800-735-2964



Minutes 
Conservation Committee Meeting of
June 8, 2015

Meeting convened at: 7:03
Members present: David Drouin, Phil Simeone, Jan Griska, Richard Mellor, Bill Preston, Fred Rogers and Al Lefebvre
Public present: Kelen Geiger

OLD BUSINESS:
· Acoustic Survey of Bat Species 
a. Fred contacted Dr. Reynolds at St. Paul’s School in Concord to learn of his availability for an acoustic survey as well as costs; awaiting a return call
b. RCC needs to determine cost and expect it to be expensive
c. RCC expects to conduct a survey within half mile area along the path of the proposed pipeline and on the Wolterbeek conservation easement, depending on cost.
d. The acoustic survey project is on hold until more information is learned
e. FERC indicated to Kinder-Morgan that an acoustic survey is needed 
f. Kelen Geiger asked that an acoustic survey also be conducted for small brown bat as well; Bill, Fred & Richard indicated the survey would survey for all types of bats
· Inventory of Town owned properties
a. [bookmark: _GoBack]The Conservation Commission will be on the Selectmen’s agenda for July 8th to discuss the town owned property list.
b. Reviewed all properties on the lists provided by the Planning Board along with the Conservation Commission’s subcommittee recommendation on each property. Each of the properties marked as “Prime” and “Interested” by the subcommittee was reviewed and confirmed.
· Contoocook Marsh complex update 
a. David obtained needed gates; now needs to obtain chains.
b. Gravel has been placed at the marsh trail entrance
c. The Commission will install gates on June 13th starting at 8:00 am (meet on County Rd).  Total cost of gates and posts is $488.73 for which the RCC will be reimbursed by grant funds
d. Received invoice from Van Dyke for $4445 of donated services which will be applied to the matching amount required by the grant.
e. Jeff Littleton will take pictures of the marsh area.
f. Pollinator project is pending and planting will take place in fall
· Drinking water testing update – nothing new
· Pipeline update 
a. Regional Conservation Commission meeting on June 5; took field trip to Skinny Cat Rd in New Ipswich; reviewed/revised letter by Bob Dilberger that will be sent to Governor, legislators and appropriate departments.
b. Mason Pipeline meeting last week and Rich Van de Poll presented and Jan has presentation
· Natural Resources survey by Rick Van de Poll – 
a. Have only received about 5 of 20 permissions forms to date.
b. Richard may make phone calls to people who haven’t responded
c. Kelen Geiger expressed concerns with earthquake possibilities and content of backfill material trucked from elsewhere to cover the pipeline.  She  also has concerns with hydrostatic testing, the drawing of water form aquifers and the dispersal of water afterwards.
· Gravel operation by Rick Kohlmorgan – site review result and decision sent to Planning Board.
· Memorial Donation for Converse Meadows is on hold until David Martin discusses wording for the memorial with his sister
· Turtle signs have been posted in needed areas by Town Public Works
· Discussed possible donation of land at corner of Sandback property on East Monomonac Rd which would tie to other conservation land.


NEW BUSINESS:
· Reviewed and considered BOA application for 12 Marina Way; there were questions on the setback; CC has no interest in ROW but questions if the building is within 250 feet of shoreline. RCC will send letter to BOA (Bill Preston will prepare) with concerns and that contact should be made with DES about shoreline requirements.
· Jan reported on progress with the documentation of the ROW wetlands. Jan is working with Harris Center on this.
· The Converse Meadow hike on Friday, June  5th.  Jan reported that about 20 people attended, walked the loop trail and had lunch.  It took a little over in 3 hours.  
· Logging Application by Doug Seppala for Map 33 Lot 1-3 on West Main St. to cut in 12 of 14.5. Kelen Geiger expressed concerns about access and effects on nearby properties.  

SITE VISITS:  None.


CORRESPONDENCE:


OFFICIAL NOTICES:  


FINANCIAL REPORTS:


APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES:  May 28, 2015
	Motion to accept: Bill Preston, seconded by Phil Simeone.  Motion was approved: 6-0 (1 absention)

NEXT MEETING:  June 25, 2015

Richard motion to adjourn; second by Phil; approved 7-0
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