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Minutes 
Conservation Commission Meeting of
June 25, 2015

Meeting Convened at 7:05 p.m.
Conservation Commission members present: David Drouin, Phil Simeone, Al Lefebvre, Bill Preston, Richard Mellor
Alternate members present: Jan Griska
Residents/Public present: Jim John, Murphy Swain, Sidney Long


OLD BUSINESS:
· Inventory of Town Owned Property 
· Meeting with Board of Selectmen July 8
· Reviewed summary of inventory of property
· Contoocook Marsh Update
· Van Dyke hasn’t finished work yet on parking area but plans to do so.
· Building a marsh bridge, kiosks, inserting gates and creating parking by June 30th were required by the grant.
· Jeff Littleton indicated he will finish pictures by 6/30 for which he has already been paid.
· Working on a pollinator planting plan for the fall on the burned area.
· Richard has removed brush in the area
· Mowing area has been identified and will be done by Larry Harris in August
· Fred Rogers has signed up to attend the pollinator program in Walpole next week.
· Acoustic Survey of bat species  -
· Fred Rogers reported via email that Scott Reynolds did get back to him about the acoustic survey. It sounded to Fred as if he was very busy through the summer and he suggested the possibility of our talking with Jacques Veilleux about conducting the survey when he returns from field work in mid-August.  When the possibility of an acoustic survey was mentioned to Jacques, he seemed to be more comfortable with Scott doing it. At any rate, it sounded like Scott (or, perhaps, Jacques) might be able to do this for us later in the season. A “quick survey” can be done in one night but a “full survey”, one with a good chance of acoustically capturing all bat species present in the area, would take at least two nights. Assuming we’re interested in a proper survey being done, at $1000 per night, we’re looking at a minimum of $2000. If the Commission thinks we should pursue this further, Fred can ask Scott to attend one of our upcoming meetings so that we can have a thorough introduction to what is entailed in the survey. 
· The Commission discussed purchasing an acoustic instrument of its own but questions arose as to any required certification to make a survey valid,  how to calibrate and maintain the instrument and did the Commission want to get involved in performing acoustic surveys on its own. 
· Jan Griska offered to check with the Harris Center about its capabilities with an acoustic survey instrument.
· Mellor said Anne Thomas had names of two people who could do acoustic surveys.
· All of the above issues will be discussed more at a later meeting.

· Pipeline update
· Bill Preston presented a letter prepared by regional Conservation Commissions to send to the Governor, our Senate and Congressional representatives and FERC outlining conservation concerns and opposition to the KM/TGP pipeline.  The letter was being distributed to all NH Conservation Commissions requesting that they sign and return the last page of the document which would then be compiled and sent to the people indicated.
· The Rindge Conservation Commission was impressed by the content of the letter and how it was directly related to the purpose and charge for NH Conservation Commissions.
· Motion was made by Al Lefebvre to sign and return the letter, seconded by Richard Mellor.  The letter was approved 6-0 and all members signed the letter.
· Bill Preston will return document with signatures of RCC members.
· Natural resources survey by Rich Van de Poll - Richard Mellor said he has a total of seven survey approvals so far and may need to send another request.  
· Possible donation of land at corner of Sandback property on East Monomonac Rd.  People are away in Virginia and will be in contact with RCC when they return.


NEW BUSINESS:
· Robyn Payson – Conservation Commission encroachment on property; Conservation Layer and NH Granite.  Survey info: Book C11D8 Page 0800 the Deed Book and Page is 1832-0800.  Will be discussed at July 13th meeting
· Master Plan Subcommittee – Conservation Commission Representative
· Richard motioned that Al Lefebvre serve as the representative, Jan Griska seconded; motion approved 5-0 in favor. (Lefebvre abstained)
· Wetlands permit by notification – retaining wall repair & replacement at Map 18, Lot 7
· Jim John of 34 Lapham Lane was present to discuss his plans for replacing the old retaining wall as outlined in his DES application by notification.
· Letters were sent to abutters concerning the application who must respond to the NH Natural Heritage Bureau.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Mr. James will send pictures to show results after replacement and will copy to CC
· Phil Simeone motioned to approve and sign the permit. Bill Preston seconded the motion.  Permit approved 5-0 (Mellor out of room at time of vote). David Drouin signed for the CC and the permit will be forwarded to the Town Clerk, Nancy Martin.  A copy of the signed permit was provided to Mr. James
· Review of Conservation Commission Rules of Procedure.  Each member will read the document distributed and will bring forward suggestions for possible changes to the July 13th meeting (e.g. web pages for Clerk).
· Mass Audubon, Camp Wildwood members, Murphy Swain and Sidney Long, were present to offer services for projects to assist the Conservation Commission July 26 - Aug 23.  Possible projects included assistance in clearing and defining a Converseville Meadows trail through wetlands and/or erect tent platforms at Tetreault Park.  The Wildwoods staff will return to the next Commission meeting on July 13th to finalize possible projects.
· Phil Simeone reported that water quality testing was done at Lake Monomonac and Miller’s River at Converse Meadows.  Commission will only pay for testing at Miller’s River while the Monomonac Association will pay for Lake Monomonac testing.  
· Jaffrey Conservation Commission has recently purchased metering kits for voluntary river assessment program (VRAP) test

SITE VISITS:  None.

CORRESPONDENCE: None

OFFICIAL NOTICES:  None.

FINANCIAL REPORTS:  Reviewed May financial report

APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES: June 8, 2015; Phil Simeone motion to accept minutes as amended; Seconded by Jan Griska; minutes approved 5-0 (Lefebvre abstained)

NEXT MEETING:  July 13, 2015

Meeting adjourned at: 9:00 p.m.  Moved by Phil Simeone and seconded by Richard Mellor
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